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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

Maryland State Library Commission. 

Established under Chapter 247, Laws op 1902. 
December 1, 1906-December 1, 1907. 

Hon. Edwin Warpield, 

Governor of the State of Maryland, 

Sir: — ^The Library Commission has the honor to submit 
its report of the work done during the past year. There has 
been no change in the membership of the Commission, which 
consists of M. Bates Stephens, Superintendent of Public 
Listruction; Mrs. Anne B. Jeffers, State Librarian, and 
Bernard C. Steiner, Librarian of The Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Mrs. John M. Carter, of Baltimore County; Mrs. M. 
A. Newell, of Cecil County; Thomas B. Mackall, of Baltimore 
City, and DeCourcy W. Thom, of Queen Anne's County. The 
Commission has continued to have its office at the Central 
Building of The Enoch Pratt Free Library, through the 
courtesy of the Board of Trustees of that Institution. 

The work of the Commission was divided into two parts: 
first, giving aid and counsel to public libraries and persons 
proposing to establish them. In carrying out this function, 
we sent a Field Secretary into the Eastern Shore, for two 
months during the past year, in the person of Ross Miles 
Diggs, Esq., a graduate of the Johns Hopkins University and 
of the University of Maryland Law School q,nd a member of 
the Baltimore Bar. Mr. Diggs was very successful and his 
report is given in brief herewith : 

'*0n account of the short time for which the Commission 
can afford to pay the expense of field work, it was thought 



best to concentrate the effort this year upon a limi ed portion 
of contiguous territory. With this idea in mind the Eastern 
Shore was selected. The principal towns in Worcester, 
Somerset, Wicomico, Dorchester, Caroline and Talbot Counties 
were visited; the limited time forbidding the covering of more 
territory. 

"Having in other capacities, visited many other portions 
of the State than those mentioned in this report, I base the 
conclusions here drawn on observations made widely through- 
out the State. 

"I find that many large towns are without any library 
facilities at all, and such is the condition of most of the small 
towns and villages, with a few striking exceptions. The mass 
of the people in our State are not a reading people, and con- 
sequently there is little demand among them for books. 
What books are read consist mainly of the most recent light 
literature. It is true, that in a few communities a somewha't 
widespread reading of the better books occurs, and, of course, 
there are many individuals of literary taste who have good 
libraries in their homes and who deplore the lack of broad 
library facilities. Yet the people as a whole throughout the 
State read very little. Many of the communities are not 
yet ready to acknowledge the full value of a public library, 
though there are some which feel keenly the need of such a 
library. To those who justly estimate the great value of 
reading this condition of apathy is deplorable. It is a diffi- 
cult problem to get a non-reading public to build and main- 
tain libraries; but it is possible to convert them gradually into 
a reading public which will demand books and, therefore, 
build libraries. 

"It is the aim of the Commission first to stimulate a demand 
for books and next to help and guide the people to the attain- 
ment of the means for meeting their wants. Even those 
towns which now want a library are unable to do more than 
make very humble beginnings. These towns need not only 
moral encouragement but also financial support for their enter- 
prise from without. Few men and few communities are patri- 
otic and patient enough to build merely the bare foundations 
for an institution to be enjoyed at its best in years to come. 
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" In order to deal intelligently with the problem of foster- 
ing the growth-^and by that I mean not only the establish- 
ment but the proper use — of libraries, I think we should face 
conditions honestly. Maryland in comparison with many of 
her sister States is far backward in the so-called "library 
movement." The ideal culmination of that movement is 
the public library made a part of the governmental scheme 
just as is the public school system. In some States this 
desideratum is almost attained, and there is a marked trend 
everywhere in that direction. As experience has well shown, 
we must advance by several steps before succeeding in raising 
a private local library to the grade of a publicly supported 
institution. 

" The task confronting us is to get the people themselves to 
take the first step, and no legislation will avail to promote 
libraries unless this step is taken. After once the people have 
something which appeals to their local pride, something the 
value of which they begin to appreciate, then will they be 
ready to take advantage of State aid, and be willing to bear 
a tax for the support of their local institution. We must use 
every effort to induce the people to inaugurate local libraries, 
however humble their beginnings be, and at the same time 
prepare the way for the next steps in library advancement. 

"The Commission has done much to foster an increasing 
demand for books by the traveling library system . The work, 
however, of crystalizing such a demand into a beginning of a 
library is especially the province of the Field Secretary. 
In employing a Field Secretary, the two main ideas were to 
advertise the traveling* libraries and to organize library 
associations. Advertising the traveling library has been 
done by the distribution of a hand-bill published by the 
Commission, by calling attention to it in most of the newspaper 
articles prepared by the Field Secretary, and by word of 
mouth. 

"In organizing library associations I conducted my cam- 
paign as follows: Before entering a town I learned as much as 
possible about the people there most likely to be interested. 
I prepared lists of lawyers, Sunday School superintendents 
and those who had at any time applied for a traveling library. 
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My first visits were to the newspaper editors from whom I 
learned the time their respective papers w^nt to press, and 
then I prepared my "copy'' accordingly. In each town I 
visited I succeeded in having published from one to three 
articles in each of the papers upon the work of the Commis- 
sion, the benefits of a library generally, and upon the organi- 
zation of a local Ubrary association specially. I received 
uniform courtesy and encouragement from the "press," and 
in most of the communities visited, the editors, representing 
the progressive element in their towns, were strong supporters 
. of the library movement. Newspaper advertisement in one 
town helped to prepare the way in others, for other papers 
made comment from a news standpoint. Through the kind- 
ness of friends I was plentifully supplied with letters of intro- 
duction which were helpful in securing a good hearing. After 
visiting the editors, I saw those to whom I had letters, and 
from a personal standpoint got information about the towns- 
people. When I found anyone interested I got him to help 
me prepare a list of persons to be interviewed. Generally, 
I visited the clergy, doctors, lawyers, teachers and politicians, 
and the other leading people of the town. To these individ- 
ually I spoke of the work of the Commission, of the need of a 
library in the town, and presented my plans for starting an 
association. After canvassing the situation thoroughly and 
remaining in town .long enough for the people to know me, 
and to allay an almost universal suspicion that I was a book 
agent or at least in league with some publishing house, I called 
a meeting, inviting about twenty-five to forty persons. At 
this meeting I dwelt on the advantages of a public library^ 
upon the need of organized effort to secure one, and appealed 
to the people to make such a beginning. I outlined the man- 
ner in which a library could be started, spoke of the oppor- 
tunities peculiar to that town, the best plan for them to 
pursue, and urged upon them the necessity of helping the Com- 
mission secure the passage of a good library law. After 
offering suggestions of general plans and such details as I 
could, I asked the sense gf the meeting. In each instance, 
they were desirous of forming an association. We then passed 
to the election of officers, the appointment of committees, 
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fixing the amount of dues, and suggesting the character of 
the constitution. The general idea of these associations is 
that they are composed of persons interested in building up 
a library which they will support and manage, but which 
will be open free to the public, and to carry on the library in 
this manner until the town shall be. ready to maintain it. 

" Since organizing these associations I have kept in touch 
with them through correspondence with their secretaries and 
members. In some cases the enthusiasm engendered during 
my visit has almost died out, but in each such instance there 
are one or two who keep the dormant association alive. 
Other associations are making g09d progress, raising funds 
by subscription and giving "benefits.'' 

" When I visited a town in which a library already existed, 
I inspected it, saw the librarian and the members of the 
governing board, and in the case of subscription libraries, 
I endeavored to have them prepare a plan for throwing their 
* doors open to the pubUc without charge. In these towns also, 
I wrote articles for the papers, and sought to stir up a more 
general interest in their library and to encourage them to 
make it a public one. 

. " In concluding this report I wish to make a few recommen- 
dations. First of all, there should be no abatement in the 
work now started. A Field Secretary working along the 
lines I have pursued should be kept in the field for several 
months in the year, and if possible one should be employed 
who could be expected to remain in the service of the Com- 
mission for several years, as of course the experience will 
make him more valuable and his acquaintance throughout 
the State with the people and with the peculiar conditions 
of each town, will be a great aid to his work the longer he is 
employed. 

" The traveling library system, I think, should be extended 
and special advantages given to local libraries. Should a 
larger percentage of the newer books, though often less valu- 
able than the^ "standards," be circulated, I have no doubt 
the traveling Ubrary would prove more popular. Every- 
where there is a demand for new books — ^the books that are 
advertised and talked about — ^the novels of the day. Such 
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a demand must in some measure be met by every public 
library, though of course one would prefer a desire for a 
better class of literature. 

" As the Commission has already endeavored to do, a law 
should be secured giving the Coinmission larger funds to 
carry on its work, make the law general as to local taxation 
for Ubrary purposes, and give the Commission power to 
extend State aid to local libraries compl)dng with certain 
requisites as to accoimting, general management and local 
taxation." 

Early in December we hope to send a Field Secretary 
into the Western Shore and have selected Mr. J. Herbert 
Stabler, a recent graduate of the Johns Hopkins University, 
for that position. 

From time to time we are pleased to learn of the establish- 
ment of other PubUc Libraries, as for example, in the daily 
papers of May 6, 1907, the following notice was found "The 
Burgess and Commissioners of Boonsboro appointed Harvey 
S. Bomberger, J. C. Brining, Dr. S. S. Davis, David W. Bark- 
man, Dr. E. T. Smith, George W. McBride, Tilghman H. 
Smith, C. C. Ford and John V. Alexander a board of directors 
for the Boonsboro Free Library." 

The generous offer of Andrew Carnegie to give $500,000 for 
the erection of twenty Branch Library Buildings for the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, was accepted by the Mayor and 
City Council of Baltimore in the spring, and as a result, Mr. 
Carnegie transferred the amount of this generous gift to the 
account of the Library, in the Home Trust Co. of Hoboken, 
N. J., early in July. Some needed legislation must be obtained 
before the gift can be availed of, but it is the earnest hope of 
all persons interested in libraries, that some of the new 
buildings which are so much needed can speedily be erected. 
The Library, every year, is in greater need of a new Central 
Building, as the existing structure becomes more crowded, 
and as new departments of library work are opened for which 
there are no accommodations in the Library. During the 
year a building for the Walbrook Station of the Library was 
given by Mr. Francis A. White, who presented the frame 
building which had been erected by his father for a Union 
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Chapel, and which was no longer needed for religious pur- 
poses. 

Tlbie Johns Hopkins University Library has received impor- 
tant contributions both to its medical and philosophical 
departments, and is steadily strengthening its already val- 
uable collections. An aggressive movement is being carried 
on by the State Medical and Chirurgical Faculty for the 
erection of a new building for its valuable medical library. 

The library at Solomons Island, Calvert County, received a 
gift of some six hundred volumes of fiction. In December, 
1906, a public Ubrary was opened in Emmitsburg, Frederick 
County, and the Librarian, A. M. Gluck, reported on Septem- 
ber 16; 1907, as follows: "In December 1906, we opened a 
public library in our little town and I am glad to say that it 
has greatly exceeded our fondest expectations. The library 
now numbers about five hundred volunies of good books, and 
we are continually adding to the number. We charge an 
annual membership fee of one dollar, or a monthly member- 
ship fee of ten cents. The entire membership at the present 
time is about eighty, and as each member represents a family, 
you can easily see how extended our circulation is. We hope 
to do still better next year.'' 

The library at Hurlock, Dorchester County under the effi- 
cient conduct of Mr. H. R. Walworth, reports that it "has 
greatly enlarged its sphere of usefulness, has special quarters 
devoted solely to its use, and the town commissioners have 
appropriated money for its expenses. We have lost but one 
volume since our organization, four years ago, and that vol- 
ume the loser came forward voluntarily and paid for. We 
have now 235 borrowers enrolled on our list of readers in 
Hurlock, Williamsburg, East New Market and the country 
around Hurlock." 

In an appendix is printed the proposed revised library law, 
which, it is hoped, may be passed by the General Assembly 
at the Session of 1908. While we are doing useful service 
to libraries, we can do much more with improved legislation 
on this topic. Our appropriation ought to be large enough 
to employ a Field Secretary for the whole year, we ought to be 
empowered to make a donation of books to each new library 
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that is established, and our report year ought to be made to 
correspond with the State fiscal year. The example of other 
States Tna.f well stimulate us and an official statement of 
what New York State does for libraries, is of decided interest. 

What New York State Does For Libraries. 

1. Gives an annual grant of $100 to each free library 
maintaining a proper standard for the purchase of books, on 
condition that an equal amount is applied from local sources 
for the same object. 

2. Sends traveUng libraries to schools, clubs, granges or 
small communities; also to local libraries to supplement their 
collections. 

3. Lends pictures and lantern shdes to any library which 
exhibits them to the public without charge. 

4. Maintains an advanced school for the instruction and 
training of Ubrarians, and a summer school for elementary 
training: also cooperates with the State Library Association 
in the conduct of library institutes or round tables. 

5. Assists in the selection of books: (a) by passing judg- 
ment on lists sent in for approval by individual libraries; 
(b) by printing annually a carefully selected list of 250 "best 
books'' of the previous year; (c) by sending libraries gratu- 
itously the A. L. A. Book List; (d) by notes and suggestions 
in the Quarterly Bulletin; (e) by the publication of numer- 
ous bibliographies on various subjects of interest; (/) by 
advice given on personal visits. . 

6. Aids local libraries in reference work by sending from 
the State Library information or material on request. 

7. Gives advice and assistance in planning library build- 
ings and furnishes to library boards material on the subject. 

8. Provides free of cost the services of an expert in 
library law in interpreting and applying the law of the State 
to local conditions. 

9. Incorporates with provisional charter Ubraries having 
property to the value of $100, and grants an absolute charter 
where property worth $1000 is held. No fee is charged for 
incorporation. 
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10. Exempts from taxation library property used for 
public purposes. 

11. Provides for amiual visits to Ubraries from a trained 
and experienced Ubrarian for the purpose of giving advice 
and counsel in all matters of Ubrary economy. 

12. Publishes a quarterly bulletin for the purpose of dis- 
seminating library news and promoting ideas in library 
economy (N. Y. Libraries, Vol. 1., No. 1). 

Not only the Northern States are increasing their active 
interest in library affairs, but also the Southern States are 
participating in the same movement. Missouri has j ust made 
an annual appropriation of $5000 for the expenses of its 
Library Commission. 

Although there is an increasing interest in library matters 
in Maryland, we still are in an analogous position to that of 
England, when Thomas- Carlyle wrote " Why is there not a 
Majesty's library in every coimty town? There is a Majesty's 
jail and gallows in every one." (Froude, "Thomas Carlyle: 
a history of the first forty years of his life." Vol. 2, p. 227.) 
Instead of such a lack of library facilities, we would be glad to 
see carried out the plan recently outlined by Jos. Daykin. 
" Our ideal should be for every village to have its own insti- 
tute — ^not necessarily a large one, which should be the center 
of every intellectual movement in the village — a kind of 
Polytechnic in miniature, with reading-room and library 
containing a small permanent collection of special books if 
possible, supplemented periodically' by itinerary collections 
from a district or county centre. There might also be accom- 
modation for meetings of reading circles, etc., classes, if 
necessary, and lectures, if possible. Then the recreative side 
should not be overlooked, and provision should be made for 
innocent games, and, if it could be managed conveniently, 
for a gymnasium as well. Healthy recreations encourage 
reading." (Library Association Record, July, 1907; Vol. IX, 
No. 7, p. 373.) 

The traveling libraries have been sent through the State as 
in previous years, and a list of the places to which those boxes 
were sent, is given in an appendix to this Report. In Dec- 
ember, 1906, we owned 75 cases, each containing about 35 
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volumes. During the year, 8 traveling libraries were added to 
the collection so that the Commission now possesses 83 cases. 
About half the books in each case are works of fiction, and 
the other half are miscellaneous standard books. The special 
libraries on Maryland History and on agricultural subjects 
are meeting a decided need in the State. During the year, 81 
traveling libraries were sent to 19 of the 23 Counties, the great- 
est number going to any Coimty being 13, which were sent to 
Cecil County. Wajrside, in Charles County; EUicott City, in 
Howard County, and Snow Hill, in Worcester County, received 
4 hbraries each, the largest number going to any locality. We 
now own a sufficient number of hbraries to enable us to grant 
all applications for the use of them promptly, and shall be 
glad to have it generally understood, that such cases may be 
procured from the Commission. The locked wooden case, 
containing each Ubrary, is sent to any part of the State, by 
freight or express, from the office of the Commission at the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore City, on the appUca- 
tion of at least three responsible citizens of the vicinity to 
which the case is sent. These applications must be accom- 
panied by a registration fee of fifty cents which is used in part 
payment of the cost of transportation. A Ubrary may be 
kept for four months by those who have borrowed it, and 
may then be exchanged for another Ubrary, on payment of a 
similar registration fee of fifty cents. Among the tokens of 
appreciation of these traveUng hbraries, received from the 
persons who borrow them, we may quote the following: 

"Very many have read these books and it has been a boon 
to the book lovers of this section. The neighborhood has much 
enjoyed and appreciated the opportunity for reading.'' Such 
is the report from Fallston, Harford County. 

From Holland Island, Dorchester County, " our people are 
certainly in great glee to think now they are prepared to 
stand the siege of a severe winter, for they have something 
to read." When the Ubrary was returned, the report was 
"from the way the books circulated, they gave great pleasure 
as well as benefit to the people here." 

The librarian at Sandyville, Carroll County, wrote, "we 
took great deUght in reading the books sent us by the Com- 
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mission. We feel that we have been much profited. We 
hope to secure another library in the fall." 

The report from Pocomoke City, Worcester County, is "the 
library has been useful and a very instructive one. Many 
have enjoyed the books. I thank the Commission very much 
for the use of them." 

a 

From Burtonsville, Montgomery County, "the books were 
quite satisfactory." 

The circulation of books among the blind people of the 
State has continued throughout the year, and is one of the 
most interesting features of the Commission's work. It may 
be remembered that the United States Government gives 
free postage on books in raised type for the bUnd persons, and 
that an arrangement was made some time since, with the 
Trustees of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, by which they 
agreed to permit the books for the blind contained in the 
Library, to be sent through the mails to any blind person in 
the State of Maryland. In return for this privilege, the 
Commission agreed to hold itself responsible for the safe 
keeping of the books, and to pay a small sum to the Library 
to cover wear and tear, etc. The books may be kept four 
weeks by the borrower, and as the collection of such books in 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library numbers about 1,000 volumes, 
both in New York Point and in Line Letter, there is ample 
field for selection by the blind people. A Bulletin containing 
a list of the books which are available, is sent to each blind 
person who makes use of the privilege. During the year 
161 books were borrowed by 12 blind persons in the Counties. 
A detailed list of the places to which these books were sent is 
printed in the appendix to this Report. This part of the 
Commission's work is one which serves in a most useful 
manner, a number of persons who otherwise would be cut 
off from all literature. 

We are indebted to the courtesy of Henry Holt & Co. of 
New York City, for copies of three books published by them, 
which volumes we have placed in our traveling libraries. 

From time to time w^ receive requests which show a wide- 
spread interest in our work. During the year we have sent 
files of our reports to Public Libraries^ the Headquarters of 
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the A. L. A., New York Nation, The Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, University of Illinois, etc. 

The expenses from October 1, 1906, to October 1, 1907, 
the fiscal year for the State, have been as follows: Drayage 
and freight, $72.59; postage, $10.52; printing and stationery, 
$55.00; cataloguing, etc., $110.18;binding,$1.90;books,$4 05; 
traveling expenses and salary of Field Secretary, $254.31. On 
October 1, 1907, there was a balance on hand of $920.57. 
Owing to the fact that the report year of the Commission does 
not correspond with the State's fiscal year, bills to a consider- 
able extent in payment for books purchased after October 
1, could not be included in the above statement. 

Respectfully submitted for the Commission, 

M. BATES STEPHENS, 

President. 

BERNARD C. STEINER, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Detailed Report of Field Secretary. 

Two months were spent by me in field work, during which 
time I visited thirteen towns, inspected four libraries,' and 
organized six Library Associations. The following towns 
have now such Associations: — Snow Hill, Pocomoke, Prin- 
cess Anne, Salisbury, Denton, and Greensboro. Cambridge, 
Easton and Trappe have each a subscription library. Hur- 
lock, of the towns visited, is the only one possessing a free 
public library. 

My stay in each town where I attempted to start a library 
depended entirely upon my ability to canvass properly the 
town and engender enthusiasm. In some of the large towns 
I remained as long as two weeks, while in Greensboro, by 
fortuitous circumstances, I was abte to organize a very live 
and progressive Association in forty-eight hours. 

I give below in the order in which I visited the towns and 
the result of my work in them. 

Snow Hill — Library Association organized December 6, 
1906. President, William D. Corddry. Librarian, Rev. Mr. 
J. F. Kirk. 

This Association has the use of the grand jury room at 
the Court House free. Subscriptions have been collected. 
Mr. Kirk is an experienced librarian. 

Pocomoke — Library Association organized December 13, 
1906. Temporary Organization. Colonel Winchester Hall, 
Librarian. Members: William E. Walton, L. Paul Ewell, E. 
Clark Fontaine and others. 

The Presbyterian Church has a branch of the Lottie K. 
Graves Memorial Library for use of its members only, con- 
taining 400 volumes which are replenished by circulation 
from the main library in Philadelphia. Consists mostly of 
fiction. 
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Princess Aiyne — Library Association organized April 11, 
1907. President, Rev. Mr. Lewis R. Watson. Secretary, 
Miss Lidie Waters; Treasurer, Mrs. William H. Dashiell. 

Cm/ieZd— Visited April 12, 1907. I found 200 volume 
subscription library in the store of Mrs. O. P. Gibson. High 
school has about SOO.books. 

Salisbury — Library Association organized April 29, 1907. 
President, Prof. J. Walter Huffington; Secretary, Elmer H. 
Walton, Esq.; Treasurer, Charles Wilkens; Librarian, Prof. 
Myron T. Skinner. 

This library has free quarters at the Eastern Shore College 
and the services of Prof. Skinner as librarian, who is in con- 
stant attendance, free. Benefits have been held, and the pros- 
pects seem bright for a successful library. 

Mardella Springs — ^Visited April 30, 1907. I found about 
400 volumes, the remains of an old library which was sup- 
ported by a now defunct Lyceum, in the possession of Mr. 
Andrew B. Armstrong, who is quite willing to turn them 
over to an Association if organized. 

Hurlock — ^Visited April 30, 1907. I inspected library 
which now has 843 volumes, 264 users, and is practically a 
municipal institution. There is no catalogue, but an attempt 
is made to keep the books of the same author together, and 
to shelve them alphabetically under authors. The Ubrary 
consists almost entirely of fiction. The town pays the rent 
for the building occupied. There are no expenses, and the 
only income is from fines from borrowers. The library owns 
a lot given by Senator Andrews. The organizer is Mr. H. R. 
Walworth, an experienced librarian. 

Cambridge — ^Visited April 30th to May 1st, 1907. I in- 
spected the subscription library maintained by the Woman's 
Club. The library is located in the Masonic Lodge room, and 
has excellent quarters. It contains 1600 volumes consisting 
mostly of light fiction, though it possesses several sets of 
standard works. Nineteen of the forty members of the 
Woman's Club together with fifty-nine outside subscribers 
to the library constitute its membership. Mrs. James M. 
Robertson, the chairman of the library committee is ex oflScio 
librarian. The library is open Tuesday and Saturday from 
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10 to 12:30 in the mornings. The membership fee is $2 per 
year for single ticket and $3 per year for family ticket, the 
former entitling the holder to take out one book and the 
latter two books. Expenses are about $35 per year. There 
is no catalogue and no complete accession list. Lists of new 
books acquired are published in the newspapers. 

While in this town I spoke to a number of persons in regard 
to making the library a free and public one, and I believe 
should an energetic campaign be inaugurated the library 
could be put upon such a basis. 

The High School has a fair library of about 250 volumes. 

Denton — Library Association organized May 17, 1907. 
President, Hon. Henry R. Lewis; Vice President, Mrs. Fred 
R. Owens; Secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth E. Pippen; Treasurer, 
Miss Dora Gelletly. 

It has about ninety members who have paid the member- 
ship fee of $1 for the first year. The county commissioners 
have allowed the use of a room in the Court House furnished 
with a large book-case, chairs and a library table. 

Ridgely— Visited May 20th to May 22d, 1907. A sub- 
scription circulating library recently installed in a drug store 
at considerable expense to the druggist proved a deterring 
factor upon all eflForts to organize an association. 

Greensboro — Library Association organized May 23, 1907. 
President, Mr. F. P. Roe; Vice President, Miss J. Florence 
Barcus; Secretary, Rev. Mr. M. Karcher; Treasurer, Miss 
Mary E. Butterworth. 

The last report shows $50 paid on account of dues. This 
town is quite enthusiastic for a library. 

Easton — Visited June 5th to 14th, 1907. I inspected the 
subscription Ubrary and spoke before the Ubrary board at 
two meetings. This library has excellent quarters and read- 
ing room. It contains about 3000 volumes, has 99 subscribers 
together with 21 children users. The library is open each 
week day from 10 until 6. By subscriptions and benefits 
the library has been supported, though the financial condition 
is a constant worry. The board has often considered it 
advisable on account of lack of funds to close the library. 
I endeavored to have the members entertain a plan for mak- 
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ing the library a free and public institution, but met with 
little encouragement. 

Trappe — ^Visited August 2, 1907. I inspected the Phile- 
mon Dickinson Library (incorporated), which owns its build- 
ing and contains between 1500 to .1600 volumes. Fiction 
predominates, while there are many other divisions of Uter- 
ature well represented. A catalogue under titles is published. 
The income is derived from "benefits" and subscriptions. 
There are about 45 subscribers at' $1 per year for single 
ticket and $2 per year for family tickets. The librarian 
receives $25 per year for salary. President, Dr. James S. 
Chaplin: Secretary-Treasurer, William A. Kirby; Librarian, 
Mrs. Sallie Mullikin. 

The Ubrary is open Wednesday and Saturday afternoons 
from* 2 to 5.30 and Wednesday evening from 6.30 to 8.30. 

Respectfully submitted November 30, 1907. 

ROSS MILES DIGGS, 

Field Secretary, 
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APPENDIX B. 

Number of Traveling Libraries Circulated. 

December 1, 1906— December 1, 1907. 

Anne Arundel County 5 . . . . Jewell 3 

West River 2 

Baltimore County 3 . . . . Roland Park 3 

Calvert County 4 . . . . Chaney 2 

Dunkirk 1 

Solomons 1 

Caroline County 6 . . . . Denton 1 

Federalsburg 2 

Hillsboro 3 

Carroll County 1 . . . . Sandyville 1 

Cecil County 13 ... . Cecilton 3 

Calvert 1 

Colora 2 

• Liberty Grove 1 

North East 3 

Pleasant Hill 2 

Sylmar 1 

Charles County 4 Wayside 4 

Dorchester County 3 . . . . Hollands Island 1 

Vienna 1 

Williamsburg 1 

Frederick County 5 . . . . Adamstown 2 

Brunswick 2 

Jefferson. . . , 1 

Garrett County 2 Deer Park 2 



Harford County 9 . . . . Aberdeen 1 

Bel Air 3 

Fallston 2 

Havre-de-Grace 3 
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Howard County 4 EUicott City 4 

Kent County 4 . . . . Lynch 

RockHall 2 

Worton 

Montgomery County 2 . . . . Burtonsville 

Colesville 



Queen Anne's County. 



Somerset County. 



3 . . . . Crumpton 

Stevensville 2 

2....Crisfield 

Princess Anne 



Talbot County 1 . . . .Trappe. 



Wicomico County 4 . . . . Delmar 

Pittsville 

Salisbury 2 

Worcester County 6 . . . . Pocomoke City 2 

Snow Hill 4 

Books for the Blind were sent to : 

Anne Arundel County Arnold. 

Baltimore County Towson, 

White Hall. 

Carroll County ' Westminster. 

Cecil County Rising Sun. 

Frederick County Frederick, ^ 

Woodsboro. 

Garrett County Bittinger. 

Harford County Fulford. 

Havre-de-Grace . 

Kent County Galena. 

Talbot County Easton. 
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APPENDIX C. 

A BILL ENTITLED AN ACT TO REPEAL AND RE- 
ENACT WITH AMENDMENTS SEC. 95-115, ARTI- 
CLE 77 OF THE CODE OF PUBLIC GENERAL 
LAWS OF 1904. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That Sections 95-115 of the Code of Public General 
Laws of 1904, Title, Public Education; be and the same 
are hereby repealed and re-enacted with amendments so as 
to read as follows: 

Sec. 95. The Governor shall biennially appoint four per- 
sons, at least two of whom shall be women, who, with the 
State Librarian, the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and the Librarian of the Enoch Pratt Fr^e Library shall con- 
stitute the Maryland Public Library Commission. 

Sec. 98. Said commission shall annually elect from their 
own number a president and a secretary, who, with the 
other members of the commission, shall serve without 
pay, but the necessary traveling expenses of the commis- 
sioners in attending upon the meetings of the commission or 
its business away from their homes may be paid out of the 
fund hereby appropriated. The secretary shall also act as 
treasurer of the commission and shall give bond with ap- 
proved security for the proper performance of his duties. 

Sec. 97. Said commission shall give advice and counsel to 
all public libraries and public school libraries in the State 
and to all persons proposing to establish them, as to the best 
means of their establishment and maintenance, the selec- 
tion of books, cataloguing and other details of management. 
Said commission shall annually report to the Governor, in 
the month of November, a full and complete account of 
its doings and of its receipts and expenditures. 
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Sec. 98. Said commission shall organize and conduct 
traveling libraries throughout the State; and in addition 
to the books given to or bought by the commission for this 
purpose, they may use such miscellaneous books from the 
State Library, as may be designated by the State Library 
Committee. 

Sec. 99. Said commission shall formulate such reason- 
able regulations for the use and care of the books of 
such traveling Ubraries as they may deem proper; and shall 
from time to time send out and distribute such books through- 
out the State, and at suitable intervals change such dis- 
tributions so as to secure the greatest advantage. 

Sec. 100. The State Treasurer shall annually on the 
first day of October, pay to the commission the sum of 
two thousand, five hundred dollars for the use of the com- 
mission. 

Sec. 101. Said commission, upon application of the 
library directors of a county, municipality or election district 
which has compUed with the provisions of this law relative 
to the estabUshment of such library and which has previously 
had no free pubUc library owned and controlled by said 
county, municipaUty or election district, may expend not more 
than one hundred dollars for books to be selected and pur- 
chased by said commission and delivered to said directors 
for the purpose of estabUshing a free public library. 

Sec. 102. The Boards of County Commissioners shall have 
power to establish and maintain central free public Ubraries 
at the county seats of their respective counties with branches 
in such places' within the limits of said counties as the demand 
of the people of the vicinity may justify, so as to give them 
convenient access to the free libraries and reading rooms, and 
that the legislative authority of any incorporated municipal- 
ity shall have power to establish public libraries in like man- 
ner for said municipality. 

Sec. 103. The Board of County Commissioners of any 
county in the State, for the estabUshment and main- 
tenance of said free pubUc libraries and reading rooms in 
their respective counties for the use and benefit of the people 
of such counties, may levy an annual tax not exceeding five 
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cents of each one hundred dollars of the assessed valuation 
of taxable property; such tax to be levied and collected in 
like manner as other general taxes of said county, and 
when collected to be known as the public library fund. 

Sec. 104. , In case a majority of the voters in any elec- 
tion district shall petition the Board of County Commis- 
sioners to establish a public library in said district, the said 
Board shall establish and control such public library in the 
same manner as the legislative authority of an incorporated 
municipality may establish and control a library under this 
act, and said Board of County Commissioners may levy a 
tax on the election district for the said library in like manner 
as is done for the library of an incorporated municipality 
and to the same amount and said election district library 
shall be managed in the same manner as the library of an 
incorporated municipaUty. 

Sec. 105. The legislative authority of any municipality 
may levy a tax for public library purposes upon the assessed 
valuation of the taxable property within said municipality, 
not exceeding seven cents of each one hundred dollars, to 
be collected in Uke manner as the other taxes of said mimici- 
pality. The money so collected by the governing boards 
of the incorporated municipalities to be paid over to the 
trustees or board of directors, to be appointed as hereinafter 
provided, and to be expended by them as in their judgment 
they may deem best. 

Sec. 103. Whenever any Board of County Commissioners 
or legislative authority of an incorporated municipality shall 
have determined to establish and maintain public libraries 
and reading rooms under this Act, such Board of County 
Commissioners or legislative authority of an incorporated 
municipality shall appoint for such county, election district 
or incorporated municipality, a board of nine directors, 
who shall be chosen at large with reference to their fitness 
for such office; said directors shall hold office, one-third for 
two -years, one-third for four years, and one-third for 
six years, from the first of January following their appoint- 
ment and until their successors are chosen. At their 
first regular meeting they shall cast lots for their respec- 
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tive terms, and biennially thereafter the Board of County 
Commissioners or legislative authority of the municipality 
shall, appoint as before, three directors to take the place of 
the retiring directors, who shall hold office for six years and 
until their successors are appointed. The Board of County 
Commissioners or legislative authority of the municipality 
may remove any director for inefficiency, misconduct or 
neglect of duty. 

Sec. 107. Vacancies in the said board of directors occasioned 
by removal, resignation or otherwise, shall be reported to 
the Board of County Commissioners or legislative authority 
of the municipality and shall be filled forthwith by them for 
the unexpired portion of the term. 

Sec. 108. Said directors shall, immediately after their 
appointment, meet at the call of the County Commissioners 
or legislative authority of the municipality, and organize by 
the election of a president and vice-president from their own 
number, and a person or persons to act as secretary and 
treasurer. The treasurer so elected shall give bond for the 
faithful performance of his trust in such sum as said Ubrary 
board shall determine; the said bond to be approved by the 
said library board and the expense thereof paid out of the 
library fund. Directors shall receive no compensation; they 
shall make and adopt by-laws, rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with this Act, for their own guidance and for the 
government of the libraries and reading rooms . They shall have 
exclusive control of the expenditure of all moneys collected to 
the credit of the library fund under this Act, but such expendi- 
tures and all contracts made by them shall not exceed the 
appropriations provided and made under Sections 3 and 4 of 
this Act. They shall also have control of the construction of 
any library building, and of the supervision, care and custody 
of the library grounds, rooms or buildings constructed or set 
apart for that purpose; and they shall have power to purchase 
or lease grounds, to occupy, lease or erect an appropriate build- 
ing or buildings for the use of said library, to appoint a^.suit- 
able librarian and assistants, to fix the compensation of such 
appointees and to remove them if unsatisfactory, and shall 
in general carry out the spirit and intent of this Act in 
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establishing and maintaining public libraries and reading 
rooms. 

Sec. 109. All moneys collected for such libraries and 
reading rooms by the County Commissioners or governing 
boards of incorporated municipalities as hereinabove pro- 
vided, shall be deposited in the treasury of said county or 
of the said municipality respectively, to the credit of the 
library fund, and shall be kept separate and apart from 
other moneys of such county or municipality, and paid 
over to the treasurer of the Ubrary board upon the demand 
of the board. 

Sec. 110. Every library and reading room established 
under this Act shall be forever free to the use of the 
inhabitants of the county, election district or municipality 
where it is located; subject, however, to such reasonable 
rules and • regulations as the Ubrary board may adopt 
and said board may exclude from the use of said libraries and 
reading rooms any and all persons who shall wilfully violate 
such rules, and may extend the privilege of said library to 
persons living outside of the county or municipality, upon 
such terms and conditions as said board may from time to 
time by its regulations prescribe. 

Sec. 111. Every person who shall steal or unlawfully 
take or detain, or who shall mutilate, injure or disfigure 
by writing, marking, cutting, tearing, or otherwise, any 
book, map, picture, engraving, manuscript or other property 
of any public library or circulating library, or library belong- 
ing to the State of Maryland, or to any municipality or 
public body or incorporated institution, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined 
not more than one hundred dollars or be imprisoned for not 
more than three months, or, in the discretion of the court, 
may be both fined and imprisoned as aforesaid. 

Sec. 112. Each Ubrary board shall make an annual re- 
port to the County Commissioners or legislative authority 
of the municipality, on or before the twentieth day of Jan- 
uary, stating the condition of their trust on the first day of 
January in that year, the various sums of money received 
from the library board and from other sources, and how 
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such moneys have been expended and for what purposes, 
the number of books an(i periodicals on hand, the number 
added by purchase, gift or otherwise during the year, the 
number lost or missing, the number of books loaned out, 
and the general character and kind of such books, with- such 
other statistics and information and suggestions as they may 
deem of general interest. All such portion of said report as 
relates to the receipt and expenditure of money shall be sub- 
ject to the audit of the County Commissioners or legislative 
authority of the municipality. A copy of said report shall 
be sent annually to the Maryland public Ubrary commission. 

Sec. 113. The said Ubrary board may receive, hold and 
possess, or sell and dispose of all such gifts, donations 
devises, bequests and legacies as may be made to the 
County Commissioners, to the municipality, or to the library 
board for the purpose of establishing, increasing 'or improv- 
ing such public library. In such cases, the library board 
shall act as trustees, and have control of such gifts, dona- 
tions, devises, bequests and legacies, and may apply the 
proceeds, interests, rents and profits accruing therefrom, in 
such manner as will best promote the prosperity and utility 
of such library; provided, such application be according to the 
terms of the gifts, donations, devises, bequests and legacies. 

Sec. 114. Every public library established under this law 
shall receive from the State a copy of the laws, journals and 
all other books pubUshed by the authority of the State, and 
in return therefor shall transmit a copy of its annual report 
to the State Library. 

Sec. 115. All real estate acquired for the use and benefit of 
any library and reading room, established as aforesaid, and 
all property that shall be a part of any such library and read- 
ing room shall be exempt from all State, coimty and muni-, 
cipal taxation. 

' Sec. 2. And he it enacted, That this Act shall take effect 
from the date of its passage. 
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Sir: The last report of this Commission stated that the 
services of Miss Mary P. Farr, as Field Secretary and Library 
Organizer, had been secured for the year 1909. Miss Farr 
began her work for the Commission, upon the first of January 
and her long training in connection with the organization of 
libraries throughout the country has been of great value to 



the cause of library progress in Maryland throughout the 
year. Her detailed report is given immediately following the 
report of the Commission. After beginning work in Balti- 
more and Harford Counties, she visited, during the year, the 
counties of the Eastern Shore as far south as Dorchester, and 
those of Western Maryland from Garrett to Carroll. Her 
engagement with the Commission will continue until April 
1, when we shall be forced to lose the benefit of her experience, 
enthusiasm, and devotion to the work, unless we receive an 
increased appropriation for the work of the Commission. 
The stimulus she has given to the use of Traveling Libraries 
may easily be seen from the detailed report of such libraries 
circulated, which is given in the Appendix. Her work has 
also been extremely efficient and satisfactory in the way of 
advising committees in charge of public libraries and persons 
planning to establish such institutions. The result of the 
year's experiment has conclusively demonstrated the need 
of a permanent Field Secretary' and the valuable aid which 
she can render to the library interests of the State. We hope 
most earnestly that we shall receive such an appropriation 
as shall render it possible to have such an officer. 

As showing the valuable work which can be done by a pub- 
lic library in a small town, and that it is possible for a village 
of little population to maintain a free public library, the fol- 
lowing figures from the Wisconsin Library Bulletin of Decem- 
ber, 1908, are of interest. In that State there are 156 Free 
Public Libraries, of which 76 are situated in towns contain- 
ing a population of between 1,000 and 5,000, and 45 are sit- 
uated in towns containing a population of less than 1,000 
people. Forty-six of the total number of libraries contain 
less than 1,000 volumes; 30 libraries contain between 1,000 
and 2,500 volumes, and 35 libraries contain between 2,500 
and 5,000 volumes. Of the 118 libraries which reported the 
amount of the tax levy in the past year, 19 received less than 
$100; 15 received between $200 and $300; 15 received be- 
tween $300 and $500; and 27 received between $500 and 
$1,000. 

An article, entitled "The Library in the Rural School," 
by Mr. M. Bates Stephens, President of the Commission, is 
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contained in the Atlantic Educational Journal for February- 
March, 1909. 

In an appendix there is printed the proposed improved 
State Library Law, which we hope may be enacted into law 
by the next Legislature in order that the Commission may be 
able to accomplish a wider and more efficient work. 

The Commission also prints in appendices statistical infor- 
mation with reference to the libraries of the State, as well as 
historical sketches of some of the more important of these 
institutions. For the statements made in these sketches, 
the Commission is not responsible, but the endeavor has been 
made to secure, in each case, a writer whose reputation should 
be a guarantee for the accuracy of the articles. 

Comparatively few books were purchased for the Travel- 
ing Libraries during the year, inasmuch as our efforts were 
largely devoted to getting the 85 libraries we already pos- 
sessed, into the hands of the people of the State. We have 
added, however, a library on nature study, two libraries for 
teachers, two libraries on history and one general library. 
The libraries upon United States history and pedagogy were 
added in accordance with requests from the History Teachers 
Association and the State Board of Education. The special 
libraries now cover the subjects of Maryland history. United 
States history, agriculture, farm animals, nature study and 
pedagogy. In general, the people using the libraries highly 
appreciate the privilege and the Field Secretary has been 
able to suggest suitable libraries for use in many communities. 
Each library contains about thirty-five volumes, half of the 
books in each general library being works of fiction, and half 
miscellaneous standard books. 

During the year 179 Traveling Libraries were sent to 18 
of the 23 counties, the greatest number going to any county 
being 29, sent to Cecil County. For several years, we have 
owned a sufficient number of libraries to enable us to grant 
all applications promptly, and shall be glad to have it gen- 
erally understood that such libraries may be procured from 
the Commission, but may have to delay for some time filling 
applications, owing to the great demand for the cases from 
all parts of Maryland. The locked wooden case containing 
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each library is sent to any part of the State, by freight or 
express, from the office of the Commission at the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, in Baltimore City, on the application of at 
least three responsible citizens of the vicinity to which the 
case is sent. These applications must be accompanied by a 
registration fee of 50 cents, which is used in part payment of 
the cost of transportation. A library may be kept for four 
months by those who have borrowed it, and may then be 
exchanged for another library, on payment of a similar 
registration fee of 50 cents. 

The arrangement was continued with the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library by which books in the Library in New York 
Point or Line Letter were sent free of cost to any blind person 
in the State of Maryland. Through the generosity of the 
Federal Government these books are sent through the mails 
free of postage, but on account of their size they are not deliv- 
ered by letter carriers. There have been 22 readers of books 
for the blind who borrowed 127 books. A detailed list of 
the places to which those books were sent is as follows: 

Baltimore County: Gittings, Parkville, White Hall; 
Carroll County; Westminster; Cecil County: Rising Sun; 
Charles County: Harris Lot; Frederick County: Frederick 
City, Woodsboro; Garrett County: Bittinger; Harford 
County: Belair, Forest Hill, Havre-de-Grace; Howard 
County : Lisbon ; Kent County : Still Pond ; Somerset County : 
Wenonai Talbot County: Easton; Washington County: Hag- 
erstown; Worcester County: Snow Hill. 

The expenses of the Commission from October 1, 1908, 
to October 1, 1909, the State's fiscal year, have been as fol- 
lows: 

Drayage and freight $149 .93 

Postage 16.58 

Printing and stationery 72. 27 

Clerical work of secretary's oflSce, cataloguing, etc . . . 157 . 10 

Binding 5 . 65 

Books 100.57 

Salary of Field Secretary 900.00 

Miscellaneous expenses 8 . 52 



The Trustees of The Enoch Pratt Free Library have con- 
tinued to permit the Commission to have its office in their 
Main Building. 

Respectfully submitted for the Commission, 

M. Bates Stephens, 

President. 

Bernard C. Steiner, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 



REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY. 

It gives me great pleasure to submit to you the following 
report of the work carried on in the field in the past year. 
In the county seats, it was my endeavor to set movements 
on foot toward the establishment of county libraries. In 
the smaller towns and villages, I have endeavored to interest 
the people in the Traveling Libraries. To gain time in visit- 
ing several towns in one day, word was sent ahead of the 
time I should arrive, asking that a number of people be gath- 
ered together to meet me to look over the lists of the books 
in the libraries. Meetings were held in every possible place : 
in churches, in school-houses, in stores, in parlors, on piazzas, 
and by the wayside. In many instances, a number of people 
were assembled and enthusiastically greeted the offer of the 
libraries. In some cases, the occasion was made a social 
function, while in other instances, no preparation whatever 
was made and house to house calls were paid to interest the 
people. The towns in which the most work was done, 
often show the least results. Visits were paid to as many 
schools as possible and talks were given to the children upon 
the work of the Commission and the use of books in general. 
The personal acquaintance of all the teachers in each county 
was sought and help given to them in the selection of books 
useful to them in their work. The meeting of the State 
Teachers' Association at Mountain Lake Park was attended 
and ten days were spent at the Summer School in Frostburg. 
A series of articles dealing with the work of the Commission, 
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or giving suggestive lists of books for the teachers are pub- 
lished in the Atlantic Educational Journal each month. 

For statistics of libraries see Appendix I; for history of 
libraries see Appendix II; for names of towns visited and of 
towns to which Traveling Libraries have been sent see Appen- 
dix III. Some of the towns were reached by letter, telephone 
or by personal interv^iew with a representative. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county, July 17 to August 26. 

Cumberland, A public meeting was planned, but was 
given up at the request of the ladies of the Civic League, 
as they wish to take the initiative in establishing a public 
library in Cumberland, which project they hope to undertake 
in the spring. Prominent men and women of the town were 
interviewed, however, to prepare the way for the work of the 
Civic League. 

Frosthurg. A public meeting was held August 25, at which 
a committee of five was appointed to formulate plans for 
establishing a public library. This meeting was held during 
the session of the Summer School, hoping that the interest 
and enthusiasm aroused by the Summer School might extend 
to the library movement. The instructors in the school, who 
represented Michigan, Ohio, New York, and Pennsylvania 
were much surprised, in referring their pupils to the public 
library, to learn that none existed in either Frostburg or 
Cumberland. 

Many of the towns visited in Allegany county showed 
absolutely no interest in the work. The county superin- 
tendent promises on a second visit to cooperate with the 
Commission by holding parents' meetings in connection with 
the school. Other towns which showed the greatest interest 
and enthusiasm at the time of the visit have failed to apply 
for Traveling Libraries. This may be due to the fact that 
they are farming communities and are waiting for the busy 
season to be over before sending for the books. 



BALTIMORE COUNTY. 

January 2 to 8, November 5. 

The work in Baltimore County has been limited to a few 
towns around Baltimore City as it seemed best to visit the 
more remote towns first. Talks were given in both the white 
and colored Normal Schools in Baltimore City. 

CAROLINE COUNTY. 

June 2 to 19. 

Denton, Two public meetings were held to discuss the 
establishment of a county library. At the first meeting held 
June 7, a committee of five was appointed to appeal to the 
County Commissioners for an appropriation. 

The second meeting, June 15, was called by the County 
Commissioners to learn the views of the county on the matter. 
The subject was thoroughly discussed and many who came 
to the meeting strongly opposed to the movement went away 
convinced of the need and value of a library in the county. 
No definite action was taken, but the committee are planning 
a campaign in the near future and the prospect looks promis- 
ing. 

The books in the Denton Free Library were rearranged and 
a simpler charging system was installed. 

Federalsburg, Library Association organized June 16. 

Greensboro. The Library was reclassified, the paper labels 
removed from the backs of the books and the numbers were 
put on in white ink. 

Preston. Library Association organized June 17. 

Ridgeley. Mrs. Delia Sardsburg hopes to establish a 
children's library in a little school-house she has built. 

CARROLL COUNTY. 

October 18 to November 4, November 8 to 9. 

Hampstead. Hampstead Library Association organized 
November 8, with 39 members. It was proposed that a 
suitable room be secured and opened as a public library and 
reading room and that arrangements be made for lectures to 
be given from time to time. An offer of the first six months' 
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rent was made, a bookcase and books, a stove and shades 
for the windows were donated. A young man offered to 
stain the floor of the room. 

CECIL COUNTY. 

February 5 to 19. 

Chesapeake City. The town people were interviewed and 
the possibility of opening the school library, as a free libra^-y 
and reading room was discussed. This proposition was 
favored by the members of the school board present at a 
small meeting held February 13. Two weeks later, the 
pupils of the school raised $44 by an entertainment given for 
library purposes. 

Elkton. Two public meetings were held. At the first 
meeting February 10, a committee of five was appointed, 
who formulated a plan of organization and presented the 
same at a second meeting, February 18. This plan was that 
a library association be formed as a stock company, selling 
300 shares at $5 a share. The money thus raised was to be 
used as a nucleus of a free library fund. A second committee 
of three was appointed to sell the shares. At a subsequent 
meeting held in April, the committee reported that thus far 
only $350 had been raised and the project was dropped. 

Rising Sun. A public meeting was held February 6, at 
which a committee of three was appointed to formulate plans 
for the organization of a library association. 

FREDERICK COUNTY. 

September 16 to October 16. 

Emmittsburg. A day was spent here in rearranging the 
books in the library, and a proposition was made to the trus- 
tees of the library that a free ticket fund be established which 
might be subscribed by those who have libraries of their own 
and who make this as a reason for not subscribing to the 
librar}\ 

Frederick City. A public meeting was held September 28, 
at which a committee of five was appointed to formulate 
plans for establishing a public library as a preliminary step 
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towards the Artz Memorial Library. It was proposed that 
if the St. John's Circulating Library be available, it might be 
used as a nucleus of the same. 

GARRETT COUNTY. 

July 3 to 16. 

Oakland. At a public meeting held July 12, a committee 
of five was appointed to formulate plans to report at a sub- 
sequent meeting to be called in the fall. As the greater part 
of the business of Oakland is conducted during the summer 
months, it was felt that little work could be done for the 
library until the fall. It was proposed that the High School 
Library be moved to a room in the center of the town and a 
librarian be appointed to take charge of the same. 

HARFORD COUNTY. 

January 9 to February 4. 

Aberdeen. Three days were spent here in endeavoring 
to interest the men of the town in the library but to no avail. 
The ladies are taking an active interest and have built up a 
splendid little library which has an attractive little room in 
the Town hall. The room is papered in a dull red, the paper 
and the work being a gift of the paperhanger in town. The 
book-shelves have been stained in walnut, — ^these with the 
rug, and dark table cover and shaded lamp (all of which have 
been gifts to the library) make a cosey, home-like library. 
I was fortunate to arrive in time to attend an entertainment 
given for the benefit of the library. At present, the library 
subscribes to no magazines and I tried to talk up the matter 
of subscribing for a few magazines and opening the library 
as a free reading-room. This is one of the towns in which 
the Field Secretary could do much toward increasing the 
usefulness of the library and encouraging those who are al- 
ready giving much of their time, if she could be allowed to 
remain a few weeks. 

Bel Air. A public meeting was held January 16, at which 
it was proposed that the Harford County Historical Society 
take up the project of a library. A second meeting was held 
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January 19, in conjunction with the Harford County His- 
torical Society. A committee of five was appointed to secure 
a suitable room for the housing of the books and papers of the 
Historical Society and to open the same as a public library 
for Harford County. A third meeting was held January 23 , 
subscription papers were prepared, soliciting gifts of books 
and magazines. Generous offers were made by several 
citizens, of books to be given as soon as a room could be 
secured. The loan of Warner's Library of the World's Best 
Literature and the Historians' History of the World was 
offered. As yet no room has been secured and many of the 
books donated are waiting in the School Commissioners office. 
At a meeting of the Historical Society on October 23, a plan 
was devised by which they think before long they shall have 
a commodious building with a library and reading-room. 

Havre de Grace, The City Fathers gave me a hearing and 
were in favor of a public library for Havre de Grace. They 
said, however, they could make no appropriation for the same, 
unless an appeal came from the people. It was suggested 
that the Board of Trade might take the matter up. The 
officers of this body were called upon and agreed to lay the 
matter before the next meeting, but they reported later that, 
owing to pressure of other business and the lateness of the 
hour, the library question was laid upon the table. Four 
days were spent here, calling upon the most prominent people 
to interest them in the matter. The school teachers report 
that they never lose an opportunity of impressing upon the 
children the value of a public library to both the teachers and 
pupils, hoping thereby to rouse the parents to action. Here, 
as elsewhere, the people recognize the necessity of a public 
library and yet they fail to take any action toward the estab- 
lishment of one. Both the Odd Fellows and the Masonic 
Lodge have good libraries in their rooms, which are little 
used even by the members. In talking the matter over with 
some of the members, it was thought that both these orders 
could be induced to contribute their books toward a public 
library. 

In the Sunday-school of Rev. Walter Rue Murray, the 
Traveling Libraries have done and are doing good service. 
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KENT COUNTY. 

February 23 to March 3. 

Chestertown. Here the public library is supported by the 
Woman's Literary Club. We classified the books according 
to the decimal classification, took off the paper labels and 
marked the books in white ink and rearranged the fiction 
according to authors. The young ladies were most enthus- 
iastic over the changes and spent two days with me in doing 
the work. We installed a new and simpler charging system 
and they report that It is working beautifully for them. I 
gave them a promise of a card catalogue, if a second visit 
can be made. 

A visit was paid to the Washington College Library. Dr. 
Cain, the president, is anxious to see more special libraries 
placed in our Traveling Libraries. 

QUEEN ANNE's COUNTY. 

March 4 to 6 and May 8 to June 1. 

Centreville. The prospect here was most discouraging for 
at our first public meeting, May 17, only five people were 
present. However they were five people who counted and a 
committee of five was appointed to solicit funds and formu- 
late a plan of organization. At a second meeting. May 24, 
a library association was organized and the Centreville Free 
Library, after having been closed some years, was re-opened, 
with an afternoon tea, in attractive rooms in the center of the 
town. A rug, the curtains, a couch and other furniture were 
donated. Two cases of the Traveling Libraries were bor- 
rowed. This fall a musicale was given for the benefit of the 
library, clearing about $30. A regular librarian is employed 
and the library is open every Tuesday and Saturday after- 
noons. 

Queenstown, The Queenstown Public Library was re- 
opened May 29, in a room in the News building with Miss 
Ella A. Aker as Librarian. The occasion was made a fes- 
tive one and lemonade and cake were served as a gift from 
the ladies in the town. The ladies aided also in preparing the 
room for the occasion and in receiving the guests. The re- 

11 



opening was due to the generosity of De Courcy W. Thom, 
Esq., who has oflfered the trustees an annual sum of $50 for 
its support. The library had been established largely through 
the efforts of Mr. Thorn and had been closed in September, 
1908, owing to the withdrawal of the municipal tax. We 
rescued the books none too soon, for we found them wet with 
dampness from the building they were stored in. The 
library reports a good circulation, the largest being during 
the month of August. 

TALBOT COUNTY. 

June 22 to 24, November 11 to 24. 

The outlook for a Talbot County Free Library looks most 
promising. At a meeting held with the Committee of the 
Mercantile Library of Easton on November 13, it was pro- 
posed that that Library be turned over to the county, pro- 
vided the County Commissioners appropriate a fund for 
its support. The following week visits were paid to St. 
Michaels, Oxford and Cordova. The taxpayers were inter- 
viewed and public meetings were held in each place. Repre- 
sentatives were appointed to make an appeal to the County 
Commissioners. Everywhere the project met with favor. 
The Committee was granted a hearing by the Boaid of 
County Commissioners on November 23, who promised to 
give the matter careful consideration before the next tax 
levy in May. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

August 27 to 30. 

Boonsboro, A visit was paid to the library in Boonsboro 
which originally belonged to the Republican Club and was 
turned over to the town, largely through the efforts of Mr. 
H. S. Bomberger, who, in the Legislature of 1898, introduced 
the first state library law. The library is now a branch of the 
Washington Coimty Free Library. Two hundred books 
are sent out from the main library and exchanged for a fresh 
supply every two weeks. 

Hagerstown, Washington County Free Library. The 
days here were spent in reveling in a library in which " things 
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were reaUy being done/' in gathering suggestions for work 
* throughout the State and in comparing notes with Miss Tit- 
comb. Everywhere have I been holding this library up as a 
model and regret that the representatives from other coun- 
ties could not spend a few days there or take a trip on the 
library wagon. The last pleasure I was obliged to forego 
owing to the illness of the janitor. 

The towns visited far outnumber the towns that have 
applied for the Traveling Libraries, as will be seen by Appen- 
dix III. This would be discouraging were it not for the 
fact that we realize that the people are slow in taking hold 
of any movement. The personal acquaintance of the people 
has been made and their needs recognized. The demand for 
the special libraries has been great. The five new special 
libraries, just added, will help greatly to meet this demand. 
The two libraries on pedagogy, the titles of which were sug- 
gested by Dr. Frank A. Manny of the Western State Normal 
School, Kalamazoo, Mich., will be sent to those who are now 
on the waiting list for the Pedagogical Library selected last 
year by Dr. Stephens. The two libraries on history, pre- 
pared from the bibliography published in the Atlantic Edu- 
cational Journal J will be sent to those who have requested 
books on history. The Nature Libraries are meeting a like 
demand. Requests have been made for libraries on special 
topics for study clubs and missions for missionary societies. 

We need libraries especially adapted for the different grades 
of the schools, that may serve as guides and models for the 
teachers in the selection of books for their school libraries. 
We need libraries, composed entirely of books for young 
people, that may be used for Sunday-school libraries. We 
need more libraries of popular books, not necessarily the 
latest novels, but good books on history, science, art and 
questions of the day popularly treated. We need more illus- 
trated books, especially the standard novels. If we could 
replace the standard novels we now have in the libraries with 
attractive illustrated editions of the same book we would have 
the books more widely read. 

Could we distribute printed lists of the books in the libra- 
ries, the libraries would give much better satisfaction. The 
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typewritten lists that have been carried to each town for 
inspection have done much toward giving the people the 
books they want. One town may deem a library " a lot of 
old books every one has read/' while another town may be 
delighted with the very same library. 

We should follow up the towns who were enthusiastic in 
receiving the offer but who failed to apply for Ubraries, but 
first of all we must add more libraries for should all the 198 
towns visited apply, our 91 libraries would not reach very 
far over the State. We should follow up the towns who fail 
to apply the second time for a library, for if dissatisfaction was 
felt with the library received, we must see that a second 
library meets their needs. 

Last and by no means least, we should visit the towns in 
which libraries are stationed, to see that the books are reach- 
ing the people. In some cases, I have found the person in 
charge demanding a fee of five cents for each book borrowed. 
This immediately defeats the plan of the libraries and the 
books fail to reach the people who need the library. In such 
cases the custodian of the books has not collected thereby 
much over the amount of the fifty cent fee. After talking 
the matter over with the town people, they agreed to con- 
tribute toward the 50 cents, and voted that the books 
should be free to all. In other instances, the Ubraries are 
not sufficiently advertised in the village. Whenever I 
was fortunate enough to be in a town having one of our 
cases, I endeavored to talk over the individual books with 
the people. 

While we are building up our Traveling Library System we 
must not neglect the permanent libraries, already established, 
many of which are struggling for existence. In the majority 
of these libraries, the librarian is giving his or her time and 
services and has welcomed gladly the visit of the field secre- 
tary. A few weeks spent in such a library would do much 
toward building up the library. Some of the Ubraries are 
catering only to the novel reader. Could the field secretary 
spend a little time there and a sufficient sum be raised, she 
might be able to show the students of a town of what use a 
good-working reference library could be to them. The one 
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thing needed in the State is to show the people what a public 
library really is and what good work it can do. The majority 
of the people do not know that they want a public Ubrary. 
In Cumberland, for example, twice has the question of a 
public library been put to popular vote and twice has it been 
voted down and, on another occasion, they rejected Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie's offer. 

There in Cumberland the Y. M. C. A. has a good working 
library of about 3,000 volumes, which were purchased by 
Mr. Harrv H. K. Duke from selections made from the A. L. 
A. Catalogue of 1893. He conducted this Library, in con- 
nection with his book store for a number of years, but, find- 
ing that it was not appreciated, he turned it over to the 
Y. M. C. A. At present the only books really used are the 
boys' works of fiction. The teachers and students of the 
town complain that they have no books for reference or study, 
while there at their very door is a good reference library. If 
the Field Secretary could remain there six months, get per- 
mission from the Y. M. C. A. to open this as a free public 
library, and raise funds to add what books may be necessary, 
she could show the people what a help a public library may 
be to them. 

Instances could be cited of other towns having splendid 
collections of books lying idle on the shelves, some of them 
remnants of former library movements. Those who were 
most enthusiastic in starting such movements are now pessi- 
mists and say that a public library was once established, but 
was not appreciated by the people. We must show the 
towns that a collection of books, however well classified and 
catalogued is not a library. It needs a librarian, who will 
see that the books reach the people and the people, the books. 
We must show them that the librarian's duties do not all lie 
within the four wals of thel library, that she must go out and 
learn the needs of the people and see that the library is meet- 
ing their needs. She must keep the library and the books 
constantly before the eyes and in the minds of the people. 
She must be ready to direct and guide those who do not 
know the books thev want. 

If the Field Secretarv could be allowed to remain some 
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months in a town in which such a collection may be found, 
she could train a librarian in the proper administration of a 
library and build up a nucleus of a good public library. The 
possibility of such a visit might lead to dej&nite action, on 
the part of those already interested in the library movement, 
and might also be an inducement for the people to raise the 
necessary funds to carry on the library. 

The field is a large one and the good that we may accom- 
plish is tremendous, if we can but carry on the work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary P. Farr, 

Field Secretary. 
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APPENDIX I 

REPORT ON LIBRARIES IN MARYLAND IN 1909 

Note — ^The statistics of the individiial libraries in the oublio schools have not 
been given, except in cases which the library is used by the general public. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY. 

School Libraries are found in nearly every school, and average from 
20 to 1500 volumes. Teachers' Library of 625 volumes. 

Cumberland. Carroll Club Library, a Roman CathoUc club estab- 
lished June 26, 1906. 1,100 volumes, mostly fiction. 70 borrowers. 
Supported by fund appropriated by the club from membership dues. 
Used by members only. Hours: Monday and Thursday, 8 to 9 p.m. 
Miss B. A. Noone, Librarian. 

Young Men's Christian Association Library. 2,806 volumes, 30 
magazines. Library is classified according to the Dewey Decimal 
Classification with a partial card catalogue. The reading-room is well 
patronized, but aside from the boys' fiction the books circulate very 
little. The book-cases are locked and application must be made to the 
Secretary for any book desired. Hours: Daily, 9. a.m to 10 p.m. Mr. 
Jesse L. Orrick, Chairman of Library Committee. 

Ellerslie. Country Reading Club, 100 volumes. Twelve High 
School boys have fitted up the summer kitchen in the home of Mr. 
Thomas Buchanan as a library and reading-room. Every Friday night 
during the winter they meet to study current literature and read a good 
book. One hour is devoted to study and no boy is allowed to speak 
during that period under penalty of fifteen cents fine. Every book 
added to the Library is submitted to Mr. Buchanan for approval before 
it is placed on the shelves. These same boys walk four miles a day to a 
car line to attend the High School in Cumberland. 

Lonaconing. Central High School Library. Established April 12, 
1901. 1,200 volumes. Friday afternoons open to the public. A mem- 
ber of the senior class, with two assistants, acts as Librarian during the 
school year. 

Mount Savage. Roman Catholic Sodality Library. Established in 
January or February, 1908. 476 volumes, for the members of the Sodality. 
Rooms in the Parochial School. Hours: Mondays and Fridays, 7 to 
8 p.m. Miss Katherine McNamee and Miss Veronica McDermott, 
Librarians. 
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Westemport. High School Library. 1,400 volumes. Mr. O. H. 
Bruce, principal of the school, acts as Librarian. 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY. 

Annapolis. Maryland State Library. (See Appendix II.) 

St. John's College Library. Library contains about 9,500 volumes 
and includes several hundred books, the remnant of the Provincial 
Library of 1,100 volumes sent over by Rev. Thomas Bray in 1699, and 
2,000 pamphlets. Prof. F. E. Daniels, Librarian. 

MiUersviUe. Anne Arundel Academy, 500 volumes. 

West River. Subscription Library. 30 subscribers. Rev. Mr. F. A. 
Mayo, Librarian. 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

Academy of the Visitation. 7,040 volumes. 

Archbishop's Library. Established about 1830. About 10,000 
volumes, chiefly theological books. Kept in residence of Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Baltimore. Rev. Louis O'Donovan, Librarian. 

BaUimore and Ohio Employees Free Circulating Library. Established 
in 1884. 15,000 volumes. 2,000 borrowers. $2500 expended annually. 
20,000 volumes circulated last year. Traveling Libraries are shipped 
out to any point on the B. and O., the railroad sending the books the 
men call for. The agent at the station takes charge of the same. Each 
man employed on the road has a card, which his family may use as well. 
Catalogue printed in 1888 with supplements since. Hours, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Mrs. E. P. Irving, Librarian. 

BaUimore City CoUege.^ Originally public school teachers' Library, 
established 1872. Became Library of Baltimore City College December 
1,1904. 9,241 volumes. 43,863 volmnes circulated last year. Library 
governed by the School Board of Baltimore City. Expended last year 
for salaries, $900; for books, $750. Hours: daily during the school year, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Miss Alice W. Reins, 
Librarian. 

BaUimore City Library. The Library was founded in 1875. A 
reference collection of books kept in the City Hall, comprising about 
20,000 volumes, chiefly municipal reports and other books suited to the 
use of the City Council and Municipal Departments. Hours, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. daily except Saturday, 9 a.m. to 12 m. Saturday. Wilbur F. 
Coyle, Librarian. 

BaUimore Law School. Founded in 1900. About 700 volumes. 
Edwin W. Dickinson, Librarian. 

BaUimore Monthly Meeting of Friends Library. (See Appendix II.) 

BaUimore Polytechnic Institute. 2,000 volumes. 

Baltimore Teachers* Training School. 4,000 volumes. 

Boys' Latin School. 300 volumes. 

Bryn Mawr School. 1,350 volumes. 

Calvert Hall College. 5,392 volumes. 
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College of Physicians and Surgeons Library, Established in 1905. 
1,202 volumes. The books have been largely donated. Annually 
expended for salaries, $420. Hours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., October to May. 
Miss Ethel I. Disney, Librarian. 

Enoch Pratt Free Library. (See Appendix II.) 

Epiphany Apostolic College. 500 volumes. 

Friends School. 3,000 volumes. 

Girls* Latin. School. 1,203 volumes. 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows Library. (See Appendix II.) 

Johns Hopkins University Library. (See Appendix II.) 

F, Knapp's Institute. 3,050 volumes. 

Library Company of the Baltimore Bar. Established in 1840. Kept 
in the Court House. A valuable collection of law books, numbering 
about 29,000 volumes. Hours, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. A. H. Mettee, Esq., 
Librarian. 

Loyola College Library. Established 1852. A collection of about 
41,000 volumes, 5,000 pamphlets, chiefly used by the faculty and stu- 
dents of the institution. Library is used by 150 students and receives 
from the students fees amounting to $200 annually. The Library is open 
from 12 m. to 1 p.m., and from 2.30 to 3.30 p.m. Rev. Jos. J. Mc- 
Laughlin, Librarian. 

Maryland Diocesan Library. (See Appendix II.) 

Maryland Historical Society Library. (See Appendix II.) 

Maryland Institute Library. (See Appendix II.) 

Maryland Penitentiary Library. 6,000 volumes. 

Maryland Pythian Library. 10,800 volumes. 

Maryland School for the Blind. 3,500 volumes. John F. Bledsoe, 
Librarian. 

Maryland State Normal School Library. Established in 1866. 4,000 
volumes classified according to the Dewey Decimal Classification. The 
card catalogue is in the process of revision. Miss Mollie Walton Tarr, 
Librarian. 

Maryland State Normal School, No. 8. (colored). 1,000 volumes. 

Masonic Library. A reference library of 5,000 volumes on the main 
floor of Masonic Temple. Hours, 9. a.m. to 9 p.m. Mr. George H. 
Rogers, Librarian. 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland Library. (See Ap- 
pendix II.) 

Milton Academy. 1,000 volumes. 

Morgan College Library. Established in 1876 as an institution under 
the auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the education of 
young colored men. Has a library of 5,000 volumes, chiefly used by 
the faculty and students. 

Mount St. Joseph*8 College. Established in 1876. 3,200 volumes. 
Brother PhiUp, Librarian. 

New Mercantile Library. (See Appendix II.) 

Peabody Institute Library. (See Appendix II.) 
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St. Joseph's Seminary. Established about 1896. 5,000 volumes. 
Hours, 1 to 2 p.m. Sundays and Wednesdays. Carl F. Schappert, 
Librarian. 

St. Mary's Seminary Library. Established in 1791. Roman Catho- i 

lie Theological School. About 45,000 volumes. Annual income about 
$600. Rev. Henry L. Brianceau, librarian. 

Samuel Ready School for Girls. Library building erected about 1900 
by the Misses Eaton. The Library contains about 2,000 voliunes. 

University of Maryland. Law Library. Established 1870. 1,500 
volumes. Library of School of Medicine, established 1813. 5,200 
volumes. The Library is governed and largely supported by the Uni- 
versity Faculty of Physic. The Library is open to all, but membership 
can be obtained by students of the Medical School and by any physician 
in the State. ($2 active membership fee.) 56 journals regularly 
received. Hours, 12 m. to 2 p.m. Eugene F. Cordell, M.D., Librarian. 

Woman's College of Baltimore. Established in 1888. Collection of 
12,000 volumes chiefly used by the faculty and students of the institu- 
tion. 400 borrowers. $600 expended for Assistant Librarian. $1,000 
for books. Hours 8.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Jos. S. Shefloe, Librarian. 

BALTIMORB COUNTY. 

School libraries in nearly all the schools but no statistics. 

CalonsviUe. Academy of the Visitation, 1,000 volumes. 

Notre Dame College. Established in 1896. Collegiate institution of the 
Roman Catholic Church for the education of women. 10,000 volmnes. 

Govanstown. Govans Library. Established February 22, 1904, by 
the neighborhood improvement club of Govans. 800 volumes. A 
donation of from 200 to 300 books from Mr. Laurence TumbuU formed 
nucleus of Library. The dues are $1 a year, or 30 cents a month. The 
Library is supported by these dues and by entertainments. It now 
occupies a room in the Y. M. C. A. building and the caretaker of the 
building acts as Librarian. Hours, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Mt. Washington^ Mount St. Agnes College. Established in 1870. 
Institution for the education of women, imder the control of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 4,000 volumes. Miss Oden'hall. Librarian. 

Parkville. Public School Library. Established February, 1895. 
1,506 volumes. 175 borrowers. Open to the public. Printed cata- 
logue. Hours, 12 m. to 1 p.m., 3 to 4.15 p.m. Fridays. Miss Sabina 
Fleming, Librarian. 

Reisterstown. Hannah More Academy. 800 volumes, many leading i 

magazines. 65 borrowers. $3 library fee from each pupil. A card j 

catalogue has been made in the past year. Hours, school-days 3 to 
3.30 p.m., 7.30 to 8.30 p.m., all day Saturday. Miss Rosina Mordecai, 
Librarian. 

Tillard Memorial Free Library. Established in 1887. 2,000 vol- 
mnes. 70 borrowers. Mrs. Tillard gave the Library $50 a year as long as 
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she lived. She left a legacy of £100 which, with $400 contributed, was 
deposited in the bank, as a nucleus for a building fund. This has been 
drawn on occasionally for books. The Library is supported by private 
subscriptions and is free to the surrounding neighborhood. Hours, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 3 to 5 p.m. Mrs. George A .Davis, Librarian, 

Warren. Warren Clvb Library. Contains about 194 volumes and 
several magazines. Warren Club occupies a frame building, the gift of 
Suinmerfield Baldwin in June, 1904, and contains, in addition to the 
Library, a game room and a public hall. The Library is used principally 
as a reading-room and is in charge of the caretaker of the building. 
Hours, 6.30 to 10.30 p.m. 

Woodstock. Woodstock College Library. Established in 1869. Con- 
tains about 75,000 volimies. The Library is used by the professors and 
students of the institution, which is a theological seminary of the 
Society of Jesus. 200 borrowers. $1,400 expended annually for books. 
Walter Drum, S.J., Librarian. 

CALVERT COUNTY. 

The school libraries in this county have been established entirely 
through the efforts of the teachers, without calling upon the county for 
aid. 

Broome's Island. Library of about 1,600 volumes, mostly worn-out 
books sent from the Enoch Pratt Free Library, which circulate freely 
throughout the county. Miss Marion R. Duke, Librarian. 

Solomon's- Island. Library of Protestant Episcopal Guild House. 
1 ,000 volumes, chiefly the gift of John Henry Keene of Baltimore. Rev. 
L. A. Wye, Librarian. 

CAROLINE COUNTY. 

There are libraries in about 50 schools. Teachers' hbrary of about 
200 books. 

Denton. Denton Free Library Association. Established January, 
1908. 200 volumes. Supported by membership dues. Occupies room 
in the Court House, rent free. Hours, Friday 7 to 8 p.m. Miss Mary 
Hobbs, Librarian. 

Federalsburg. Library Association. Organized June 16, 1909. Mrs. 
Charles Davis, Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian. 

Greensboro. Greensboro Free Library Association. Established May, 
1907. 550 volumes. 157 borrowers. Supported by membership dues. 
Occupies a room in the Free Press building, rent free. Plours, Wednes- 
day, 7.30 to 8.30 p.m. Mrs. Effa Plummer, Librarian. 

Preston. Library Association organized June 17, 1909. Mr. James 
Fluharty, Secretary. 

CARROLL COUNTY. 

Libraries in about 80 schools, approximately from 30 to 100 volumes 
each. Teachers' library of 75 books. 
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New Windsor. New Windsor College. President Wm. W. Fraser, 
Librarian. Library is used for reference only. The books belonging to 
the Old Calvert College formed a nucleus of the Library. 

SykesviUe. Lnbrary established in 1891. 500 volumes. 16 borrow- 
ers. The majority of the books are discarded books from the Enoch 
Pratt Library. Subscription a dollar a year. Each borrower has a key 
and registers his own book. Mrs. Lcat Barnes, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Union Bridge. Maryland CoUegiate Institute. 1,200 volumes. SI 
a year from each student as a library fee. Hours, 8 a.m. to 4.20 p.m. 
School days, 11 to 12 a.m. Saturdays for girls, 1 to 2 p.m. for boys. 
Prof. S. P. Early, Librarian. 

Westminster. Western Maryland College Library. 10,000 volumes 
used for reference by students and faculty. There is a collection known 
as the Sunday school library from which the students may borrow books 
for use over Sunday. New building opened October 28. Hours, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. school days, 9 a.m. to 12 m. Saturdays. Mrs. F. M. Handj'^, 
Librarian. 

Westminster Free Library Association. Established February 8, 
1908. 475 volumes. 150 borrowers. Supported by membership dues. 
Library is located in room in Smith and Reifsnider building for which 
$48 per annum rent is paid. Hours, Monday and Thursday, 7.15 to 
8.15 p.m., Saturday, 2 to 4 p.m. Frank W. Mather, Librarian. 

Westminster Theological Seminary of theMetfiodistProtestarUChurch. 
Library of 2,300 theological works, contributed largely by clergymen 
in the church. The books may be taken to the dormitories, but not 
out of the buildings. The students use the Library of the Western 
Maryland College for general reference books. Dr. C. E. Forlines, 
Librarian. 

CECIL COUNTY. 

Eighty-three school libraries with a total of 8,915 volumes. 

CecUton. Public Library of 144 volumes, now no longer used. Books 
Ue idle in a book case in Miss M. E. Rickards' millinery store. 

Colora. West Nottingham Academy. 270 volumes. 

Port Deposit. Jacob Tome Institute Library, Established 1894. 
13,000 volumes, 8,191 pictures. Free to all in the surrounding country. 
786 borrowers. 15,849 volumes circulated, including 110 outside of the 
school. 25,245 periodicals and pictures circulated, reference books 
used 75,000. Main library in Memorial Hall. Branches: — Washington 
Hall Library in Girls' High School, and Middle School Junior Library in 
Junior School. Conducted by Librarian and four assistants. Hours, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. school days, 8 to 12 a.m. Saturdays, 2 to 5 p.m. Sundays. 
Miss Mary R. Caldwell, Librarian. 

CHARLES COUNTY. 

La Plata. McDonogh Institute, one-half mile from town. From 
450 to 500 volumes. 
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DORCHESTER COUNTY. 

School Libraries are found in the majority of the schools, the num- 
ber of volumes varying from a few to 500. 

Cambridge. Cambridge Library. Establistied in 1900 under the 
auspices of the Woman's Club . 1 ,600 volumes . Located in the Masonic 
Lodge room. The nucleus of the Library was a gift of 150 volumes 
from Mr. John E. Hurst of Baltimore. 60 borrowers. 600 to 700 
volumes circulated last year. Subscription: $2 a year for single ticket, 
$3 for family ticket Hours, Tuesday and Saturday, 10 to 12.30 a.m. 
Mrs. James M. Robertson, Librarian. 

Hurhck. Hurlock Free Library. Established in 1897, and taken 
over by the municipality in March, 1904. Library closed 1906, for lack 
of quarters, reopened 1907. 1000 volumes. 191 borrowers. A lot for 
a building was given by Senator Joseph B. Andrews in 1906. Mr. H. 
R. Walworth organized the Library. He with his ^ife gave the Library 
its room and their services for a number of years. The Library is now 
controlled by the V. I. A., an association of twelve young people of the 
town. Income about $200. Hours, from daylight until 9 p.m. daily, 
except Fridays and Sundays. Mrs. E. S. Barber, Librarian. 

FREDERICK COUNTY. 

School Libraries are found in 85 schools and number from 25 to 400 
volumes. There is a teachers' library of 304 volumes. 

Brunswick. Brunswck Seminary. 300 volumes. 

Btickeystown. Buckeystown Public Library. Established 1899. 400 
volumes. 25 borrowers. Subscription $1 a year. The books are kept 
in a room in the M. E. Church. The Library is open Wednesday even- 
ing after prayer meeting and Sunday morning before service and there- 
fore is little used by members outside of the church. Mrs. W. E. 
Kindley, Librarian. 

Emmitsburg. Emmitsburg Public Library, Established December 
1, 1906, largely through the efforts of Mr. Stirling Gait. 700 volumes. 
90 borrowers. Library subscribes for three magazines, and eight cur- 
rent ones are donated. Subscription $1 a year. Rent $2 a month. A 
few new books are added each month, thus keeping up the interest of the 
people. An executive committee of five is elected by baUot from the 
association, two going out of office one year and three the next. The 
ladies on the committee take turns serving as Librarian, one acting as 
head Librarian Hours, Saturday 3 to 4, 6.30 to 8 p.m. during July and 
August, evenings, only. Miss Helen Zacharias, Librarian. 

St. Joseph's College and Academy. Under the direction of the Sisters 

of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul. Library contains several thousand 

volumes and current magazines. Used for reference only by the pupils. 

Mount St. Mary's College. EstabUshed 1808. 11,000 volumes. 

Used for reference only. New library building just completed. Hours^ 
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1 to 2, 4 to 5 p.m. school days, all day Wednesdays and Sundays. Rev. 
Dr. M. Sweeney, Librarian. 

Frederick City. C. Burr Artz Memorial Library. Mr. Christian Artz 
of Chicago bequeathed to the city of Frederick a sum approximating 
$100,000 which, at the death of Miss Victorine Artz, shall be used for 
the erection and maintenance of a free public library. 

Frederick College. Established in 1797. 6,000 volumes. R. W. 
Swain, Librarian. 

lAhraryof Law Association. Established in 1885. 3,000 volimaes. 
George R. Dennis, Librarian. 

Maryland School for the Deaf. Established in 1871 . 3,821 volumes. 
175 borrowers. 975 volimies circulated last year. Miss Edith Markey, 
Librarian. 

Woman's College Library. Established as the Frederick Female 
Seminary in 1845, and as the Woman's College in 1893. 3,500 volumes. 
200 borrowers. Each student pays a library fee of $2. Amount 
expended annually for salary of Librarian and Assistant, $450; for 
books, $300. Hours, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Miss Susan H. Garrott, Librarian. 

GARRETT COUNTl'. 

School Libraries are found in 39 schools, the number of volumes 
varying from 100 to 1200 volumes. There is a teachers' library of 
400 volumes. 

Bittinger. Bittinger Village Library Established March, 1906, with 
a fund of $15 raised by an entertainment in the village. 150 volumes. 
100 borrowers. Subscription, 5 cents a month. Mr. J. B, Emory, 
President of the Library Board, is a patron of the books for the blind. 
Mrs. Ruth Buckel, Librarian. 

Oakland. Public School Library. Established in 1902, largely 
through the efforts of Mr. Joseph E. Hamed. 1 ,154 volumes. Patrons 
of the school have the use of the Library. Two pupils take turns acting 
as Librarian. Open during school hours in the school year and at 4 
o'clock Thursday afternoons during vacation. 

HARFORD COUNTY. 

School Libraries. Sixty school hbraries containing a total of about 
6,000 volumes. Teachers' Library of 158 volumes. 

Aberdeen. Aberdeen Library. Established January, 1905. 1,047 
volumes. 27 borrowers. Annual dues, $1. Books rented, 5 cents a 
week. Salary of Librarian, $39. Partial card catalogue. Hours, Sat- 
lu-days 2 to 5, 7 to 9. p.m. Miss Bertha Evans, Librarian. 

Havre de Grace. Masonic Library. 1,300 volumes. Open to mem- 
bers only. 

Odd Fellows Library. 450 volumes. Open to members only. 
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HOWARD COUNTY. 

School Libraries in about half the schools. Teachers' Library of 
about 300 volumes. 

Alberton. Public Library containing 3,500 volumes, maintained for 
the use of the inhabitants by Jas. S. Gary & Son, proprietors of the 
Alberton Cotton Mills, in which nearly all the inhabitants are employed. 
" The books are kept in a partitioned-off end of a large assembly hall 
where there are long tables with periodicals, papers,'' etc. Library is 
governed by a board elected by the membership. 76 members paying 
5 cents a month dues. January to October, 1909. 908 volumes circu- 
lated. Hours, 7 to 9 p.m. 

EUicott City. St. Charles College. Established 1848. Three libra- 
ries. One of about 15,000 volumes for the faculty; one of about 3,500 
for the first division of students; and one of about 600 for the second 
division of students. Librarians, Rev. Fr. C. Berkeley and Rev. Fr. A. 
Bernard, for the students; and Rev. Fr. P. T. Roux, for the faculty. 

Rock Hill College. Established 1857. Contains 9,000 volumes. 
The expenditures for books, $200. The income is from students' fees 
amounting to 1300 and the Library is used by the faculty and students. 
Library may be used for reference by outsiders. Hours, 4 to 5.30 p.m., 
four days of the week, 2 to 5.30 p.m. two days of the week, and all day 
Sunday. Brother Fabrician, Librarian. 

Ilchester. Redemptorists* College Library. A collection of books for 
the use of the faculty and students of this Theological Seminary of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

KENT COUNTY. 

Twenty school hbraries with a total of 3, 685 volumes. Teachers' 
Library of 217 volimies. 

Chestertovm. Chestertown Pvblic Library. Established February 
19, 1907, by the Woman's Literary Club. 554 voliunes. 146 borrowers. 
Subscription, 60 cents a year. Catalogue of titles published in August, 
1908. The ladies of the club take turns acting at Librarian. Hours. 
Tuesday 2 to 5 p.m. Miss Addie France, President. 

Washington College Library. Established 1783. 3,500 volumes. 
142 borrowers. Books classified according the Dewey Decimal Classifi- 
cation. Partial card catalogue. Hours, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, 3 to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 to 12 a.m. Mr. J. S. William Jones, 
Librarian. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

School Libraries in 60 per cent of schools, number of volumes varies 
from 75 to 1100. Teachers' Library of 300 volumes. 
Chevy Chase. Chevy Chase College and Seminary. 100 volumes. 
Darnestown. Andrew Small Academy. 200 volumes. 
Forest Glen. National Park Seminary. 12,000 volumes. 
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Kensington. Columbia School for Boys. 500 volumes. 
Noyes Library. Established in 1892 . The building and grounds ^^ere 
given by B. H. Warner and the Library was established by Mr. Crosby 
S. Noyes who bequeathed to the Library a fund of $5,000. 3,00O 
volumes. Circulation about 450 volumes a month. The Library is 
now being catalogued and classified. Subscription, $1 a year. Miss 
Elsie J. Cunningham, Librarian. 

Rockville. Rockville Academy. 350 volumes. 

PRINCE GEORQE's COUNTY. 

School LihrarieSf varying in numbers from less than 50 to about 
300, in most of the schools. 

Ammendale. Normal Institute Library. Founded 1883. 6,000 vol- 
umes. 

Berwyn Heights. Berwyn Chapel Library. Established about 190O. 
1,800 voliunes. 270 borrowers. Income, donations of about $100 a 
year. "Books are distributed Wednesday and Sunday after prayer 
meeting and Sunday School. The Library is not a Sunday School, 
Library but a circulating library absolutely free to all regardless of 
religious affiliation. " Miss Elsie F. Joyner, Librarian. 

College Park. Maryland Agricultural College Library. Established 
1893, and contains about 6,000 volumes and 4,000 pamphlets. Has an 
annual income for books and periodicals of about $200. 200 borrowers. 
Circulation about 1,500. Expended for salaries, $325. Hours, 4 to 
7.30 p.m., except Sunday, when it is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and on 
holidays, when it is open from 9 a.m. to 7.30 p.m. Frank B. Bomberger, 
Librarian. 

QUEEN ANNB'S COUNTY. 

In fifty of the fifty-four schools there are libraries, averaging about 
fifty volumes each. 

CerUrevUle. CentreviUe Free Public Library, Established November 
1, 1904, largely through the efforts of Messrs. DeCourcy W. Thom and 
Jas. T. Earle. 300 volumes. It fell into disuse and was reopened 
June 5, 1909, in a new room by the CentreviUe Library Association. 
Library is supported by the membership dues of the association, but the 
books are free to all. Rent, $60 a year. Open Tuesday and Saturday 
afternoons. Miss Clara Estelle Rose, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Queenstown. Queenstown Public Library, Established in January, 
1901, by Mr. DeCourcy W. Thom. Library was closed September, 1908, 
and was reopened May 29, 1909, in a room on the first floor of the News 
building. The municipal tax was withdrawn last levy. The Library 
now has an annual income of $50, a gift of Mr. Thom, $25 of which is 
paid to the Librarian for her services and the rent of the room. 
1,000 volumes. The Librarian reports that 119 volumes have been 
circulated since the reopening. Hours, Saturday 1 to 3 p.m. Miss 
Ella A. Aker, Librarian. 
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ST. mart's county. 

School lAbraries in 16 schools, average number of volumes 55, 
Teachers' Library of 66 volumes. 

Charlotte Hall. Charlotte Hall School, Washington and Stonewall 
Society Library, Established in 1800. 1,200 volumes. 

Leonardtown, Public Svbscription Library, R. C. Combs, Librarian. 

St, Mary^s Academy. 700 volumes. 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 

A nvunber of small school libraries exist. 

Princess Anne. Library association organized April 11, 1907. Miss 
Lidie W. Waters, Secretary. 

Presbyterian Library. 200 volumes. Charge of 3 cents for two 
books. 

Princess Anne Academy (colored). Library of 500 volumes and 
200 pamphlets. 

TALBOT COUNTY. 

There are 46 school libraries averaging about 50 volumes each. 

Easton. Mercantile Library, Established 1894. 3,300 volumes. 
125 borrowers. Now under the auspices of the Civic Betterment Club. 
Annual subscription, $1. Rent, $72. Hours, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Miss 
Maude Chaplain, Librarian. 

St. MichaeVs. Our Home Library. 1,000 volumes, entirely fiction. 
Dues, 25 cents a year, 5 cents for each exchange. Thomas H. Sewell, 
Librarian. 

7'rappe. Philemon Dickinson Library. 1,800 volumes. 33 bor- 
rowers. Miss Maria Dickinson gave the building in memory of her 
father. Cornerstone laid in 1903. Every Christmas Miss Dickinson 
presents the Library with $25. An income of $18 is received as rent 
for a back room. Subscription, $1 a year. $2 for family tickets. 
Librarian's salary, $21. Hours, Wednesday, 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m., 
Saturday, 2 to 5 p.m. Mrs. John R. Mullikju, Librarian. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

School Libraries in 30 schools, averaging about 250 voliunes. 
Teachers' Library of 141 volumes. 

Boonsboro. Boonsboro Free Library and Reading-room. 800 volumes. 
2,700 borrowers. The Library originally belonged to the Republican 
Club and through the efforts of Mr. H. S. Bomberger was turned over 
to the town. Several efforts to secure municipal appropriation have 
failed. The Library borrows 200 books from the Washington County 
Free Library which are exchanged every two weeks. The Library 
has an annual income of $127, $20 of which is received as rent from the 
Burgess and Council, and receives one-half of the bank franchise paid 

27 



to the county. Expenditures, $40 a year for rent, Librarian's salary 
$52, and $15 for magazines. Hours, daily, except Sundaj", 9 to 11 a.m., 
2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Miss Blanche Wheeler, Librarian. 
Hcigeratown, Washington County Free Library. (See Appendix II). 

Kee Mar College. Established in 1852. 10,000 volumes. 

Saint James School. Irving Society Library. Founded 1842. 
6000 volumes. 

WICOMICO COUNTY. 

School Libraries averaging 100 volumes are found in 80 per cent of 
schools. Teachers' library of 453 volumes. 

Mardella Springs. Pvblic Library. Established in November, 1906, 
through the efforts of Rev. Mr. Edward P. Perry. 

WOKCESTBB COUNTY. 

Libraries in about half of the public schools, but no statistics of the 
same. 

Pocomoke City. Library association organized December 13, 1906. 
Col. Winchester Hall, Librarian. 

Lottie K. Graves Memorial Library. The Presbyterian Church has 
a branch of the Lottie K. Graves Memorial Library for the use of its 
members only, containing 400 volumes, which are replenished from the 
main library in Philadelphia. 

Snow Hill. Library Association oiganized December 6, 1906. Rev. 
J, F. Kirk, Librarian. 
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APPENDIX II 

HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF LIBRARIES IN 

MARYLAND 

REV. THOMAS BRAY AND HIS LIBRARIES.^ 
BERNARD C. STEINER 

Thomas Bray was bom at Marton, in Shropshire, in 1656, 
and, after a long and useful life, died in London in 1730. 
A recent writer speaks of him as 

a striking instance of what a man can effect, without any extraordi- 
nary genius and without any special influence. It would be difficult 
to point to any one who has done more real and enduring service 'to the 
church of England. He cannot be reckoned among our great divines, 
but his writings produced more immediate practical results than those 
of greater divines have done. '' 

Bray took his bachelor's degree from All Souls' College, 
Oxford, in 1678, and, having entered the ministry, was suc- 
cessful in several pastorates. As an able clergyman, he 
attracted the notice of Bishop Compton of London, who 
selected him as commissary of Maryland in 1696. Four 
years previously, Maryland, which had recently become a 
royal province, was divided into parishes by the governor 
and assembly, and the Anglican Church was established in 
the province. A maintenance for the clergy was provided 
from a tax on tobacco, and the Bishop of London was asked 
to send over a commissary to supervise the religious estab- 
lishment of the province. This office Bray accepted, but 
was obliged to remain in England for the present, as the king 
had vetoed the Maryland law. It therefore seemed wise to 
await the passage of another act framed to meet the royal 
objections. While waiting in England he was engaged in 
seeking out clergymen to be sent over as soon as the new act 

* This section is mainly taken from an article in 2 Am. Hist. Rev. 59. 
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should be passed. He found he could only get poor men who 
were not able to buy books for their libraries, and this deter- 
mined him to inaugurate a system of parochial libraries in 
Maryland. 

He had gained prominence at this time by the publication 
of a volume of Lectures upon the Church Catechism, and 
quickly found supporters in his scheme. He insisted that, if 
he served as commissary, the bishops must assist him in 
this plan, telling them that such libraries would be the best 
encouragement to studious and sober men to undertake the 
service. About this time, though little able to bear the 
expense, he took the degrees of B.D. and D.D. at Oxford, 
that he might be better fitted to sustain the dignity of com- 
missary. He also issued printed " Proposals for the Incourage- 
ment and Promoting of Religion and Learning in the For- 
eign Plantations" in which he sets forth a scheme for a 
Parochial library in every parish in America. His idea is 
that each parochial library shall be strictly for reference and 

shall be affixed in a decent and large Room of the Parsonage-House of 
such Parish, there to remain to the sole use of the Minister thereof for 
the time being, unto all future Generations, and to be as unalienable as 
any other Rights and Dues of the Church. 

It is directed that 

"in every Book, on the one side of the Cover, shall be lettered these 
words, Sub Auerndis Willielmi III; on the other side the Name of the 
Parish to which these Books do belong; ex. gr. E. Bibliotheca de Mary^ 
Town: Bibliotheca de James-Town, <fcc. 

This was done 

for further Security, to preserve them from Loss or Imbezelment 
and that they may be known where-ever they are foimd, 

and, by these signs, the writer has known many of them, 
reposing in distant comers of libraries. The minister is to 
be responsible for any books, "Imbezeled or Lost by his 
fault, " and must account for them annually to the church- 
wardens, and triennially to the commissary. To obtain 
books for these libraries, requests are to be made to the 
" learned authors " now living, to give copies of their books, 
and to others, especially "merchants to the foreign planta- 
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tions, " to give money, of all of which there shall be a full 
account published. 

This tract was approved in a letter, signed by both arch- 
bishops and five (afterward twelve) • bishops, which stated 
that they looked 

upon the design, as what will tend very much to propagate Christian 
knowledge in the Indies, as it will, in all likelihood, invite some of the 
more studious and virtuous persons out of the imiversities to tmder- 
take the ministry in those parts and will be a means of rendering 
them useful, when they are there. 

Therefore, they promise to help "cheerfully to promote these 
Parochial Libraries," and "hope that many pious persons 
will be found, who out of love to religion and learning, will 
also contribute thereto. " 

Armed with this endorsement, Bray was very successful 
in collecting money and books. As he worked on, the idea 
grew greatly upon him, and in 1697, he published An Essay 
towards promoting all Necessary and Useful Knowledge, both 
divine and humane in all the Parts of His Majesty's Dominions 
both at home and abroad. In this work he puts forth 

Proposals to the Gentry and Clergy of this Kingdom for purchasing 
lending Libraries in all the Deanaries of England, and Parochial Libraries 
for Maryland, Virginia, and other of the Foreign Plantations. 

He gives a catalogue of titles of books proper for such libra- 
ries, which fills six pages of the book, and includes a selection 
of books in all branches of literature; though, of course the- 
ology receives the greatest attention. ^The first apostle of 
the free circulating library tells us that he no longer limits 
the usefulness of his libraries to the clergy; but hopes also to 
provide for the gentry of the country, and to allow them to 
carrv the books to their homes. 

" Standing libraries," he writes, " will signifie little in theCoimtry , where 
Persons must ride some miles to look into a Book; such Journeys being 
too expensive of time and money: But Lending Libraries which come 
to 'em without charge, may tolerably well supply the Vacancies in their 
own Studies, till such time as these Lending may be improved into 
Parochial Libraries." 

In this plan, the parochial library was to be mainly a " stand- 
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ing " one, the decanal or the colonial library being the " lend- 
ing " one, as a substitute for and supplement to the former. 

And, whereas it may be objected, that the Books will be so often 
Borrowed, that it will be hard for any one to have the Book he wants, 
I am so far from being much concerned to answer it, that I heartily wish 
the great Use and frequent Borrowing of Books out of these Libraries, 
may make it a real Objection. 

These are words exactly in the spirit of the modern library, 
and, like a modem Ubrarian, he suggests, 

there being several Authors specify'd in such a Library as I design, upon 
most of the Subjects, if one be not to be had, Satisfaction may be 
sought'^in the mean time from another.]] 

His argument, often quaint but always sensible, is worthy 
of further quotation. 

Knowledge is the fairest Ornament of the Soul of Man; and whoso- 
ever is Endow'd therewith, let it be of any kind, which is not mis- 
chievous, fails not of Esteem amongst all sorts of Persons. This is 
certain, that Knowledge does more to distinguish the Possessors of it, 
than Titles, Riches, or great Places; For, tho' these Men may command 
the Cap and the Knee, and extort some outward kind of Reverence from 
Inferiors; yet the Man of Understanding is he, who is inwardly and 
truly respected, whilst the Gaudy, but the Empty Beau is no other 
than the Scorn and Derision of all who Converse with him. But espec- 
ially a Man is then Esteemed for his Knowledge, if his Understanding 
is Eminent in things laudable, and of great Weight and Moment, for 
whatever is greatly useful is highly valuable. And such is the Knowl- 
edge which I am endeavoring to provide for ... I hope, though 
the Design seems more immediately directed to the Service of the 
Clergy, yet Gentlemen, Physicians and Lawyers will perceive they, are 
not neglected in it . . . And indeed those Persons of Quality 

whose Eldest Sons being commonly brought up to no Employment, 
have a great deal of Time lying upon their Hands, seem to me to be as 
nearly concerned as any to favor it. For many of these young Gentle- 
men, when removed from the Universities .... residing all 
their Life-time in Countries, where they can meet with no Books to 
employ themselves in reading, and whereby they may be able to 
improve the Talent they have there gain'd; they do thereupon too 
commonly become not so conspicuous for their Excellent Knowledge, 
and Morals, as will be ever expected from Men of Rank and Station in 
their Country. And when they happen into one another's Company, 
for want of Good Sense, are forced too often to fill up their Discourse 
and maintain a Conversation in the Porterly Language of Swearing and 
Obscenity. 
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We obtain further particulars of the plans from an unpub- 
lished tract of Dr. Bray in the library of Sion College, London, 
entitled Bihlioihecae Americanae Quadripartitae viz: I, Gen- 
erales, Sive Bibliotheca Regia Annopolitana; II. Promn- 
dales; III, Decanales; IV. Parochiales, or Catalogues of 
the Libraries sent the into Severall Provinces of America. 

In this tract, of which the Lenox Library has a copy, and 
which apparently is the initial part of an unfinished work, we 
are told that 

The Design of Writiiig and Reading Bookes is to Improve Knowl- 
edge. And the Tendency of good Books is to Advance necessary and 
usefull knowledge. And Libraries, being a Collection of many Books 
written upon various Subjects, the End of them is to give Requisite 
Helps to Considerable Attainments in all Parts of necessary and Usefull 
Knowledge. 

Now the Persons whose Chief Business it is to be men of ICnowledge 
are the Clergy, because they are to instruct others; And it is impossible 
they should be Able to Communicate to others, what they are not 
themselves first become Masters of. 

It seems best to quote his own words; for they show clearly 
what his idea was, how far in advance of anything hitherto 
conceived of, and how limited in some directions, especially 
in the aristocratic nature of the constituency for which he 
labored. Yet when ignorance was so general among the 
common people as it was in England, why should he think 
that they would be apt to take advantage of the privileges 
of public libraries? 

In the work from which we have just quoted, he goes on to 
give the first American library classification, the predecessor 
of those devised by later librarians for the arrangement of 
their collections of books. His "Compleat Scheme of the 
severall Sciences or Parts of necessary and Usefull Knowl- 
edge" is strange enough in many ways. It runs as follows: 
Knowledge is either divine or humane. In the former he 
includes theology, which deals with divine things and our 
well-being in a future state, and its appendages, metaphysics 
and pneumatology. The second main division, humanity, 
is concerned with our well-being in this life. "Most Hu- 
mane Sciences" (he cautiously avoids saying all) "may be 
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reduced to such as are conversant, First, about Things, Sec- 
ondly, Words." The sciences dealing with things are: 
"Ethicks," about ourselves, to study our well-being and the 
best improvement of all our faculties, especially of the ra- 
tional. Appendant to this is "CEconomicks. " Next come 
politics and law, as they deal with "ourselves as members 
of Humane Society. " Then follows history with its appen- 
dages, geography, voyages, and travels, dealing with "the 
world and it's various and great occurrences." From these 
we naturally pass to physiology, natural philosophy, or 
natural history, dealing with the " Frame of Nature. " This 
again leads us to medicine, chemistry, and pharmacopy, 
with their appendages, anatomy and chirurgery, all of which 
reduce "the Knowledge of Nature to the Chiefest Use and 
the Service of Human Life. " We now make what seems a 
wide leap to mathematics, which treats of the "Number, 
Measures, and Proportion of Things.'' Last of the sciences 
of things, and seemingly far out of place, are trade and com- 
merce, which apply the fore-mentioned to the greatest 
advantage of the public, especially travelers. 

We now turn to the sciences concerned with words and 
find that grammar is the first, busying itself with the "Ele- 
ments, Regulation, and Property of Language." It is fol- 
lowed by rhetoric instructing "to speak Elegantly and Per- 
suasively; " poetry, teaching " to speak Movingly and Delight- 
fully;" and logic, giving rules "to Reason Conclusively." 
This ends the general classification; but we are told that 
there are many 

particular Sciences of great name, conteyned under some of these 
General Heads, as Arithmetick, Geometry, Astronomy, &c., under the 
Genus of Mathesis; but these will come under Consideration, when each 
General Head is drawn out into all it's Particulars. 

From this work we further learn that in Maryland Dr. Bray 
hoped to group each five parishes together, as a deanery, 
with a decanal library, and we obtain a new statement of the 
relative spheres of parochial and provincial libraries. In the 
former he hopes to place the Holy Scriptures, with some good 
commentaries upon the same, and a few good authors, both 
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upon the general doctrine and the particular articles of the 
covenant of grace. As to books not theological, we must be 
contented to have them, except a very few, only in our pro- 
vincial libraries, which indeed ought to be more than ordi- 
narily furnished with books of law, mathematics, natural 
history, and medicine, for the use and improvement, not only 
of the clergy, but of the whole country. The catalogues of 
nineteen or twenty libraries already sent out are given in the 
manuscript. 

This courageous man, who had no financial provision 
assigned for his support, and who had to dispose of his own 
small effects to raise money for his plans, had the most bound- 
less confidence in the success of his endeavors, So he writes. 

Instead of libraries for Maryland, the bounds of my first designs, I 
shall not only extend my endeavors for the supply of all the English 
colonies in America therewith; but can most willingly be a missionary 
into every one of those provinces, to fix and settle them therein, when 
they are obtained, being so fully persuaded of the great benefit of these 
kind of libraries that I should not think 'em too dear a purchase even 
at the hazard of my life, being to both church and clergy a most devoted 
and humble servant. 

In 1697 Dr. Bray published Bibliotheca Parochialis: or a 
scheme of such Theological Heads both General and Particular 
as are more peculiarly Requisite to be well Studied by every 
Pastor of a Parish ^ together with a Catalogue of Books which 
mny be read upon each of these points. Certain of the obser- 
vations in the introduction are of considerable interest, viz : 

But as for those who are to serve in the Plantations, I do not at this 
distance foresee the necessity of their being provided of more than 
such a Sett of Books, as shall be of absolute necessity to enable 'em to 
declare the whole Will of God, so as may suffice to the Information of 
Plain and Illiterate Men, that so they may be able with St. Paulj speak- 
ing to his Converts, to call the Consciences of those conmiitted to their 
Charge to attest also to them, that they are pure from the blood of aU 
Men, not having shunned to declare unto them all the Counsel of God. 
Not but that we could wish to have one Library of more Universal 
Learning, to have recourse to upon occasion, in every Province and 
shall especially endeavor to have one in the College which is now 
erecting in Virginia, by the Favour and Bounty of his most Excellent 
Majesty and our late B. Queen, and by the Liberal Benefactions of 
many Right Reverend, Noble, and Generous Persons, and by the 
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Especial Industry, Care, and Expense of one of the best Provin- 
cial Govemoura in the world. 

But however, as it i? fit that we should he contented with small 
Beginnings, so we shall be deeply sensible of what Assistance shall be 
given us towards Parochial Libraries^ and shall study in all manner of 
ways to express our Gratitude to our Benefactors for the same: particu- 
larly, as in order to the preservation of those Books, besides the Letter* 
ing upon their Covers to what Parish they belong, and the making of 
several Registers of 'em; one to be left with our most Honoured Diocesan, 
the Lord Bishop of London; one with His Majesty's Govemour in each 
Province; one with the Suffragan or Commissary, and one to be de- 
posited in the Vestry of each Parish; as all this to preserve 'em from 
Loss or Imbezelment, or in order to recover them if anywise diminished ; so 
in gratam rei Memoriam, there will be moreover added in each of these 
Registers, a List of our Benefactors, and their respective Benefactions. 

A second and much enlarged edition appeared in 1707, with 
the title: Bibliotheca Parochialis, cfcc, or a scheme of such 
Theological and Other Heads, as seem requisite to he perus'd, 
or Occasionally consulted, by the Reverend Clergy, together 
with the books which may be profitably Read on each of these 
Points, In Order to promote the Forming and Erecting Libra- 
ries of three Degrees, viz: General, Decanal or Lending, and 
Parochial, throughout Her Majesty's Dominions, both at home 
and abroad. In this a second volume was promised, to con- 
tain an account which should show " how far the design has 
been hitherto advanced and how practicable it may be to per- 
fect the same. " This, unfortunately, never appeared. News 
of the plan which Dr. Bray was advocating soon reached Mary- 
land, and the governor, Francis Nicholson, who was ever a 
stanch friend of education, proposed to the assembly that 

some part of the revenue given towards furnishing arms and ammunition 
for the use of the province be laid out for the purchase of books to be 
added to the books, which had been presented by the King, to form a 
library in the port of Annapolis and that a portion of the public revenue 
be applied to the enlargement thereof and that the library should be 
placed in the oflfice and under the care of the commissary of the province, 
permitting all persons, desirous to study or read the books, to have 
access thereto under proper restrictions. 

This, as far as I can learn, is the first recommendation by any 
public official, that a part of the public funds be applied to 
the support of a free public library. 
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Governor Nicholson did not succeed in obtaining an appro- 
priation, but on June 11, 1697, the Assembly passed resolu- 
tions of thanks to Dr. Bray for the libraries, which they 
''understand you are taking Care to CoUect'for us," and which 
they \J 

are sensible will be the best Inducement to Pious and Sober Ministers 
to come, and live amongst us; And will be the Cause of such Education 
to be given, both to our own People, and Native Indians, as will best 
promote the Interest of Religion and Morality in this Province. 

When all things were ready, Dr. Bray embarked for Mary- 
land on December 16, 1699, and, with characteristic zeal, 
was able to found three libraries at three ports where the 
vessel touched in England. Arriving in Maryland, 'he made 
himself acquainted with the state of things there, but soon 
felt he could do more for the establishing of the Anglican 
Church in Maryland, if he returned home, and left the colony, 
never to return. The crown had twice rejected the bill to 
establish the Church of England in Maryland. A third bill 
to that effect was approved, largely owing to a printed memo- 
rial of Dr. Bray's composition. 

In 1700 there was a new development in the library move- 
ment. Layman's libraries were sent out, whose books 
were "to be Lent or Given at the Discretion of the 
Minister." The books contained in these collections were 
exclusively religious, and many tracts were included. Of 
some of the titles on the list, a hundred copies were sent to a 
single parish. Dr. Bray sums up the classes of books in 
these libraries as follows: The Scriptures; works for the in- 
struction of catechumens; works for the use of adults, "in- 
cluding discourses to be read on Sundays in Large families 
and such especially as are remote from churches;" works to 
"promote the reformation of manners" works to "prepare 
adults for the worthy receiving of both the sacraments;" 
and works adapted to "recover to the unity of the Church 
all such as have gone astray into Heresy and Schism, i. e., 
Quakers, Papists, and Dissenters. " In 1729, an additional 
supply of books was sent out in the care of Rev. John Evers- 
field. 
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For such purposes books were also to be placed in Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Annapolis, and Williamsburg for 
the use of George Keith, to be placed in public houses, and to 
be given to the "chief governors" and the "best disposed 
magistrates. " Dr. Bray and his associates never lost sight 
of the religious side of his plan, and nowhere does it appear 
more plainly than here. 

On Bray's return to England he found the work of his 
society had so increased that it seemed better to constitute 
one of its departments into a separate society; and thus the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts was 
established in 1701. Apparently he now felt that he could 
do more good in his benevolent enterprises by remaining in 
England, and so he accepted the living of St. Botolph With- 
out, Aldgate, in 1706, and remained in charge of it until his 
death. He devoted himself to the labors of his parish, but 
did not forget his libraries. In 1709. he had the pleasure of 
seeing an act of parliament passed "for the better preserva- 
tion of parochial Libraries in England." After his return 
he published several works in behalf of his favorite scheme. 
In 1702 Bibliotheca Catechetica or the Country Curates Library 
appeared, and in 1700 he issued Several Circular Letters to the 
Clergy of Maryland, with "A Course of Catechising to be 
observed in the plantations, consisting of Books more particu- 
larly fitted for the Use of the Three several Classes of Cate- 
chumens there, in order to Season the growing Generation 
with the Principles of Piety and Virtue. " Near the end of 
his life, in 1726, his interest in libraries being still unflagging 
he published Primordia Bibliothecaria, in which he gives 

several schemes of parochial libraries and a method laid down to proceed 
by a gradual progression from strength to strength, from a collection 
not much exceeding in value £1 to £100. 

Three years before the last book appeared he had been 
attacked with a dangerous illness, and, feeling that his life 
was uncertain in its duration, he nominated several persons 
to aid him and succeed him in his work. Thus arose "Dr. 
Bray's Associates for founding clerical libraries and support- 
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ing negro schools. " This association still exists and yearly 
publishes reports of its activity. 

We cannot sum up the result of Dr. Bray's labors better 
than by a quotation from his biography, published in 1746 
and entitled, Pvblick Spirit illustrated in the Life and Designs 
of the Reverend Thomas Bray^ D.D. We are told that 

his only Comfort was, that the Libraries he had begun and advanced 
more or less in all the Provinces on the Continent, and in most of the 
Islands of America, as also in the Factories in Africa, did not only serve 
the then Ministers with whom they were first sent out, but by the care 
of some of the Governments, and by the Acts of Assembly, settling 
the rules he had prescribed for their Use and Preservation, they might 
be also of Advantage to many succeeding Generations. 

The Provincial library at Annapolis numbered 1095 vol- 
umes and was then the most considerable public collection 
of books in British America. It was kept in the State House 
until that building was burned in 1704, and was then re- 
moved to King William School. When St. John's College 
was founded after the Revolution and King William School 
was merged in it, the books passed to St. John's Library. 
In 1876 there were still to be found 188 folios and 210 quartos 
in the collection, and the number preserved there today is 
about the same. As this library was certainly sent over be- 
fore any other provincial one, we have in it probably the 
first free circulating library in the United States. 

The province passed no special act concerning the Anna- 
polis Library but in 1696 enacted the first library law in Brit- 
ish North America. This act is unfortunately lost, but the 
text of a second one, passed in the summer of 1699 is as 
follows: 

An Act for securing the ParochiaU Lihrarys of this Province and that the 
Care and Charge thereof he Committed to Some worthy & Learned 
person. 

Be it enacted by the Kings most Excellent Maty by & with the Advice 
and Consent of this Present Generall Assembly and the Authority of 
the Same that the Lihrarys appointed for the Severall and respective 
Parishes within this Province shall be and remaine in the hands and 
Possession of the Minister of the Parish and if any minister be presented, 
appointed or Inducted to the said Parish dureing his residence in the 
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Parish aforesaid he is and shall be obliged to keep and preserve the 
Said Library from Wast and Imbezlment and be Accomptable for the 
Same to the Governor and Council as often ^s required and to that 
purpose the Said Minister shal Pass two receipts for the said Books 
Incerting what they are and the title and Page of the Same one receipt 
to goe to the Governor and CounciD and the other to the Vestry of the 
Parish to be recorded in their Records and the Said Vestrys are hereby 
Obliged to Visit the said Librarys Twice in the Year and inspect the 
Same and in the Case of any Damage or Imbezlement thereof to require 
and Cause Satisfaction for the Same to be made and in Case any minister 
having the Charge of Such Library shall be removed from his Charge 
he shall deliver the Said Library to the Vestry of the Parish and Make 
Satisfaction or repairation if any Damage or Wast Suffered before his 
departure out of the Said Parish Except by fire or such Unavoidable 
Accident or in Case of the Death of any Such Minister haveing the 
Charge of Such Library the Vestry of the Said Parish shall Imediatly 
take the Said Library into their Custody and keeping and Pass their 
receipts for the Same as above directed and shall in all Points be Answer- 
able for the Same Except by fire or Such like Accident as aforessid, 
and for the better preserving and Secureing the said Librarys the Learned 
and Worthy Doctor Thomas Bray or his Successor is hereby appointed 
Chief Visitor of all and every the Said Librarys within this Province 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that one Act 
of Assembly made att a Generall Assembly held att the Porte of Annapolis 
the Sixteenth day of September One Thousand Six hundred Ninety Six 
Entitled an Act for Securing the Parochiall Librarys of the Province 
be and is hereby repealed and made void and of no Effect. 

A third act passed in 1704 established the first library sys- 
tem in the British North American possessions. By this 
act the governor was empowered to appoint one or more 
library visitors "to report the true estate" of the libraries 
to the " Governor and Council, that they may make orders 
to cause every one concerned about the said libraries to do 
their duties to the effectual preserving of them." This was 
the second State Library Commission in the colonies, South 
Carolina having established the first in 1700. 

. There were thirty parishes in Maryland, and Dr. Bt-ay gave 
nearly every parish a library, ranging in size from the great 
one at Annapolis to small ones of ten books, which were 
allotted to nine small parishes. Only five received over one 
hundred books and only two others over fifty. The cata- 
logue of the library presented to St. James Herring Creek 
Parrish, in Anne Arundel County, has been preserved and 
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printed by a former pastor, Rev. T. C. Gambrill, in his Church 
Life in Colonial Maryland. This library numbered 150 vol- 
umes and was fourth in size of those in the province. In 1698 
the first part of it was received and consisted of twenty works 
in folio, eighteen in quarto, and eighty-seven in octavo. By 
classes, it was thus divided: religious works 111, history and 
geography twelve, language two, natural science one, ancient 
classics one, law one, mathematics one. Probably this is a 
fair sample of the variety of books found in the parochial 
libraries; it shows how predominant the religious aspect was 
in them. In 1703 the parish received a second invoice, 
chiefly composed of a layman's library. In 1709 James 
Rigbie, one of the parishioners, left by will £20 sterling to 
the parish 'Ho be laid out in good and godly books." 

Nanjemoy Parish, in Charles County, had the only other 
library of which a catalogue is preserved. It contained 
twenty-five folios, five quartos, and twenty-nine octavos 
and duodecimos, which were sent over May 6, 1701, and 
apparently ten more of unknown size, sent over at an earlier 
date. In the later invoice were five historical works, two 
each on mathematical and philosophical subjects, and one 
each on politics, education, language, and gardening. The 
rest were religious. A layman's library of 982 numbers was 
also sent to Nanjemoy. We have no record to show us 
w^hether such layman's libraries were sent to every parish 
in the province, but lists are found in Bihliothecae Americanae 
Quadripartitae of the works in twelve such libraries, in- 
cluding those of Herring Creek and Nanjemoy. A book- 
plate was used for the parochial libraries. The inscription 
on the book from the St. Paul's Parish Library, Prince 
George'sCounty, Maryland, is of interest as showing a broad- 
ening of Bray's original plan. The book-plate has an en- 
graving of an angel standing on an open book and handing 
another open book to a halfdraped figure above. From the 
angel's mouth proceeds a scroll with the legend; 

Apoc, X 9. Accipe librum et devora ilium. 

Below the picture is this inscription (the words here itali- 
cized are in ink) : 

41 



This book belongs to the Parochial Library of St. Paul's in the county 
of Prince Georges y Md, Towards rendering it a more general or lending 
library for the neighboring clergy to borrow the book, if they shaU want it^ 

After Bray's death, the interest in the libraries he had 
founded died out in England, and from that time to the Revo- 
lution but four new libraries were founded in the thirteen 
colonies. The four new libraries numbered about fifty books 
each, and were situated in Virginia, North Carolina, and New 
Jersey. The reports of the trustees would indicate that no 
books had been added to the libraries already established. 
But the library of St. Paul's Parish, Baltimore Coimty, Mary- 
land, now deposited in the Whittingham Memorial Library, 
contains books published in 1729 and 1748, which fact shows 
that some additions must have been made. 

The people of the colony seem to have taken compara- 
tively little interest in adding to the libraries by the purchase 
of "good and Godly books," and as those already in the li- 
braries became antiquated and worn out, the libraries lost 
their usefulness and moldered away in the comers. Bray 
was in advance of his times, but, in spite of that fact, was 
the author of much good to the colonists of the South. Yet 
the first public library movement in America failed to endure, 
because it was built on too narrow foimdations. It was 
rather an exotic plant than a spontaneous growth in the 
provinces, and it soon withered away. In Dr. Bray's plan 
there were two radical defects, which were sure to deprive 
his system of permanence: it made no provision for addition 
of books from time to time to these libraries, and there was 
no disposition on the part of the people of the colonies to 
maintain and increase the libraries at their own expense. 

STATE LIBRARY COMMISSIONS. 

The first State law with reference to libraries was passed 
in 1872 (ch. 377) and provided for the establishment of 
"district libraries in each school house district, under the 
care of the teacher, as librarian. " Any district whose people 
raise in any year the sum of $10 may receive from the 
County School Commissioners a like sum as " library money. " 
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The books bought "must be selected by the Board of District 
School Trustees.'' Under this act* a considerable number 
of School Libraries have been established. 

In 1895, Bernard C. Steiner delivered an address on the 
" Public School and the Public Library " before the State 
Teachers Association at their annual meeting at the Blue 
Mountain House. As a result of this address, a committee of 
the Association was appointed to draft a State Library law. 
The Committee's bill passed the Senate in 1896, but failed in 
the House of Delegates. In 1898, the committee prepared a 
revision of the former bill and had it introduced in the Senate, 
but Hon. H. S. Bomberger of Washington County, finding the 
bill introduced in 1896, reintroduced it and secured its pas- 
sage. The Act* provides for the establishment, maintenance 
and regulation of public libraries by the governing board of 
any municipality in the State. 

The Legislature of 1902 passed two library laws and estab- 
lished two commissions. The more important bill' introduced 
under the auspices of the State Federation of Women's Clubs 
provided a commission of seven members, comprising the 
State Librarian, Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
Librarian of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, ex-officio, and 
four persons biennially appointed by the Governor, two of 
them to be women. An annual appropriation of $1,000 
was made for the Commission, who serve without 
pay, but receive actual expenses. Their duties are to 
"give advice and counsel to all free libraries and public 
school libraries in the State and to all committees proposing 
to establish them, as to the best means of their establish- 
ment and maintenance, the selection of books, cataloguing, 
and other details of management." The commission is also 
to organize and conduct Traveling Libraries throughout the 
State and with the first year's appropriation and the miscel- 
laneous books from the State Library was enabled to send 
out some thirty such cases of books, containing about 36 
volumes each. The demand for these libraries was greater 

1 Code Art. 77 Ch. 15, Sec. 87. 

2 Act of 1898 Ch. Code Art. 77, Ch. 15, Sees. 87 A to M. 
» Act of 1902, Ch. 247. 
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than could be supplied. Traveling Libraries had been insti- 
tuted by the Baltimore Yearly Meeting of Friends (Hicksite) 
some years previously for its first day schools and, in 1898, 
Mr. Lawrence Tumbull of Baltimore gave eleven such cases 
of books for use throughout Baltimore County and Mr. 
DeCourcy W. Thorn five cases for use in Queen Anne's 
County. These libraries of Mr. TurnbulFs as well as those 
of the State Library Commission were sent out from the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library as a central bureau. 

On August 28, 1902, the Commission organized with the 
choice of M. Bates Stephens as President and Bernard C. 
Steiner Secretary and Treasurer. 

The same organization of the Commission has continued 
to the present time. In 1905, a Field Secretary was sent out 
into the counties for a few months, this being the first appoint- 
ment of such an officer in any State south of Mason and Dix- 
on's Line. After employing such a person for a short 
period in each year. Miss Mary P. Farr was engaged in January 
1909, as Field Secretary and the record of her activities is 
given elsewhere in this report. The Commission has issued 
annual reports giving a detailed account of its work. 

The other bill which became law in 1902 (Act of 1902, ch. 
367) established a commission of five, appointed by the Gov- 
ernor for a term of five years, with an appropriation of $1,000 
per annum for its work. The Commission's powers were 
limited to the aid of the establishment of county libraries and 
the law applies to only nine counties in the State. This Com- 
mission has published no report. 

ANNAPOLIS, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

Maryland State Library, 
by l. h. dielman. 

On the twenty-eighth of December, 1803, the following 
resolutions were "propounded" to the House of Delegates: 

Resolved, That the Governor and Council be and they are hereby 
authorised, whenever any part of the sum of five hundred pounds, 
annually appropriated to meet the contingent expenses of government, 
shall remain unexpended, to apply such surplus to the purchase of a 
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library for the use of the legislature and the officers of government of 
this State, to consist of such books as the governor and council shall 
from time to time think proper to select. 

Resolved, That the aforesaid library shall be kept in the coimcil 
chamber, \mder the care of the governor and council, and it shall be the 
duty of the clerk to the council, as librarian, to keep a list of the books, 
and whenever any book shall, by direction of the governor and council, 
be lent out from the said library, the clerk shall note the title of the 
book, and the name of the person receiving the same; and in case any 
book shall be lost, the party receiving the same shall be liable to the 
clerk for the price of the set, and the said clerk, upon receiving such 
price, shall forthwith purchase a new set for said Library, 

House Journal, Nov. Sess., 1803. 

No further action was taken on the matter and the reso- 
lutions failed of passage. The subject of a State Library 
remained in abeyance until December session, 1826, when 
chapter 53 of the Acts of Assembly was passed on February 
2, 1827. It is entitled: "An Act establishing a Library 
for the use of the Legislature. " This act authorized the 
Executive to fit up a suitable room, and set apart "all books, 
maps and public documents" for that purpose. It further 
provided that the president of the Senate and the speaker 
of the House of Delegates should formulate rules and regula- 
tions for the government of the library; that the Executive 
appoint some qualified person as librarian; that "the librar- 
ian shall annually receive for his services a salary not ex- 
ceeding $225;" that $200 be annually appropriated for the 
augmentation of the library, which sum was to be laid out 
under the direction of a joint committee consisting of three 
members from the Senate and three from the house; and 
"that no book, map or document, shall be allowed to be 
taken out of said library, except by the Executive, members 
of the General Assembly, and Judges of the Court of Appeals." 
The privileges of the library were later extended to other 
State officials by special resolutions. 

The first joint committee consisted of Speaker McCuUoh, 
Messrs. Chapman and Barnes on the part of the House, and 
Messrs. Marriott, Kennedy and Heath on the part of the Sen- 
ate. The rules prepared by President Lloyd, of the 
Senate and Speaker McCulloh of the House are printed in 
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full in the Senate journal of 1826, page 183. They were 
carefully drawn to prevent loss of property and many of the 
provisions could be adopted to advantage today. A sched- 
ule of fines was adopted and other provisions made for se- 
curing the return of books prior to the close of each session 
of the General Assembly. The librarian was required to 
report annually to the Library Committee. 

David Ridgely was appointed Librarian and the library 
was first opened to the public on December 11, 1827, in the 
room now used as one of the executive offices. The rapid 
accumulation of books under Ridgely's aggressive adminis- 
tration, soon necessitated larger quarters and the Executive 
was authorized by chapter 279 of the Acts of 1832, to fit up 
the room formerly occupied by the General Court. In his 
message to the Assembly of 1833, Governor Thomas said: 

We have not had the new library contemplated by the legislature fitted 
up. Upon an examination of the law, and the part of the hall of the 
State House designated for the library, we did not feel ourselves war- 
ranted in fitting it up in the manner which was deemed by the Library 
Committee, the Librarian and ourselves, most proper. To do so, we 
should have had to bring down the present floor, and so contract the 
cellar, heretofore appropriated to contain the wood necessary to be 
consumed in the public use, as to render it inadequate for that purpose. 
This would have created the necessity of building a wood house — ^for 
which we had no authority, — or of having a large portion of the wood 
kept out of doors. Under these circumstances, we deemed it most 
advisable not to proceed with the work, but to refer the matter to your 
consideration, for such further legislative action upon it as you may 
deem expedient. 

In the report dated January 1, 1834, the joint committee 
on the library said: 

The committee cannot but imite with the Librarian, in regretting that 
the law of the last session which contemplated the conversion of the 
octagonal portion of the Hall of the State House into a library, was not 
carried into efiFect. And in order to secure the execution of that 
object during the ensuing season, the committee have accompanied 
this report with a bill to accomplish it. 

In furtherance of this, report the act of 1832 was supple- 
mented by chapter 14 of the acts of 1833 which authorized the 
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joint committee to have the necessary work done and in 1834 
the committee reported that the work had been thoroughly 
done and pointed with pride to the fact that " all of the mate- 
rials were of American and neariy all of Maryland manufac- 
ture. " This work was done under the superintendence of 
Mr. Ridgely by authority of the committee and in order to 
secure the most satisfactory plans he visited the Congressional 
Library, the Library of the State department and the Library 
of George Town College. Having made a sketch plan 
corresponding to the Congressional Library "so far as it 
appeared to be feasible in regard to the size and form of that 
portion of the Hall designed for the new library, " it was sub- 
mitted to Mr. Robert C. Long of Baltimore to be worked into 
practical shape. After the work was done and the library 
was moved into the new quarters, the Librarian was paid 
the sum of $20 for his services in moving the library.^ 

The history of the State Library is virtually the record of 
David Ridgely's fifteen years of service, and had Governor 
Kent made his choice of librarian from the entire country 
it is doubtful if he could have made a wiser selection. No 
proper tribute has ever been paid to David Ridgely and his 
work other than the more or less perfunctory commendation in 
the formal reports of the library committees. It is difiicult to 
write dispassionately of Ridgely and his great work, but it 
is not too much to say that ther^ has never been his pieer 
among his successors. Not only does the State owe to him 
the most valuable portions of the collection in the State 
Library but also the greater part of her archives, now in the 
custody of the Land Office and the Maryland Historical 
Society. 

There is no continuous record of the work of the library, 
very few papers having been filed or preserved and the re- 
ports to the Legislature after Ridgely's time are irregular and 
unimportant. It is clear that Mr. Ridgely did keep his 
papers and accounts carefully and methodically as is evi- 
denced by the neatly docketed bundles of letters and receipts 
which remain. It was his custom to file copies of his replies 

» Resolution 57 of 1834. 
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with the original correspondence. Only a few bundles of 
these papers, and these not consecutive, have been preserved, 
but they are sufficient not only to show his methodical habits 
but also something of the value, nature and amount of the 
work he did for the State. 

There is even a flavor of romance in these yellow papers 
as witness the following. In 1834 the British Government 
presented to the principal libraries of this country sets of 
the valuable publications of the Record Commission, con- 
sisting of the Domesday Book, R)aner's Collection, Statutes 
of the Realm and other similar records. As the Maryland 
State Library was not included in the list of favored institu- 
tions, Mr. Ridgely opened a correspondence with the Secre- 
tary of the Commission and in due time received notice 

that instructions have, upon your application, been given to His 
Majesty's printers to prepare a set of the publications of the Record 
Board for the Maryland State Library. 

This letter dated September 1, 1834, is endorsed "received 
January 2, 1835. " Mr. Ridgely, in his answer dated August 
5, 1835, says, in part: 

I am happy to inform you that the damage sustained by the books in 
consequence of the wreck of the Sovereigriy which occurred on the Jersey 
Coast, was very inconsiderable. 

How the books were saved at all from the wreck we do not 
learn. 

Another batch of correspondence is in relation to the loss 
of a number of plates of Audubon's Birds of America. These 
plates were delivered through the agency of Mr. John B. 
Morris, whose house in Baltimore was wrecked and looted 
by a mob during the Bank Riots in August, 1835, and the 
plates suffered the same fate as Mr. Morris's property. There 
is an interesting autograph letter of Audubon's in regard to 
replacing the missing numbers. 

Under date of August 10, 1830, there is a detailed memo- 
randum in the handwriting of Mr. Ridgely of the Votes and 
Proceedings of the Province and State of Maryland, received 
from Jonas Green. This list comprised the proceedings of 
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the lower house from 1722 to 1828, lacking eight years and 
a complete file of the proceedings of the senate from 1777 
to 1828. Of these volumes less than one-half are now in the 
possession of the library. 

The first library report we have is that for 1830, in manu- 
script. It does not appear to have been printed either in 
the journals or documents. It is very short and is merely a 
statement of receipts from the sale of duplicate volumes, 
amounting to about $80. The report for 1831 is more inter- 
esting and may be found in full in House Journal for 1831, 
p. 107, et seq. Mr. Teackle, Chairman of the Joint Committee, 
reported as follows: 

The improved condition of this valuable appendage to the Legislative, 
Executive and Judicial departments of the government, is distinctly 
portrayed by the accompanying report of the State Librarian, and 
those who have had occasion to visit the institution have borne ample 
testimony to the importance and utility of the new arrangments and 
extensive additions mentioned in the said report. And the considera- 
tion that these improvements and augmented sources of useful knowledge 
have been mainly acquired by sales and barter of surplus works, which 
were comparatively of little use to the library, whilst they have largely 
contributed to the essential information of the public, from the effect 
of their diffusion among the people, is the more gratifying and satisfac- 
tory. The committee would further suggest that with the continued 
bounty of the Legislatiure in further aid of the Law department, as 
required by the courts of Appeal and Chancery, it will soon equal, if 
not surpass any similar collection of pubUc books in the United States, 
and for that purpose, a limited appropriation is respectfully recommended. 

It is justly due to the Librarian to say that he has dicharged the 
laborious duties of his office to the entire satisfaction of the joint com- 
mittee; and when they have regarded the strict attention and persever- 
ing industry necessary to the faithful performance of those duties, 
together with the peculiar qualifications and fitness of that officer of the 
State, in comparison with the small amount of his compensation, the 
committee conceives that a moderate increase of his salary, so as to 
make it sufficient for the economical support of his family, would 
equally comport with common justice and sound policy. And a resolu- 
tion for that purpose is accordingly herewith reported. 

The resolution referred to provided for an increase in salary 
of $300 and was duly passed by both houses. Another reso- 
lution appropriating $1,000 for the increase of the Library, 
was reduced to $800, and passed also. 
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Mr. Ridgely's report for 1831 shows a great increase in 
the volume of business done. He reports the sale of dupli- 
cates to the amount of $2,041 which together with an unex- 
pended balance 

makes near $3,000; for which books have been procured and introduced 
into the Library, by exchange or piu*cha8e, within the last year; mak- 
ing a valuable addition to the Library of about 1,600 volumes of law, 
literature and the arts and sciences, etc., a printed catalogue of which 
I now present you 

An entirely new arrangement of the law department, and of the books 

has been made To assist in carrying this arrangement more 

fully into effect, the present catalogue should have been also classified, 
but it is only an alphabetical index of the books, embracing those 
that have been received since the supplementary catalogue was printed 

in 1827 The number of bound volumes now in the 

Library is about 6,000 — and yet there is a very great deficiency in many 
branches of learning, and which should be supplied — to render it-worthy 
of the State, as its public library 

The expediency of a general avihority to the executive to exchange our 
reports for those of the other States, thus adding to our general stock of 
information, without any additional expense; always having extra 
copies of such works, over and above those received for our own pur- 
poses of legislation 

Although the Library may be considered in its infancy, not having 
existed more than four years; yet it has assumed a position at once 
pleasing and respectable. And yet there are many deficiencies which 
your experience and judgment will suggest should be filled up, at as 
early a period as may be practicable. 

• 

In this connection it is interesting to note that on January 
14, 1830, Mr. Littleton Dennis Teackle, the Chairman of the 
Library Committee, introduced a bill in the General Assem- 
bly, entitled "An Act to establish a public library in each of 
the several counties of the State and in the City of Balti- 
more. " After exempting Allegany County "until one 
thousand volumes of useful books shall be lodged in the said 
library, in Allegany county^' (I) the bill was passed by the 
House and sent to the Senate, whence it was returned a month 
later marked "will not pass. "^ It is fair to assume that this 
bill was inspired by the success of the State Library and it 
would be interesting to know what the provisions of the bill 

1 House Journal 1829, pp. 127, 246, 412, 419, 449. 
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contained. In view of the fact that there was so much sen- 
timent in favor of county libraries, it is difficult to under- 
stand that seventy years could elapse from the time the 
matter was first agitated, until the first county library was 
established. 

The report for 1832 is lacking but it is referred to in that 
for 1833. It dealt with the necessity for larger quarters as 
set forth above, but we have no knowledge of the fiscal oper- 
ations for the year or of the accessions to the Library. 

The report for 1833 says 

The joint committee on the Library, in submitting the report of the 
Librarian, feel it incumbent on them to testify to the ability, zeal and 
fidelity with which he hss discharged the duties of his station. 

They indeed regard his expos^ of the transactions of the year, so full 
and satisfactory, as to require nothing additional on the subject from 
themselves. The Listitution has now attained a degree of respect- 
ability and usefulness, which renders it a subject of pride and interest 
to the State; one well worthy the regard and patronage of the Legisla- 
ture. 

The Librarian's report shows sales of duplicates to the 
amount of $104 and a total expenditure of $600. The acces- 
sions numbered 50 volumes by exchange and 150 by pur- 
chase. The comparatively small nimiber of accessions is ac- 
counted for by the fact that $220 was paid for the first vol- 
ume of Audubon's Birds of America and that 50 of the vol- 
umes were "rare and valuable law authorities." Mention 
is made of the new catalogue printed, and a large part of the 
report is taken up with suggestions for the improvements 
to the new room. 

The following transaction is set out in full as showing the 
zeal and activity of Mr. Ridgely, with whom the idea orig- 
inated. 

The Committee on the Library, in conformity with an order of the House 
of Delegates of the eleventh of January last, have had under their 
consideration the subject matter referred to them, and report, that 
Jonas Green, Esq., who is the owner of the only copy of the Proceed- 
ings of the Convention of the Province of Maryland, that we know to 
exist, has been waited on by the committee. Mr. Green declines selling 
the copy; but proposes to publish it on the State's subscribing for a 
certain niunber of copies; and we do not hesitate to say his proposition 
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to publish is decidedly the most preferable course. The necessity of 
preserving this work cannot be called in question and perhaps this is 
the only opportunity which may offer of rescuing that interesting and 
important portion of the history of our State from total loss. Mr. 
Green proposes after the publication of the work, to present to the 
State library the original copy of the Proceedings. 

Your committee conceive they are consulting the high interest of the 
State, and acting in true accordance with the wishes of every son of 
Maryland in recommending the adoption of the following resolution. 

House Joximal, 1833> p. 311. 

This resolution provided for a State subscription of 250 cop- 
ies of the work at $2 per copy, and was passed by both houses. 
Mr. Ridgely found the MSS. copy of the conventions within a 
year after receiving the unique (?) printed copy from Mr. 
Green. 

In the report of 1833, the following paragraphs occur: 

The Conmiittee feel it a duty here, however, to express in the strongest 
terms, their approbation of the zeal, fidelity, and ability, with which 
the Librarian has discharged the various duties imposed on him. To 
his vigilant care in putting in force the various legislative enactments 
on this subject, the State is indebted for an institution of which she 
may well be proud. 

From the report of the Librarian and information derived from other 
sources, your committee is satisfied that various manuscripts. Executive 
and Legislative proceedings and other valuable papers and dociunents 
relative to the settlement and early history of this State, are now lying 
in an unarranged and ruinous state in the different public buildings 
in this city, and deeming it very desirable that they should be rescued, 
and placed in security and in an accessible situation, to effect this pur- 
pose they present to the Legislature resolutions on the subject which 
accompany this report. 

The resolutions authorized the Governor and Council to 
appoint some person to collect the papers and documents and 
properly arrange them. Mr. Ridgely was selected to perform 
this duty and in 1835 he made three reports to the Governor, 
dated respectively August 15, October 10, and Decem- 
ber 23. Unfortunately the reports are too long to set out 
in full, but a few quotations will show something of the 
results accomplished. 

In the first report, Mr. Ridgely says: 

The treasury department was first examined, from the loft of which he 
brought to light many interesting and valuable public documents 
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which have been hidden in dust and darkness time out of mind. Many 
of the papers are in an excellent state of preservation — others are 
defaced, but their value not materially impaired, while not a few he 
regrets to state, are so far destroyed as to be entirely valueless. 

The old Chancery room was next examined. Many valuable docu- 
ments throwing a light upon the history of the State, and the loss of 
which has been a source of great regret, have been found — ^among which 
you will perceive are the manuscript proceedings of the Coimcil of Safety 
from August 29, 1775, to March 20, 1777. 

In the first list submitted we find: Original Draft of the 
Constitution of 1776; Declaration of Rights; Proceedings of 
the Eastern Shore Branch of the Council of Safety in 1775; 
Original subscription book for extending the navigation 
of the Potomac in 1785; many letters of importance to the 
Council of Safety; 26 volmnes (MSS.) of the journals of 
the lower house of the Province; the opinions of Daniel Du- 
lany, Stephen Bordley and John Hall on the Acts of Assem- 
bly relating to the Paper Currency Office, 1748 to 1764; 
instructions from the Lords Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, 1755, 1756 and 1764, accompanied by a map of Mary- 
land in 1755, showing that part of the territory belonging to 
Maryland, but then occupied by Pennsylvania; a number of 
papers relating to the disputed boundary between Maryland 
and Pennsylvania; a letter from Lord Fairfax to Governor 
Sharpe, respecting the true boundary line between Maryland 
and Virginia, dated September 24, 1753; papers on Indian 
affairs; Land Record 1664 to 1728; Commission Book from 
1726 to 1783; 29 vols, journals of the Council 1666 to 1703; 
25 vols, journals of the assembly 1683 to 1778; 11 vols jour- 
nals of the Upper House 1682 to 1754; 11 vols. Council Pro- 
ceedings 1777 to 1785. In addition to the above mentioned 
manuscripts were many other important papers as well as a 
number of printed volumes of laws and journals. 

Mr. Ridgely's second report covers 17 printed pages and 
the finds are fully as interesting as those mentioned in the 
first Ust. Among those found in the "committee room of 
the senate " were the Agreement between Lord Baltimore and 
Thomas and Richard Penn, dated July 4, 1760; a letter from 
King Charles II to Lord Baltimore relating to grants, 1682; 
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a bundle of papers relating to the Maryland troops, 1776; 
arrangement of the officers of the Maryland Linie, 1777; etc. 

The third report while shorter than either of the others, 
is very important. It consists mainly of " a list of documents, 
letters, &c., found under the stairway as you ascend the dome. " 

All of these papers after having been arranged and cleaned 
were distributed between the Council Chamber, the Land 
Office and the Library; the greater part of them have since 
been deposited with the Maryland Historical Society and 
none remain in the Library. 

In his report for 1836 Mr. Ridgely submitted the following 
list of books for sale in London and asked permission to buy 
them. 

1. Relation of the successful beginning of Lord Baltimore's Planta- 
tion in Maryland. Q. Lond. 1634. 

2. A Relation of Maryland together with a map of the country, etc. 
Q. Lond. 1635. 

3. Leah and Rachel. Q. Lond. 1656. 

4. Alsop's Character of the Province of Maryland. 8° Lond. 1666. 

5. A Description of Maryland and several other States with maps, 
by Richd. Blome. 8°, Lond. 1672. 

6. The English Empire in America, being an accoimt of the dis- 
covery, scituation, &c., of Maryland and other countries by R. B. 12® 
Lond. 1685. 

7. The present state of His Majesties Isles and Territories in America, 
including Maryland. Lond. 1687. 

8. The Sot weed Factor, by Eben Cook, Q. Lond. 1708. 

This lot, Mr. Ridgely said, could be had for about twenty 
dollars! He was authorized to purchase these together with 
another lot which was submitted in another list. In a later 
report, it was said that the order had been placed with Mr. 
0. Rich, the London agent, but no further mention of them 
is made. We do not know if they ever reached here, but it is 
certain that none remain in the library. 

In 1837 the Joint Committee on the Library was instructed 
to 

enquire into the expediency and propriety of purchasing for the use of 
the State Library the files of the Maryland Gazette newspaper, from the 
year 1745 to the year 1838. 
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Mr. Ker, the chairman of the committee, in making the re- 
port, spoke of the desirabliity of securing the files, but said 
that in view of the very high price placed upon it, the com- 
mittee could not recommend its purchase. The price was 
not mentioned in the report nor has any record of the trans- 
action been found, but at a later date this unique file cover- 
ing the period from 1745 to 1839 was secured and is undoubt- 
edly the most valuable possession of the Library. 

The last report made by Mr. Ridgely is dated January 
1, 1842. It is of especial interest to State Librarians as it 
deals with the "exchange system," which appears to have 
been developed largely through the efforts of Mr. Ridgely. 
He says: 

In compliance with an order passed by your committee, on the nine- 
teenth of February last, I addressed circulars to the Executive Depart- 
ments of the several States and Territories, to which the judicial reports 
and Laws of this State have been sent, respectfully asking a reciprocity 
in the way of exchange of similar works published by each of them. 
At the same time I forwarded to each State and Territory in the Union, 
a copy of Bozman's History of Maryland, and the journal of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Conventions of Maryland, held in 1774, &c., asking in 
exchange any work or works illustrating the history of said States and 
Territories. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of valuable and inter- 
esting works in consequence of this move on the part of Maryland, from 
the States of Connecticut, Indiana, Missouri, New York, Mississippi, 
Ohio, Delaware, North Carolina, Virginia and Maine, accompanied by 
letters from the Governors or Secretaries of these States, expressive of 
their sense of the liberality of our State, and promising cordially to 
reciprocate, by a full exchange with Maryland, of such works as may 
tend to elucidate the history, and the progress of science and literature 
in each State. 

At this time M. Alexandre Vattemare was in this country 
arranging for a system of international exchanges and in this 
connection Mr. Ridgely says: 

The advantage of such exchanges may be illustrated by evidences now 
upon your shelves. See the result of exchanges made between Mary- 
land and other States during the last year. Also witness the many 
shelves of your library now filled with useful and important volumes, 
the result of a system of exchanges with the different States of this 
Union. And which, I am happy to say, Maryland had the honor of 
introducing and recommending to her sister States forty-five years ago. 
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In 1797, Maryland had to purchase the Laws of Congress, for the use 
of her Courts of law and equity. Vide Resolution No. 1 of that year. 
In the same year, and at the same session of her General Assembly, the 
following resolution No. 3 was adopted. 

"Resolved, that the Governor of this State be, and he is hereby 
authorized and requested to send to the Executive of the different States 
respectively an edition of Bacon's Laws, Hanson's Laws, and the laws 
since that period, neatly boimd, accompanied by a letter expressing the 
sense of the legislature as to the propriety and utiHty of an interchange 
of laws. 

This action of Maryland has been generously responded to by her 
sister States, and the good resulting from it is seen and known. 

In 1831 Maryland presented a complete set of her judicial reports to 
each State and Territory in the Union; and continues annually to for- 
ward them as published. To this exchange of reports most of the States 
have responded. At the last session she presented her volumes of 
printed history, &c., to each of the same, the result in part is herewith 
laid before you. 

This report proved to be Mr. Ridgely's valedictory address 
to the State which he had served so long and so creditably. 
In response to one of these last suggestions, the Legislature 
further extended the workings of the exchange system to all 
official publications and the successful development of this 
system was a fitting ending to Mr. Ridgely's fifteen years of 
service. 

On the day on which Mr. Ridgely's successor took charge 
of the library, the following resolution was passed: 

Resolved by the General Assembly of Maryland, That David Ridgely 
of the city of Annapolis, shall be allowed as free access to and use of 
the State Library as the members of the Legislature, or the Executive, 
or the Judges of the Court of Appeals. 

This would not today be considered much of a privilege, but 
considering the restrictions then placed on the use of the 
Library, it was evidently considered a high compliment. 
(Acts of 1841, Res. No. 49.) 

In Niles' Register, January 29, 1842, the following item 
appeared: 

Mr. J. H. T. Magruder has been nominated State Librarian by the 
Governor, vice David Ridgely removed, Mr. Ridgely was the first 
Librarian of this State, and deserves the credit of having brought that 
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valuable department from non-existenoe to a depository of 12,000 
volumes. His leaving it will be regretted by all men, who knew him, 
and the more so, as he has a large family, and is without resources. 
He never has been an active politician. The rule o party proscription 
however, has been brought down upon him. 

It appears from the executive proceedings of the Senate 
that Mr. Magruder's name was sent in by Governor Francis 
Thomas on the twenty-fifth of January and he was not con- 
firmed until March 10, 1842. 

At the close of Mr. Ridgely's regim6 there were nearly fif- 
teen thousand volumes in the Ubrary, many of them rare and 
valuable, and had his successors been as careful and zealous 
as he, the Library would now be one of the first in the 
country. There is a marked discrepancy between the vol- 
umes reported as being added from year to year and the 
total now in the Library. This is perhaps due in part to the 
fact, that some of the incumbents numbered all the duplicate 
copies of the laws, journals and documents which were 
stored in the basement and elsewhere! 

Some of the fruits of Mr. Ridgely 's labors appear in part, as 
the only items of interest in the reports of two of his succes- 
sors, the first being a reference to the Ridout papers and tha 
second to a consignment of books from the French govern- 
ment, at the instance of M. Vattemare. The Ridout 
papers, purchased at the suggestion of Mr. Ridgely from the 
estate of Horace Ridout for the sum of $500, con- 
tained among other things, five volumes of Governor Sharpens 
correspondence; ledger for the Maryland troops in the French 
and Indiari wars; two volumes Custom House books, two 
field books of the Mason and Dixon survey and many other 
papers. The Sharpe correspondence has been published as 
volumes 6, 9 and 14 of the Archives of Maryland; the Mason 
and Di:con survey books are now in the Land Ofiice;and the 
ledger of troops is in the custody of the Maryland Historical 
Society. 

In 1844 the control of the State passed again into Whig 
hands with the election of Thomas G. Pratt as Governor. 
Many applications for the State Librarianship were filed, 
amoAg them those of William Tell Claude of Annapolis, 

57 



Jas. Edgar Crown of Baltimore, Edward Waite of Mont- 
gomery County, G. W. Pumell Smith of Kent. County, 
Thomas Granger of Prince George's County, Dr. Alexander 
Duvall of Annapolis, Alexander F. Howe of St. Mary's County, 
Edward Dubois of Annapolis, Richard Swann of Annapolis, 
and David Ridgely. Mr. Ridgely wrote to Mr. Pratt imme- 
diately after his election, as follows: 

I have the happiness to congratulate you on the Great and Glorious 
result of the recent Election in Maryland — the good old State, thank 
God and her gallant Whig sons, is at last Redeemed from Loco-foco 
misrule — and I trust that the period of my Exile from my home is near 
at hand; and that I shall through your kind Consideration, be again 
reinstated in my own dear Library — the creation of fifteen years of my 
Life's devoted attention, and from which I was so heartlessly ejected. 

In a second letter to the Governor, also dated at Washington, 
he wrote: 

. If further recommendations be necessary, I refer your 
Excellency to the State Library, as my strongest recommendation, and 
its Shelves Stored with 14,000 volumes, as my advocates . 
Enclosed is a Letter for your Excellency, from the Honorable James A. 
Pearce, which he had the goodness voluntarily to Send me. I shall be 
happy in receiving your Excellency's Nomination to my own Israel. 

Mr. Charles F. Mayer wrote as follows, to the Hon. Rev- 
erdy Johnson: 

DearReverdy: I hand you a Letter for the Governor from our old friend 
David Ridgely, which I pray you to present immediately, I know it 
will give you pleasure to forward his views to his former, and legitimate, 
place of Librarian. The letter relates to that subject. He was cruelly 
displaced and it ought to be one of the first acts of our Power to restore 
him. 

Yours truly, 

Charles F. Mayer. 
6 Jan, ^Jfi, 

Mr. Ridgely's second letter, with its enclosures, was endorsed 
"Librarian. From David Ridgely" but the seal was never 
broken until 1909 1 k \\ \ 

Mr. Richard Swann, who was endorsed as "one of the most 
active and influential advocates of the Whig party " was nomi- 
nated as Librarian February 3, 1845, and was confirm(?d by 

58 



the Senate on the 8th. The administration of Mr. Swann 
seems to have been uneventful and in 1852 he was succeeded 
by Mr. Henry E. Bateman who was elected by the General 
Assembly under the provisions of the Constitution of 1851. 
Mr. Bateman resigned his office in 1853, having been elected 
Comptroller of the State, and from this time until 1856 
"equity was stirring," the story of which may be found in the 
pages of the Maryland Reports. 

On the resignation of Mr. Bateman, April 20, 1853, the 
Chairman of the Joint Committee of the Library was re- 
quested to take charge of the library until a successor to 
Mr. Bateman could be selected. On April 23, 1853, Mr. Wil- 
liam Hai-wood was "duly elected State Librarian and took 
charge of the office. " On the seventh of March, 1854, Mr. 
Thomas J. Marshall was "duly elected State Librarian," 
but Mr. Harwood declined to vacate the office, claiming 
that the election of Mr. Marshall was unconstitutional and 
that he was 

entitled to hold the office for two years from the twenty-third of 
April, 1853, and after that period, until a successor to him shall be 
elected and qualified in accordance with the Constitution. 

Mr. Marshall appealed to the courts, claiming that Har- 
wood's election was only for the unexpired balance of Mr. 
Bateman's term. The lower court decided in favor of Mr. 
Harwood and from this decision Mr. Marshall appealed. The 
Court of Appeals held that Mr. Harwood was elected for two 
years and that at the expiration of that period Mr. Marshall 
was entitled to be qualified and inducted into office. (5th 
Md., 423.) 

On April 24, 1855, Mr. Marshall qualified as Librarian and 
filed a bond with Governor Ligon, who gave him a certificate 
to that effect. Again Mr. Harwood declined to surrender the 
office on the ground that the bond should have been approved 
by the Legislature and not by the Governor. (The liegis- 
lature was not then in session.) Mr. Marshall applied for a 
mandamus ordering the surrender of the office to him, but the 
court declined to issue the mandamus because the bond had 
not been approved as required by the Constitution. Again 
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Mr. Marshall appealed and again the Court of Appeals sus- 
tained the lower court. (7th Md., 466.) 

In April, 1856, Mr. Marshall again qualified and filed a bond 
duly approved by the Legislature, and again Mr. Hai-wood 
declined to surrender the office. On April 11 Mr. MarshaU 
made application for a rule to be laid upon Mr. Harwood to 
show cause why a mandamus should not issue commanding 
him to surrender to the petitioner the office of State Librarian. 
In his answer Mr. Harwood showed, among other things, 
that Llewellyn Boyle had been elected Librarian by the Legis- 
lature on February 28, 1856, and that he had qualified and 
given bond, which bond was duly approved by the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library. Judge Brewer granted the manda- 
mus and Mr. Harwood appealed. The appearance of a third 
Richmond in the field complicated matters materially and 
the decision is quite long, covering a number of legal tech- 
nicalities, but the court reversed the order and awarded a 
procedendo to Mr. Marshall. (9th Md., 83; 10th Md., 451.) 

On January 1, 1858, Mr. Llewellyn Boyle made a report 
to the Legislature, in which he said: 

Previous to the commencement of my constitutional term of office, a 
protracted legal controversy for its occupancy had engaged the atten- 
tion of the Courts of this State, for several terms, which, however, was 
happily terminated by the Court of Appeals, affirming at an early day 
of the June term, 1857, Judge Brewer's order for a peremptory writ of 
mandamus directing William Harwood (then in possession) to deliver 
up the books, papers and archives to Thomas I. Marshall. 

The office was awarded to him on the nineteenth of June, 1857, who 
shortly thereafter came to Annapolis, and was inducted into office. 

As my constitutional term of office had already commenced, and 
having waited a reasonable time, I made a demand in writing of him 
for the possession of the Library, and after several interviews with him, 
I was enabled to compromise the case, upon the terms offered by him. 
Mr. Marshall, on the eighth day of August, 1857, surrendered to me 
peaceable possession of the State Library, and I entered immediately 
upon the discharge of the duties thereof. 

In the early stages of this controversy, the Senate on March 
4, 1854, passed a bill entitled "An act to provide for filling 
vacancies which may happen in the office of State Librarian 
during the recess of the Legislature, " but as the session was 
almost at an end, the bill failed of passage in the House. 
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The report qf the Committee on the Library for 1856, says, 
in part: 

The condition of the State Library is, in the opinion of your committee, 
very disorderly, resulting partly from a want of proper care and system- 
atic arrangement. They regret that at this late stage of the session, 
they are unable to recommend such legislation as would put the library 
upon a proper footing of efl&ciency and accountability. It is perhaps 
the duty of the committee to call the attention of the Senate to the fact 
that the State Library is at present in the hands of a person, who has 
never legally qualified [Harwood had had his bond approved by the 
Governor!] or bonded for the discharge of the duties of Librarian, and 
who now simply holds the office and performs its duties by a possessory 
title, being wholly irresponsible to the State for the safety of its property 
in his hands. 

In the report for 1858-1859, LlewUyn Boyle said: 

The Legislature of 1858 having made provisions for the building of a 
new library room, upon the site of the old, appointed a joint committee 
consisting of Messrs. HofiFman and Crowley, to superintend the building 
of a new library room. 

Towards the close of the year 1859, the committee turned over the 
new Hbrary room, in a quasi finished condition. The appropriation for 
building the new library room, having been expended, the committee 
were unable to proceed further with their duty of putting the State 
Library in a proper condition for the discharge of my official duties at 
once, I accepted the room, went on and finished it. There were some 
18,000 law and other books, which had been temporarily stowed away 
in the Senate Chamber and Adjutant General's office and Chancery 
room, to be removed to the new library rooms, superintended their 
removal to, rearrangement and classification in said office, according 
to the most approved system as in vogue in libraries of the Old and New 
World. This duty of rearranging, assorting and classifying the books 
in the new Hbrary room, I voluntarily undertook for the purpose of 
having the Library ready for the reception of your honorable bodies. 

Sec. 7, art. 7, of the new Constitution, entitled Sundry Officers, states 
that the State Librarian "shall perform such duties as now or may 
hereafter be prescribed by Law." 

I respectfully submit, that the duty of rearranging, classifying and 
assorting the books in the new hbrary room, was no part of the State 
Librarian's duties, nor has it been prescribed by law, as the Constitution 
requires. (I) 

Owing to the pressure of official engagements and the bad state of my 
health, at this session, I have been unable to bring this matter to the 
notice of the Committee on Claims, but wish not to be considered as 
waiving my legal rights for compensation for the aforesaid labor, duty 
and service rendered the State. 
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Boyle was succeeded in May, 1861, by E. M. Shipley, of 
whom there is little mention in the archives. He left no 
printed report and at the expiration of his term was suc- 
ceeded by Hanson P. Jordan, who held the office from May 1, 
1863, to February 27, 1868. In January, 1865, the Legisla- 
ture requested an opinion of the Attorney-General, Alexander 
Randall, as to the legality of electing a State Librarian. 
Mr. Jordan had been elected by the Legislature for a term 
of two years, on February 26, 1862, and entered on his 
duties May 1, 1863. On January 12, 1864, Mr. Jordan was 
reelected for another term of two years and claimed that in 
virtue of the two elections his term would not expire until 
May, 1867. The Attorney-General decided that as the Con- 
stitution of 1864 became operative before the expiration of 
the first term of two years, the second election was invalid 
and that a new election was necessary. (H. & S. Docs. 1865.) 
Accordingly Mr. Jordan was reelected on March 4, 1865, for a 
term of four years, which was cut short by the adoption of 
the Constitution of 1867, and he was succeeded February 
27, 1868, by Henry A. Silver, who served for two uneventful 
years. It was during his regim6 that the Committee from 
the Court of Appeals first took charge of the administration of 
the Library. 

John H. T. Magruder, the next appointee, served from 
February 2, 1870, to April 6, 1880, but he too, was obliged 
to resort to litigation in order to secure his office. Mr. 
Silver was appointed State Librarian by the Governor and 
Senate in February, 1868. Mr. Magruder was appointed to 
the same office by the Governor and Senate in February, 
1870. 

Governor Swann was elected under the Constitution of 1864 
for a term of four 3''ears from his qualification, which took 
place on the second Wednesday of January, 1865. Governor 
Bowie was elected under the Constitution of 1867 and 
entered upon the discharge of his duties on the second 
Wednesday of January, 1869, and at the next succeeding 
regular session of the Legislature — on February 2, 1870 — 
nominated Mr. Magruder to the Senate, which confirmed his 
nomination. Mr. Silver declined to surrender the office and 
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Mr. Magruder sought and obtained a mandamus from the 
Court, whereupon Mr. Silver appealed and the case is reported 
in 32 Md., 387, Silver vs. Magruder. 

The Court of Appeals in sustaining the lower Court held 
that the right of the appellant to hold the office ceased on 
the expiration of the term of the Governor by whom he had 
been appointed and that the appellee was entitled to the 
office at the time of the application for the mandamus. 

Dr. Edmund P. Duvall was the incumbent from 1880 to 
May 1, 1892, and bore the reputation of a genial and efficient 
officer. 

Luther H. Gadd served from 1892 to June 1, 1896. No 
reports seem to have been printed between 1868 and 1898, 
and in consequence we have little information as to the 
operation of the Library during this period. 

In 1896 Mrs. Anne Burton JefTers was appointed Librarian 
by Governor Lloyd Lowndes, and she was the first woman 
to hold public office in Maryland. With characteristic 
energy Mrs. Jeffers set about learning the resources of the 
Library and while familiarizing herself with the duties of the 
office, instituted a thorough house-cleaning, a much needed 
operation. Miss Fornance, a library organizer of Philadelphia, 
was engaged to classify the library and put it in modem 
condition. Card catalogues were made for the law and mis- 
cellaneous departments and the books were systematically 
arranged on the shelves. In recognition of her efficient 
services, Mrs. Jeffers was reappointed in 1900 by Governor 
John Walter Smith, and again reappointed in 1904 by 
Governor Edwin Warfield. 

In 1902 the Legislature provided for a new addition to the 
State House on the site of the Library quarters, and as the 
new home of the Library in the Court of Appeals building was 
not completed, it became necessary to move out in June, in 
advance of the razing of the building. Temporary stacks 
were erected in the hall of the House of Delegates in such a 
manner that the entire law library was available for use by 
the Court. In November, 1903, the Library was again 
moved, this time to its permanent abiding place in the new 
building, in rooms adjoining the Court of Appeals. During 
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the period of migration but few new books were added, out- 
side of those received by exchange, and while the work of the 
Library was much hampered by the crowded condition of 
the temporary quarters, all the regular exchanges were kept 
up without interruption. 

In January, 1908, having been notified that she would 
not be reappointed, although strongly endorsed by the 
Court of Appeals and the leading members of the bar, Mrs. 
Jeffers presented her resignation to take effect February 29, 
1909. Her correspondence with Governor Crothers on the 
subject, was published in the Library Journal, vol. 33, p. 107. 

Miss Lynn M. Shaffer was immediately appointed and 
commissioned and took charge of the Library March 1, 1908. 

The legislative history of the Library has been marked by 
many changes. In 1847 the Librarian was made custodian 
of the public buildings and grounds and was authorized to 
employ janitors, watchmen and cleaners. This duty was 
imposed uopn him until 1862, when the custody of the 
buildings was vested in the Governor. (Acts of 1847, ch. 
53; 1862, ch. 15.) 

Under the Constitution of 1851, Art. X, sec. 7, the Librarian 
became a constitutional officer, "to be elected by the joint 
vote of the two branches of the Legislature, for two years, 
and until his successor shall be elected and qualified. " The 
salary was placed at $1,000 per annum. 

The Constitution of 1864, Art. VII, sec. 4, provided that 
the Librarian should be elected by joint vote of the Legisla- 
ture for four years, and the salary was made $1500 per 
annum. The Legislature was forbidden to pass any law 
giving the Librarian any additional compensation. 

The Constitution of 1867, Art. VII, sec. 3, provides that 
the Librarian 

shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate and shall hold his office during the term of the Grovemor 
[four years], by whom he shall have been appointed, and until his suc- 
cessor shall be appointed and qualified. His salary shall be fifteen 
hundred dollars a year . . and no appropriation shall be made 

by law to pay for any derk, or assistant to the Librarian. 
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A most important change in the management of the 
Library was made in 1868, when by chapter 387 the judges 
of the Court of Appeals were authorized to direct the pur- 
chase of books and to draw on the Treasurer for the amount 
of the annual appropriation as well as on any unexpended 
balances of former appropriations. This change was pro- 
ductive of such good results that in 1870, by chapter 272, 
the Librarian's prerogative was still further curtailed and a 
permanent governing board established. In his message 
to the General Assembly of 1870, Governor Bowie said: 

I would call your attention to Art, 7 of the Constitution, which declares 
that '' it shall be the duly of the Legislature at its first session after the 
adoption of this Constitution, to pass a law regulating the mode and 
manner in which the books in the Library shall be kept and accounted 
for by the Librarian, and requiring the Librarian to give bond, and so 
forth for the proper discharge of his duties. " 

The last Legislature having failed to comply with this requirement 
of the Constitution, it becomes your duty to enact such measures as are 
prescribed, and in doing so I submit for your timely consideration, and 
without by any means intending a reflection upon the present Librarian 
that the Library is anything but creditable to the State, and to all 
preceding Governors and Legislatures. 

Excepting the law books, most of which are the contributions of 
different States, the volumes are by no means of standard works, such 
as should grace the shelves of a State Library. Proper provision and 
proper appropriation for the purchase of books should be made by this 
Legislature, and the Library put in the way at least to become what it 
ought to be. 

Pursuant to this message, chapter 272 of 1870 was passed, 
creating a permanent governing board, authorized to fill all 
vacancies in its own body. They make all rules and regula- 
tions for the Library, purchase books, and have exclusive 
control of the funds for augmentation. This act appointed 
Judge George Brent, J. Shaaff Stockett and A. W. Machen 
as the first permanent Library Committee. In a report to 
to the Legislature dated February 8, 1872, they said: 

Upon an examination of the Library, its condition was found to be so 
confused and disordered that it became necessary, to enable the com- 
mittee to act with any sufficient certainty, to have a list made of all 
the books it contained. This was a labor of no little difficulty, but it 
was successfully accomplished by Mr. William L. Yerkes, whom they 
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employed for that purpose. By a comparison of this list with a cata- 
logue made many years since, large numbers of the books were found 
to be missing. Some works had entirely disappeared, while odd 
volumes, and those in many instances mutilated and defaced, of others 
only remained. Of the miscellaneous part of the Library, compara- 
tively few books of any value had been left. The Law branch of the 
Library was also very defective, and greatly needed the addition of 

various reports and of important text-books 

The Committee have not, as yet, had a catalogue prepared and 
printed. This it was deemed advisable to postpone, as in the present 
condition of the Library, such a catalogue would reflect no credit upon 
the State. It would contain a meager list of books, and show Maryland 
to be far behind her sister States in regard to the extent and quality 
of her State Library. (Doc. O, 1872.) 

What proved to be a disastrous piece of legislation was 
enacted in 1892, when under section 3 of chapter 245, the 
Board of Public works was authorized to have a thorough 
house cleaning. Owing to the rapid accumulation of surplus 
copies of Journals and Documents, the Library as well as 
the basement of the State House had become badly over- 
crowded. Sec. 3 reads as follows: 

The said Board of Public Works is hereby authorized and directed to 
have the basement of the State House and Annex thoroughly cleaned, 
and all books and records therein of value to be stored in proper places 
of deposit; and such books and papers as said Board, after due examina- 
tion, shall not deem worthy of preservation it shall cause to be sold, 
and the proceeds of such sale shall be paid into the Treasury of the State. 

Unfortunately many fine provincial journals and early 
session laws had found a resting place in the basement, and 
these, together with a great mass of useless printed matter 
went on the junk pile. How thoroughly the "due examina- 
tion '' was made can be inferred from the fact that one 
dealer made $600 on the rare books secured from the junk 
dealer. The loss through this transaction cannot be definitely 
estimated, but it is certain that many early imprints were 
lost to the Library and the State. 

In 1900, by chapter 271 of the acts of that year, the office 
of "indexer and cataloguer'' was created, nominally in order 
that the card indexes should be kept up to date, but really 
that the Librarian should have a technically equipped 
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assistant. The cataloguer is appointed b}'' the Governor 
with the advice of the Library Committee, for two years, with 
a salary of $600 and it is his duty "to keep up the card cata- 
logues and perform such other services as shall be required 
by the Library Committee." 

The arrangement of the new library rooms is such that it 
was foimd to be impracticable for two people to exercise 
proper supervision over them and in 1906, by chapter 50 
the office of " Custodian of Works of References " was created 
by the Legislature. Appointment is by the Governor with 
the advice and consent of the Senate; the term of office is 
two years and the salary $720 per annum. The duties are 
such as may be required by the Library Committee. 

For the last forty years the law department has been 
developed at the expense of the general collection, for the 
reason that the institution has come to be considered as 
primarily the Ubrary of the Court of Appeals. The appro- 
priations for augmentation have been too small and too 
irregular to keep either department up to the highest stand- 
ard. Beginning with $200 annually in 1827, the appropria- 
tion was gradually increased to $800, but in 1860 dropped 
back to $200; in 1870 it was again increased to $1,000. For 
the years 1871 and 1872 it was made $2000 and from 1873 
to 1894 was maintained at $2500. By the latter date a con- 
siderable fund had been allowed to accumulate and the Com- 
mittee informed the Legislature that no money was needed! 
The appropriation for 1895 and 1896 was $1, but from 1897 
to 1902 the fund was maintained at $1,000 per annum, nearly 
all of which has been devoted to the law library. The appro- 
priation for 1903 and 1904 was made $2,500 and it will 
probably not be allowed to fall below that amount in future. 

In addition to the augmentation fund a contingent fund 
of $500 per annum is allowed to pay express charges on ship- 
ments and incidental expenses. The Librarian is charged 
with the duty of shipping the exchanges, consisting of the 
laws, journals, documents and reports of the Court of 
Appeals, but all other reports of State officers and institutions 
are distributed by the officer making the report. This is 
unfortunate as many requests are received at the Library for 
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reports of this character which cannot be supplied and, of 
course, the exchange could be done more satisfactorily and 
economically if the Library was made the general center of 
distribution for all departmental reports. 

The earliest known catalogue of the Library is that of 
1833 prepared by David Ridgely, a copy of which is in the 
possession of the New York Public Library. In the reports 
of Mr. Ridgely quoted herein, mention is made of two earlier 
printed catalogues, but no copies are known to the writer. 
Other catalogues have been prepared as follows; 1837, by 
David Ridgely; 1851, by Richard Swann; 1862, by E. M. 
Shipley; 1874, by W. T. Iglehart; and 1895, by L. H. Gadd. 

There are at present about 30,000 volumes in the Library 
exclusive of duplicates. Stored away in the basement and 
store rooms are at least 50,000 duplicate volumes of the laws, 
journals, documents, court reports, and works for which the 
State has made subscription. 

At the beginning of its eighty-third year of existence, the 
general collections of the State Library are deficient in every 
branch of human knowledge and the reference section is 
very inadequate. Of the archives gathered by David 
Ridgely none remain, some having been transferred to other 
hands, but many absolutely lost. 

The law department is a good working library, but it does 
not compare favorably with the law libraries maintained 
by the Bar Associations of the principal cities throughout 
the country. 

The following is a list of the State Librarians with terms of 
service : 

David Ridgely, March 1827 to March 10, 1842. 

John H. T. Magruder, March 10, 1842 to February 12, 1845. 

Richard Swann, February 12, 1845 to February 1, 1852. 

Henry E. Bateman, February 1, 1852 to April 21, 1853. 

William Har^'ood, April 21, 1853 to June 20, 1857. 

Thomas J. Marshall, June 20, 1857 to August 8, 1857. 

Llewellyn Boyle, August 8, 1857 to May 1, 1861. 

E. M. Shipley, May 1, 1861 to May 1, 1863. 

Hanson P. Jordan, May 1, 1863 to February 27, 1868. 

Henry A. Silver, February 27, 1868 to February 2, 1870. 

John H. T. Magruder, February 2, 1870 to April 6, 1880. 

Edmund P. Duval, April 6, 1880 to May 1, 1892. 

Luther H. Gadd, May 1, 1892 to June 1, 1896. 
Mrs. Anne Burton Jeffers, June 1, 1896 to February 29, 1908. 

Miss Lynn M. Shaffer, February 29, 1908- 
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CUMBERLAND.— ALLEGANY COUNTY. 

QUEEN CITY CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 

In 1852, the Queen City Circulating Library was estab- 
blished in Cumberland by Messrs. W. W. McKaig, Joseph R. 
Tucker, Samuel M. Sinns, General T. J. McKaig and others. 
It occupied a suite of rooms on the second floor of a building 
on Baltimore Street owned by General McKaig. The subscrip- 
tion was $5 a year. A club of young men organized on the 
same plan as the U. S. Congress used the rooms for their 
debates. For a number of years the library flourished and 
did good work. In the winter of 1861 or 1862 the rooms 
were turned into a hospital for the soldiers and the books 
disappeared. 

Another Ubrary effort was made on the part of Mr. Harry 
H. K. Duke, a bookseller who purchased 3,000 volumes 
selected from the A. L. A. Catalogue of 1893 and conducted 
a circulating library in connection with his book store. So 
little interest was shown that after a few years he offered the 
Library for sale. Through the efforts of Mr. R. H. Gordon, 
the books were purchased by Mr A. R. Lewis and presented 
to the Y. M. C. A. 



BALTIMORE CITY. 
Notes on Circulating Libraries 

bernard c. steiner. 

The Hon. John P. Kennedy said in a lecture delivered at 
the opening of the fourth Annual Exhibition October 21, 
1851: 

In 1773 we got our first newspaper, through the enterprise of Mr. 
Goddard, who then established The Maryland Journal and Baltimore 
Advertiser. But I fear we are not very much of a reading community, 
for I find, what I am ashamed to see, that Mr. Joseph Rathel utterly 
failed in his attempt to get up a Circulating Library. Ten years after- 
wards Mr. William Murphy was more fortunate. 
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From 1802 to 1819 the Baltimore Circulating Library kept 
by Munday was located at 63 Howard Street. It was doubt- 
less a commercial enterprise. 

A rather noteworthy early library in Baltimore City was 
Robinson's Circulating Library, which issued, in 1816, a 
duodecimo catalogue of 156 pages containing the titles of 
"nearly 7,000 volumes of books in the various departments 
of literature which are bound for perusal by the year, half 
year, quarter, or single volume. " A supplement of fifteen 
pages was issued the same year, and a second supplement of 
twelve pages followed in 1818. We learn from the catalogue 
that yearly subscribers, could obtain 24 books in town or 30 
in the country on payment of $18, in advance. A folio, 
quarto, or octavo counted as two books, except when the 
price is above $6, when it is to be considered as four books, 
as is a magazine with plates. Half and quarter yearly sub- 
scriptions from residents of the town, gave the same privileges 
on payment of $12 and $9 respectively. A smaller number 
of books might be obtained on leiss payments down to $5 
yearly, for which two books in town, or four in the country, 
could be obtained. For half yearly payments of $3, the 
same privilege could be obtained in town. The smallest 
quarterly payment was $2.25, for which 4 books were sup- 
plied in town. Books might be changed once a day, might 
be kept out for two weeks in town and four weeks in the 
country, and might be renewed. Single volumes were lent 
at rates varying from $.25 to $.06^ per week according to 
size of the book. The books were accessioned, but not 
classified. In 1818, it was announced that a periodical read- 
ing room would be opened on June 1, to which subscribers, 
who paid $6 or more yearly, would have access on additional 
payment of $4 yearly. Robinson was also a printer and 
bookseller. His name continues in the City Directory until 
1860, but there is no mention of the Library after 1835. 

In 1842, we find the Germania Library Association noted 
in the City Directory, and from the same year until 1845, 
there is mention of the Apprentices Library. The Mer- 
chants' Exchange Reading Rooms on the site of the Custom 
House, were long a prominent feature of the literary life 
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of the town and continued down to 1864. During 1863 and 
1864 the National Union Reading Rooms were opened at 131 
West Baltimore Street. 

BALTIMORE MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS LIBRARY, 

PARK AVENUE. 

Edw. Stabler, Jr., Chairman, 
Ella K. Barnard, Secretary, 

The Religious Society of Friends, upon its organization, 
about the year 1650, did not adopt a "man-made" and 
established belief or creed, but left the individual members 
free in this respect. 

As their religious belief was largely gained by individual 
experience, it was essential that Schools and Libraries should 
be established and fostered as sources of information and 
instruction for the members of the new sect. 

No other religious denomination with a like membership, 
published such a vast number of books as did the Society of 
Friends in its eariy history. Thesie publications were on 
ReUgion, History, Travels, Science and Reforms, Text-books 
for schools, etc., and journals of individual experience and 
travel. 

Joseph Smith's "Descriptive Calatogue^' three large 
octavo volumes, published in London in 1867, contains 2375 
pages, including the Supplement of 1893, of books written 
by members of the Society of Friends. 

Baltimore Monthly Meeting of Friends was established in 
1792. From the minutes of this meeting the following is 
taken: 

At Baltimore Monthly Meeting, held thirteenth of sixth month, 1799 
. It being represented to this meeting, that a small, well 
conducted Library of Friends' Books and other religious tracts, under 
the direction of this Monthly Meeting, might have a useful tendency, 
and the subject being considered, the following Friends were appointed 
to report their sense to the next meeting, viz: Elisha Tyson, Robert 
Comthwaite, Izak Proctor, Joseph Townsend, Ennion Williams, William 
Riley, and Isaiah Balderston. 
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This Committee reporting at next meeting that " such plan 
might be profitable," they were continued to "make out a 
catalogue of suitable books and estimate the probable 
expense. " At the next meeting this Committee report they 
have "prepared a catalogue of such books as they think suit- 
able," and that "the expense would be $100." 

Friends Library, Park Avenue, Baltimore, is the oldest 
circulating library in Baltimore, under one continuous owner- 
bhip and management, and with the exception of the Library 
Company of Baltimore, organized in 1796, it was the first 
circulating library in Baltimore. The Maryland Historical 
Society procured its Charter in 1844. The books of the 
Library Company of Baltimore were secured by the His- 
torical Society of Maryland, in 1854. 

The Catalogue of Friends Library, of 1848, informs us 
that the Library then contained 1717 volumes. The present 
number is over 4,000 volumes. 

William Riley, a member of the Society, was the first 
Librarian. He was succeeded by Samuel G. Jones, in 1820. 

In the year 1889, the Library was removed to its present 
location, Park Avenue and Laurens Street, the Lombard 
Street Meeting House (erected in 1805) having been sold 
in 1888. 

The Library is still continued under the care of a Com- 
mittee appointed by the meeting, which appropriates an 
annual sum for this purpose. Miss Lucy Sutton is Librarian. 
The Library conducts, a traveling library system for country 
meetings. 

Current magazines are found upon the tables in the Read- 
ing Room, which is open to Friends and others without 
charge. 

In an adjoining (fireproof) room, may be found a collection 
of over 300 volumes of manuscript records of the Society of 
Friends, dating from 1672. These records are in an excellent 
state of preservation, and refer to the settlement of Friends 
in Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia, making a complete 
history of the Society from 1672 to the present day. 
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THE ENOCH PRATT FREE LIBRARY OF BALTIMORE CITY. 

BERNARD C. STEINER. 

On the twenty-first of January, 1882, Enoch Pratt wrote 
to the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City offering to 
build a fireproof library building, capable of holding 200,000 
volumes, on his lot, 106 West Mulberry Street. The build- 
ing was to cost about $225,000 and on its completion he 
offered to deed it to the city and to endow the institution 
with $833,333.33 "provided the city will grant and create an 
annuity of $50,000 per annum forever, payable quarterly to 
the Board of Trustees, for the support and maintenance of 
the Library and its Branches." The plan included the 
erection of branches " under the same management, " in the 
four quarters of the city. The Library was to be managed 
by a board of nine trustees selected by the donor and filling 
all vacancies in its numbers. On January 23, the Mayor, 
Hon. Wm. Pinkney Whyte, transmitted Mr. Pratt's offer 
to the City Council, saying that this " munificent gift to the 
city is worthy of all praise. " It was referred to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Ways and Means which reported a 
resolution on January 31, accepting Mr. Pratt's offer and 
directing the law officers of the city to draft the necessary 
acts or ordinances to make the gift effective. These resolu- 
tions having been adopted on February 2, an enabling act* 
was prepared at once and was approved by the Governor on 
March 30. This act provided that voters of the city should 
express their wish as to their acceptance of the offer at the 
fall election and that if a majority voted aye, the city might 
by ordinance enter into contract with Mr. Pratt in accordance 
with the terms of his letter tendering the gift. At the elec- 
tion, held on October 25, 1882, 14,889 votes were cast for the 
acceptance of the Library and 3660 against it. Accordingly 
the contract was made and by ordinance of the City Council it 
was determined to invest the endowment in city stock as 
a special fund to be known as the Enoch Pratt Free Library 

1 Acts of 1882, ch. 181. 
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Sinking Fund. The sum given would produce $50,000 a 
year at 6 per cent interest and as very little city stock paid 
more than 4 per cent, the city determined to put the interest 
back on the capital yearly, until the sum was reached which 
would yield $50,000 at the current rate of interest. In the 
meantime, the whole sum of $50,000 was raised by direct 
taxation for 9 years. The amount in the Sinking Fund was 
then $1,174,515.31 and direct taxation ceased, but owing to 
the refunding of certain city loans at a lower rate of interest, 
the annual income of the fund does not now quite reach 
$50,000 and the difference amounting to about $5000 is 
raised by direct taxation. 

On July 2, 1883, Mr. Pratt deeded the lot and building then 
being erected to the Mayor and City Council and turned over 
the endowment to them. The building was completed and 
the management turned over to the trustees on October 1, 
1884. As there had been no expenses of management as 
yet, the first year's annuity had been used by Mr. Pratt in 
building the four Branch Libraries above referred to. In 
his letter turning over the Library to the Trustees, Mr. Pratt 
expressed the hope that he might be "spared to see the 
Library in full and successful working order and appreciated 
by my fellow citizens." This hope was fully realized and 
the last ten years of the donor's life were gladdened by the 
consciousness that he had done a great good to his fellow 
citizens. The buildings, according to the founder's wish, 
have been " for all, rich and poor, without distinction of race 
or color, who, when properly accredited, can take out the 
books, if they will handle them carefully and return them." 

Pratt was born in North Middleborough, Mass., on 
September 10, 1808, and removed to Baltimore in 1831, 
establishing himself in business there as a commission mer- 
chant. He continued in business as a wholesale hardware 
merchant until his death September 17, 1896. Having 
acquired a large fortune, he not only endowed the library 
which bears his name, but made other large gifts for educa- 
tional purposes and at his death left a residuary estate of 
considerably over a million dollars to the Sheppard Insane 
Asylum on condition that the name be changed to the 
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Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital. The principle which 
Mr. Pratt exemplified in his gift of the Library was Do ut des, 
making his gift arouse the people to do something themselves. 
The same principle has more recently been followed out on a 
great scale by Andrew Carnegie, who was a friend of Mr. 
Pratt, and who came to Baltimore shortly after the opening 
of the Pratt Library to study its methods. In an article in 
the North American Review^ for 1889, Mr. Carnegie says that 
the public library is the best gift to a community if accepted 
and maintained as a public institution. 

Many free libraries have been established in our country, but none that 
I know of, with such wisdom as the Pratt Library of Baltimore. It 
may further be safely said that, by placing within the reach of 37,000 
aspiring people* books which they were anxious to obtain, Mr. Pratt has 
done more for the genuine progress of the people than has been done by 
all the contributions of all the millionaires and rich people, to help those 
who cannot help themselves. The one wise administrator of his surplus 
had poured his fertilizing stream upon soil that was ready to receive it 
and return a hundred fold. 

The Branch Libraries were all of the same design and con- 
tain a reading room and book room for about 25,000 volumes. 
On November 5, 1884, Hon. Lewis H. Steiner, of Frederick 
City, a versatile scholar, an exact student, and a careful and 
conscientious administrltor, was chosen a^ Librarian, and he 
began at once the organization of a staff and the purchase 
of books, With such activity and zeal did he push the work, 
that the opening of the Library took place with formal 
exercises at the Academy of Music on January 4, 1886. 
There were already 32,000 volumes on the shelves. 

With the establishment of the Pratt Library, as it is ordi- 
narily called, Baltimore became possessed of a rather remark- 
able group of libraries, situated within a circle having a 
radius of half a mile and filling the needs of almost all 
sections of the community, while none of them duplicates 
another. The administration of the Pratt Library has been 
continuous from the first. The Hon. James A. Gary, one of 
the original members of the Board, succeeded as President^ 

2 Vol. 149, p. 689. 

* The number of borrowers at that time. 
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on the death of Mr. Pratt; the vacancy caused by the death 
of Mr. Henry James, the first Treasurer, in 1893 was filled by 
the election of his son; and when Lewis H. Steiner, M.D., died 
suddenly on February 18, 1892, the Trustees selected as 
Librarian, his son, Bernard C. Steiner, Ph.D., the present 
incumbent of the office. 

a 

The success of the Pratt Library was assured from the 
first . On February 15, 1886, was opened the Branch Library 
located in the section of the city known as Canton, and it 
was followed in the next month, by the opening of Branches 
successively, in the southern, southwestern, and north- 
western portions of the city. To these a fifth Branch was 
added in 1888 in the northeastern portion of Baltimore and 
a sixth in the north in 1896. All these were built after one 
exterior plan and with little modification of the interior one. 

In 1886, Mr. Robert Poole, the head of a great manufactory 
in the sections of Baltimore known as Woodberry and Hamp- 
den, joined with a number of gentlemen there, in estabUshing 
Free Reading Rooms and Circulating Library. Feeling that 
a Branch of the Pratt Library would be more useful to the 
people of the neighborhood, in June, 1899, Mr. Poole offered 
to give a lot of ground and erect upon it a Branch Library in 
the Georgian or Colonial Style of architecture. The offer 
was accepted and the building erected under his own personal 
supervision at a cost of over $25,000. At his request, a 
room in the Branch was rented to a Savings Bank that the 
people might find it easy to deposit money there at the same 
time that they used the books and magazines in the Library. 
On the shelves of each Branch are collections of books vary- 
ing in size from 3,000 to 14,000 volumes and other books have 
been sent from the Central Library on demand, daily since 
May, 1901. Prior to 1895, the Branches were opened only in 
the afternoon and evening but from that time they have 
been opened in the morning also. 

In December, 1898, a delivery station, in charge of a clerk, 
was opened for several hours daily in the Public School House 
at Walbrook, Owing to the increased number of children 
it was found necessary to give up the room and to close this 
station in June, 1902. In January, 1903, it was reopened in 
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a room in the waiting station of the United Electric Railways, 
the use of which was given for that purpose. 

In this station a collection of a few hundred books was 
placed, other books being sent daily from the Central Library 
on request. The work at Walbrook grew steadily and the 
accommodations of the Station soon proved inadequate. 
Under these conditions Mr. Francis A. White gave the Library 
the building and lot situated on a triangle bounded by 
Eleventh Street, Liberty Road and Clifton Avenue. The 
building, a frame structure, had been erected in 1890 by Mr. 
Francis White for religious and social gatherings, and was 
used for church purposes by various denominations until 
they were able to have their own church buildings. Mr. 
Francis A. White inherited the property from his father, and 
after its use for church purposes was given up, he offered it 
for library purposes, as he thought he could find no better 
way to cause its continued usefulness to the people of Wal- 
brook. The deed was executed June 12, 1907, and after 
some slight internal changes, the distribution of books from 
this Branch succeeding the old station, began September 3. 
Open access to the books is permitted at this Branch and the 
volumes are arranged on the shelves ribbon fashion with 
the works of fiction on the middle horizontal row of shelves. 

In May, 1900, another station was opened on Locust Point 
in a cigar store. No clerk was placed there and books were 
sent on request, from the South Baltimore Branch. Much 
better quarters were tendered in December, 1901, by the 
Social Settlement Association, in their building on Hull 
Street, where it remained until the Settlement removed to 
Fort Avenue in 1903, where the station is still situated. 

Early in 1901, an arrangement was made whereby a box 
of books was sent fortnightly to the Female House of Refuge. 
This plan was further extended by allowing such boxes to be 
sent to any public school or other institution approved by the 
Trustees and paying the cost of transportation. As a 
result of this movement, at present 16 public schools, 6 
private schools, 2 reformatory institutions, 23 Sunday 
schools and other church organizations, 1 playgroimd, 5 
clubs, 1 post office, 3 police stations, 3 newspapers, and 9 
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miscellaneous institutions receive regularly boxes of books. 
In December, 1902, a special clerk was appointed as Assistant 
Superintendent of Circulation with especial charge of the 
inspection of the Branches and institutions and of the delivery 
of books thereto. 

In October, 1902, through the aid of the Arundel Good 
Government Club, and the Oldtown Merchants andManu- 
facturers Association, a station was opened in Oldtown at 
the comer of Gay and Mott Streets where it has since con- 
tinued with good patronage. 

In December, 1904, the generosity of two Jewish Societies, 
the Maccabeans and the Daughters in Israel, enabled the 
opening of still another station on East Baltimore Street near 
Aisquith, which has had remarkable success in reaching 
people of foreign birth and parentage. 

In May, 1905, another station was opened oh Columbia 
Avenue near South Paca Street through the efforts and coop- 
eration of persons connected with St. Paul's Guild House Asso- 
ciation. The work of this station was quite successful, and in 
November, 1908, ground was broken for a Branch Library to 
take its place, and to be situated at the comer of Barre and 
Saint Peter Streets. The purchase of this lot was made pos- 
sible through a generous gift by Mr. Thomas J. Hajivard. 
The building was constructed with the Carnegie Fund referred 
to below, and was opened in May 1909, as a Branch Library 
with safeguarded open access to books. This building is 
the only one of the libraries to contain an assembly hall. 

In 1909, lots for Branch Libraries were given by the 
Mayor and City Council on Patuxent Street near Patterson 
Park and in Forest Park and by the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Company on Locust Point, on all of which sites 
it is planned to erect Branches and open them during 1910. 
A lot has also been accepted as the gift of residents of Home- 
stead. 

At the organization of the State Library Commission in 
the fall of 1902 the Librarian was elected Secretary of the 
Commission, and his tender of the Central Library Building 
as headquarters of the Commission was accepted. The 
Traveling Libraries of the Commission have been sent out 
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from that building from the beginning. In June, 1905, the 
Library began sending books for the blind throughout the 
State, by agreement with the Commission. The collection 
of books for the blind in the Library is one of the first to be 
established in circulating libraries in the United States, the 
first books having been catalogued in 1895. 

While the city grew in size and the collections of the 
Library also grew in importance, the income did not increase, 
and hence it was impossible for the work properly to grow. 
This condition of things was called to the attention of Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie who thereupon, on November 10, 1906, 
offered to give $500,000 to erect twenty Branch Library 
Buildings conditioned upon the resolution of Council agreeing 
to maintain free public libraries in the buildings at a cost of 
not less than 10 per cent of that of the buildings themselves, 
conditioned also on sites being found for the buildings, by 
the city. Mr. Carnegie's favorable disposition towards Balti- 
more was shown by a letter written by him two years later 
in which he said: 

Enoch Pratt was my pioneer, I visited him, saw his Library, and then 
gave Pittsburgh the Institute. I owe much to Baltimore and am grate- 
ful for the kind fate which has enabled me to make some return. 

The twenty additional Branch Libraries when completed 
are expected to place a Library Building within walking 
distance of every person residing within the city limits. 
When Mr. Carnegie's offer was made known to the city by 
the Library authorities, a joint committee of the City Council 
prepared resolutions thanking Mr. Carnegie and stating 
that "any reasonable plan which may be agreed upon by 
Mr. Carnegie and the Trustees of The Enoch Pratt Free 
Library whereby said proposed gift may be procured the 
said institution should receive the cooperation of the city 
authorities, and if necessary the Legislature should be applied 
to to grant the city the power to agree to the conditions set 
forth by Mr. Carnegie." Correspondence was then entered 
into by the President of the Trustees and Mr. Carnegie, as 
a result of which an ordinance to accept the gift passed the 
City Council unanimously and was approved by the Mayor in 
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May, 1907, whereupon Mr. Carnegie instructed the officers 
of the Home Trust Company of Hoboken, N. J. to transfer 
to the account of the Board, the sum of .S500,000 to be 
drawn by them as needed for the erection of Branch Library 
Buildings. The transfer was made July 5, 1907. By act of 
General Assembly passed in 1900, the Library Charter had 
been so amended that there was no difficulty as to the 
Treasurer receiving the gift. There was, however, some 
doubt as to whether the City Charter contained provisions 
broad enough to permit of the necessary appropriations for 
the Library; therefore a bill was prepared by the Board of 
Trustees in conference with the Mayor and City Solicitor 
and was unanimously passed by the General Assembly in 
1908. The first appropriation for the maintenance of these 
new Branches was made for the Branch on Barre and Saint 
Peter Streets in the Ordinance of Estimates for 1909. The 
Ordinance of Estimates for 1908, however, for the first time, 
contained an especial appropriation for Library purposes, for 
the equipment and maintenance of the Branch Library at 
Walbrook and of the station on Columbia Avenue and for 
purchase of books for Branch Libraries. The station on 
Gay Street also received an appropriation in the Ordinance 
of Estimates for 1909. The Ordinance of Estimates for 1910 
contains an appropriation of $20,000 for the ''equipment 
and maintenance of the Branch Libraries already established'' 
The purchase of books has been pushed with considerable 
rapidity and on October 1, 1909, the Library possessed 262,- 
756 books, divided as follows: 

Central Library 167,451 

Branch No. 1 14,433 

Branch No. 2 13,592 

Branch No. 3 11,170 

Branch No. 4 '. 11,159 

Branch No. 5 13,520 

BranchNo.6 11,704 

BranchNo. 7 7,494 

Branch No. 8 3,672 

StationNo. 9 1,189 

Station No. 10 1,584 

StationNo. 11 1,893 

BranchNo. 12 3,895 
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The collection of periodicals indexed in Poole is remark- 
ably complete. The standard authors in almost all European 
literatures are found. There is an excellent collection of 
musical scores. In foreign missions, history, travel, biogra- 
phy, and sociology the Library is especially rich. Compara- 
tively few reference books have been bought, as the Peabody 
Library was established to fill the demand for these. Bor- 
rowers cards are issued upon guarantee, from a property 
holder of the city, for a period of three years. Since the 
beginning 193,089 such cards have been issued, and 38,958 
are now in force. A second non-fiction or student's card has 
been issued since 1897. 

The Reading Room of the Central Library contains about 
472 current periodicals and about 39 such are in each Branch 
Library while each station is supplied with about 15 
periodicals. The use of periodicals in 1908 was as follows: 
Central Library 119,116; Branch No. 1, 11,394; Branch No. 
2, 17,419; Branch No. 3, 12,140; Branch No. 4, 13,101; 
Branch No. 5, 8,841; Branch No. 6, 20,026; Branch No. 7, 
9,745; Branch No. 8, 5,814; Station No., 9. 2,829; Station 
No. 10, 10,885; Station No. 11, 8,043; Station No. 12, 4,010. 

From the beginning of the Library to January 1, 1909, 
there have been circulated by the Library 14,194,697 volumes. 
In 1908 the circulation from the various buildings was as 
follows: Central Library, 300,550; Branch No. 1, 62,123: 
Branch No. 2, 63,208; Branch No. 3, 46,911; Branch No. 4, 
35,448; Branch No. 5, 57,640; Branch No. 6, 49,207; Branch 
No. 7, 24,001; Branch No. 8, 20,826; Station No. 9, 6,990; 
Station No. 10, 12,478; Station No. 11, 22,291; Station No. 
12, 14,691; through Branches, 16,384; through schools, 
32,833. 

The percentage of fiction and juvenile literature for the 
year 1908 was 68 from the Central Library, and from the 
Branches, 81. 

In 1908, the turn over of the stock at the Central Librarv 
was 2.12 and at the Branches from 2.85 to 6.34, or, each book 
contained was used that number of times on the average. 
The Library issues from time to time Finding Lists of the 
titles of its books for the use of the public, and in 1893 was 
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the first large Ubrary in the country to make use of the 
linotype for that purpose. Quarterly Bulletins were pub- 
lished from 1895 until 1907, at which time an annual bulletin 
was substituted. A list of the Catholic books in the library 
was compiled by a member of the Society of Jesus and 
published as a private enterprise in 1900. 
The expenses of 1908 were as follows: 

Books $12,654.81 

Periodicals 1,886.13 

Binding 3,993.53 

Construction and repairs 1,808 . 22 

Stationery and supplies 1,330 . 49 

Insurance 660.00 

Furniture and typewriters 274 . 90 

Drayage 826.91 

Rent 455.02 

Coal 1,556.10 

Light 2,466.80 

Printing 2,629. 16 

Miscellaneous expenses 2,085.27 

Salaries 30,127.64 

Grand total , $62,754.98 

There are at present employed by the Library 79 persons 
of wh'^m 59 are women. The clerks are appointed and pro- 
moted according to the merit system. The Central Library 
is open daily for the delivery of books from 9 a.m. to 8.30 
p.m., except on Sundays and hoUdays. The Central Library 
Reading Room is open from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. except on 
Sundays and holidays, when it is open from 2 to 7 p.m. 
Branch Libraries are open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS LIBRARY 

BENJ. F. COOPER, LIBRARIAN. 

The first suggestion of starting a Library in connection 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Maryland, 
was made by an article which appeared in the Covenant in 
1836, a journal of the Order, edited at that time by James 
L. Ridgely, P. G. M. The article began as follows: 
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We take the liberty of suggesting to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Education the propriety of adding, as an adjunct to their institution, 
a library to be composed of good moral works, which would be found a 
powerful auxiliary it is thought to the school. The library might be 
fonned entirely by donations and would not be in the slightest degree 
a tax upon the fund for education. 

This article which is too long to insert in full, concludes 
with the following language : 

No department of our Order is better fitted for the undertaking as well 
as from the relation which their duties bear to the subject as from their 
untiring zeal in Odd Fellowship than the Joint Standing Committee on 
Education. To you Brethren then is this suggestion most earnestly 
commended. 

The recommendation must have attracted attention, as we 
find by the records, that Brother Isaac D. Williamson em- 
bodied the idea in practical form by offering the following 
Preamble and Resolution for the consideration of Washing- 
ton Lodge No. 1, on the tenth day of February 1840, 

Whereas, It is believed that the establishment of an Odd Fellows' 
Library for the use of membership of the Order, would be highly useful 
to its interest; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing such a Library and to confer 
with the committees of other lodges and to report to this lodge the best 
means of carrying the same into effect. 

The resolution was adopted, and the chair appointed a 
committee consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Mears and 
Bailey. The committee visited the various lodges and 
found that all of them were willing to unite in carrying out the 
plan, as it was generally believed that it would be an immense 
aid to the educational work of the Order and prove an attrac- 
tive feature, as it has indeed been. Representatives were 
appointed from each lodge to consider the matter, and the 
first meeting of the Joint Committee made up of representa- 
tives from these lodges met on February 27, 1840, and effected 
an organization, which has practically remained the same 
since, and is made up as follows : The Grand Lodge and each 
Subordinate Lodge and encampment has the privilege of 
appointing three representatives to the Library Committee; 
these representatives meet quarterly, but on the first meet- 
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ing night of each year, a board of directors, consisting of nine 
members, is elected by the main body, to have charge of the 
actual operation of the Library; and to them is given control 
of all the details, such as the purchase of books, the payment 
of salaries and bills, the enforcement of fines and regulations 
of the Library, the rebinding of books when necessary. 

The nucleus of the Library was made up of voluntary con- 
. tributions of books, and donations of money, both by lodges 
and individuals and by December 9, 1840, the Library 
was established on a permanent basis by the organization of 
the Joint Standing Library Committee and the election of 
permanent officers. 

In the beginning the office of Librarian was filled by volun- 
teers, two for each week, selected from the committee, who 
gave their time without charge. Later, owing to the devel- 
opment of the Library it became necessary to have a paid 
Librarian. 

The funds for the maintenance of the Library are raised 
through voluntary contributions from the various lodges; 
each lodge contributing as much as it feels able. There are 
also numerous contributions of books and pamphlets from 
individual members. 

The Library at present contains about 30,000 volumes, 
divided according to the following classification: 

VOLUMES 

Fiction 6000 

BeUes-letters 1480 

Arts and sciences 1012 

Reference 312 

Juvenile 1420 

Geography and travels 1428 

Biography 1412 

Historical miscellany 1052 

History 1302 

Bound magazines 1012 

Natural history 337 

Drama and poetry 732 

Medicine 512 

Theology 136 

Law and government 522 

Miscellaneous German books about 7000 
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That the Library is fulfilling the mission planned by its 
founders, we have no doubt. It has proved a source of pro- 
fit and pleasure to many members of the Order and a chosen 
place for many visiting Odd Fellows. The foUowing figures 
will give an idea of the extent to which it has been used in 
recent years and the amount of money expended on it from 
1896 to 1902 inclusive. The total circulation for these years 
of both German and English books has been 83,432 volumes, 
the receipts have been $5907.20, the expenses $6715.06. 
(This deficit has been covered by a balance left on hand from 
a fair held for the benefit of the Order a number of years ago 
from which more than $5000 was realized.) The number of 
books bought, 1,300. The annual income is about $625, of 
which sum $450 are expended for salaries. 

The Library is now kept open from 3 to 11 p.m. eveiy day 
except Saturday and Sunday. A legacy from Mr. Joseph 
Hof stetter, a former active member of the Order, has recently 
been left for the use of the Library, which will probably 
amount to $6,000. 

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

NICHOLAS MURRAY. 

The Johns Hopkins University Library was opened with 
the University in 1876. 

In view of the location of the University in the center of 
Baltimore and its proximity to the Peabody Institute Library 
which was then and is now a collection especially selected 
for the use of scholars, it was decided to limit the purchases 
to certain definite lines and not to aim at a Library of general 
reference. 

The plan was, primarily, to provide each laboratory and 
seminary with a good working collection of the books in the 
several studies as the department was organized and pro- 
gressed. To this, much attention has always been given and 
a special feature of the Library is the completeness and eflPec- 
tiveness of these departmental collections. The aim has 
not been to gather a large number of text-books and treatises, 
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but to place as near as might be to the hand of the worker 
in laboratory or seminary the material selected by the head 
of the department for the instruction and investigations in 
progress. With this view, were purchased complete sets 
of leading serials, and arrangements were made for securing 
the reports of work in progress at home and abroad as they 
appeared in transactions, etc. 

For the use of the body of students was also gathered a 
good collection of dictionaries, encyclopedias, sets of general 
periodicals and the works of the great standard and classical 
authors. 

The plan, succinctly stated above, is now familiar to all, 
but in 1876 the departmental or seminary system, though 
far from a novelty, had not been taken up in the United 
States as the basis, or ideal, of a college library. The Johns 
Hopkins University Library is, therefore, interesting as being 
among the first to adopt this system and consistently to fol- 
low it for nearly thirty years. The system has been approved 
in its use in this environment. 

The general library conditions that existed in Baltimore 
at the time of the establishment of the University still pre- 
vail. The University Library may be said to be at the center 
of a circle, with a diameter of about half a mile, in which are 
included the Peabody Library, the Enoch Pratt Library, the 
Maryland Historical Library, the Medical Society Library, 
the Mercantile Library, the Episcopal Diocesan Library; and 
not far beyond is the Bar Library. While no relations of 
alliance exist among these institutions their propinquity has 
regulated the line of collection of each and has been of service 
to scholars. 

The University Library now contains 143,000 bound vol- 
umes and a large collection of unbound material never counted. 
In the general reading room are kept about 30,000 volumes, 
and the remainder are either in stacks in connection with the 
reading room or divided amongst these collections: (1) chem- 
istry, (2) geology, (3) biology, (4) mathematics and physics, 
including astronomy, (5) romance languages, (6) German, 
(7) English, (8) Greek and Latin, (9) Semitic languages, (10) 
Sanskrit and comparative philology, (11) historical and polit- 
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ical science, (12) economics, (13) scientific medicine, (14) 
clinical medicine, (15) philosophy, psycholo^ry and educa- 
tion. The Medical School Library numbers 5,730 volumes. 
The Library is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Separate collections are also maintained representing cer- * 
tain specific gifts to the University. Among these are the 
McCoy collection of art works; the Rowland Memorial Li- 
brary of Spectroscopy, the Dillman Oriental Library, the 
Strouse Library of Semitic Literature, and the Abbe Library 
of Meteorology. These last named collections represent 
either a complete library given at one time or a specific 
endowment for their establishment. 

The Library is supported by annual appropriations from 
the Trustees of the University. It has no separate endow- 
ment', though it receives the income of funds given for the 
purchase of books in certain studies. 

The administration is in the hands of a Librarian who 
nominates the various members of the staff and regulates 
their duties and who is responsible for the collection as a 
whole including the departmental libraries. There is a 
Library Committee meeting monthly with whom the Libra- 
rian confers and that legislates as to library matters. 

All purchases are authorized by the Library Committee 
and made through the Librarian. These orders are mainly 
those requested by heads of departments. 

The University Library has received many noteworthy 
gifts of books, among these are the collection of Professor 
Bluntschli of Heidelberg given by German citizens of Bal- 
timore, and rich in works of international law and political 
science; a collection of works on the labor question still being 
added through the gift of a citizen of Baltimore; the Birney 
collection of works on slavery; a collection in Southern liter- 
ature and in Southern history from various sources; the 
library on international arbitration gathered by Hon. J.A.J. 
Creswell of the Alabama Claims Commission; the library of 
art works collected by John W. McCoy; the Library of Pro- 
fessor Herbert B. Adams mainly devoted to education and 
the history of institutions; the Dillman Library and the 
Strouse Library above referred to, the Keyser, Williams, 
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Von Lingen, and other collections in geology. These with 
other important gifts form a considerable portion of the 
collections. 

The periodical list is noteworthy. About 2,000 serials, 
not including ephemeral publications, are regulariy received 
•and of a considerable portion of these, complete sets have 
been secured. From the beginning, the collection of sets 
of periodical literature in science has been kept in view and 
the library now possesses the transactions of the important 
scientific societies of the world, including many in remote 
places. The collection of United States government publi- 
cations and of the State scientific bureaus is also quite full. 

The New Book Department in which new books, princi- 
pally foreign, are received for examination by members of 
the University has been a feature of the Library since its 
beginning. 

The administration has been from 1876 to date in the 
hands, as Librarian, of Mr. A. W. Tyler, Dr. William Hand 
Browne, and Mr. N. Murray, who has now (1909) been suc- 
ceeded by Dr. M. L. Raney, the Assistant Librarian since 
1903 when he succeeded Mr. Melvin Brandon, in that posi- 
tion. 

THE MARYLAND DIOCESAN LIBRARY 
Stinnecke Maryland Episcopal Library. 

george b. utley, with appendix by lawrence c. wroth. 

The history of the Maryland Diocesan Library, the pro- 
perty of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Maryland, dates 
from 1871. At the Diocesan Convention of that year, held 
in Grace Church, Baltimore, from May 31 to Jime 2, the 
Trustees of the Episcopal Fund reported 

that in March last, they received a communication from Bishop Whit- 
tingham, to the effect that he desired to apply a legacy which he had 
received, in erecting upon the lot forming part of the Episcopal residence, 
a building, of which he also submitted a plan, to be used forever as a 
library by the Bishop of the Diocese and his successors; and that he 
also meant to give and convey to the Convention, to be held and 
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administered as part of the Episcopal Fund, his very valuable library, 
consisting of about 10,000 volumes, many of which are extremely rare. 
The Bishop thus stated his desires and intentions for the purpose of 
ascertaining from the Trustees whether they would allow such improve- 
ment and accept the library, upon the understanding and agreement 
that, as far as possible, by the action of the trustees and the ratification 
of the Convention, the building and library shall be secured forever, for 
the use of the Bishop of Maryland and his successors. 

To the proposal of the Bishop the Trustees gave their unanimous 
consent, and they at the same time passed resolutions thanking him 
for his noble benefaction, and pledging themselves to carry out his 
wishes as far as possible. 

The Trustees now specially report the same to the Convention for its 
approval, and for such further action as the generous conduct of the 
Bishop calls for. 

Mr. F. W. Brune, of Baltimore, read this report, and offered 
the following resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 

The Convention, having heard the report of the trustees of the Episco- 
pal Fund accept and approve of the same, and consent that the Bishop 
may carry out his generous intention of erecting a building adjoining 
the Episcopal residence, and likewise accept his proposed donation of 
his valuable Ubrary, and also authorize the trustees of the Episcopal 
Fund and of the Church Charities to enter into such agreements and 
stipulations as may be deemed proper to secure the use of such building 
and its library to the Bishop of Maryland and his successors forever, in 
accordance with the wishes of the Bishop on the subject. 

Bishop Whittingham died on October 17, 1879. In his 
will he bequeathed all his books, papers and letters, other 
than those of a private nature, or those which his sons should 
have a special reason for reserving, to the Convention of the 
Diocese of Maryland. The Bishop designated the name of 
this Library as the Stinnecke Maryland Episcopal Library, in 
memory of Mr. Henry A. Stinnecke, a deceased churchman, 
who left him a legacy which partly paid for the erection of 
the library building. 

In the Convention of 1880, a special committee was ap- 
pointed, to which was referred all matters connected with 
the newly acquired Library. This Committee consisted of the 
Rev. George Leeds, D.D., the Rev. William Paret, D.D., the 
Rev. William S. Southgate, and Messrs. Chas. H. Wyatt, 
William G. Harrison, Daniel R. Magruder, and Dr. James 
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Cheston. In its report to the Convention this committee 
advised that the Bishop ex-officio, together with three clergy- 
men and four laymen, to be chosen by the Convention, on the 
nomination of the Bishop, at each annual session, should be 
a committee to be known as the Stinnecke Maryland Episco- 
pal Library Committee, who should have power to receive 
the books bequeathed to the Diocese by the late Bishop and 
have custody of the same, and who should appoint a suitable 
person as Librarian. 

The first permanent committee on the Library consisted 
of Bishop William Pinkney, ex-officio, the Rev. George Leeds, 
D.D., the Rev. Meyer Lewin, D.D., the Rev. Chas. R. Hale, 
S.T.D., and Messrs. Daniel M. Thomas, William A. Stewart, 
Chas. H. Wyatt, Robert M. Proud, Reverdy Johnson, and. 
William G. Harrison. 

There was much discussion in this Convention over the 
name of the Library. The feeling was strong and outspoken 
that the name should be the Whittingham Library, in honor 
of the great man who had given the entire collection of books. 
After a heated discussion whether the Convention had a right 
to change the name, the matter was referred to the Library 
Committee, who reported unfavorably the following year, 
inasmuch as Bishop Whittingham had selected the name and 
characterized the bequest. And so the name has stood; so 
far as official names stand for things, but by all those who 
know it, it will ever be known as and called the Whittingham 
Library. 

The first meeting of the Library Committee took place at 
the Episcopal residence, June 4, 1880. All the members 
were present except the Bishop and Mr. D. M. Thomas. 
Miss Margaret Harrison Whittingham, the daughter of the 
late Bishop, was unanimously chosen Librarian. The col- 
lection at this time, consisting only of Bishop Whittingham's 
bequest, contained about 12,000 volumes, about 2,000 vol- 
umes having been added since 1871. 

In the following decade the Library had a slow but steady 
growth, principally from donations, as there was little money 
for the purchase of books. In 1882 the records of the Diocese 
were deposited in the Library building under the care of Miss 
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Whittingham. Five years later she was given the additional 
position of clerk of the records, the duties of which office she 
had, however, previously performed. 

In 1887 Mr. Robert M. Proud, a charter member of the 
Library Committee, presented to the Library the handsome 
brass tablet, to the memory of the donor, which now adorns 
the wall of the Whittingham department. 

In 1889 the Lending Department of the Library was 
organized. Heretofore the Library had been for reference 
only. This was right and proper so far as the rare and 
unique collection of the Bishop was concerned, but gradually 
the Library was acquiring by purchase and by donation 
modern theological and religious books which were not so 
rare as to require close guarding, and which only reached 
their greatest usefulness when perused at home and over the 
study desk. With the advice and cooperation of the present 
Bishop, all these books were gathered into a separate class 
and made subject to loan, the borrowers being requested to 
pay $1 a year for this privilege, which amount was used in the 
purchase of new- books. By resolution of the Convention of 
1891, this payment was requested from the parishes rather 
than from the clergymen. The Lending Department pro- 
gressed rapidly. In 1892 it numbered only about 500 
volumes, but in October of that year it received 1,200 volumes 
of valuable religious works, a legacy from the -Rev. Dr. W. W. 
Williams, who died June 28, 1892, after a rectorate of eleven 
years at Christ Church, Baltimore. In November, 1892, it 
received 250 volumes, as a legacy from the Rev. Dr. J. N. 
Stansbury, of Newark, N. J., a Baltimorean by birth. These 
bequests swelled the department to about 1700 volumes, after 
duplicates were deducted. In addition several small funds 
became available for the purchase of books, which enabled 
the Library to add the best of the current theological 
publications. The number of volumes in the Lending 
Department in 1909 is 4,000. 

About this time the question of more room began to be a 
very vital one. The Stinnecke building was just about large 
enough to accommodate Bishop Whittingham's original 
bequest. Now the records of the Diocese were stored 

91 



there, the Whittingham collection grew steadily year by year, 
the 1,700 volumes of the Lending Department were added, 
and several other donations of size were in the way of coming. 
Temporary shelving was introduced to the discomfort of 
readers, books were piled over windows at the cost of air and 
light, the less needed were stored in the cellar, and behind 
others on shelves, and still books continued to come. A 
small, but too small, addition was made to the lower SLory 
by a gift from the Rev. P. M. Prescott. At every Diocesan 
Convention the Library Committee pleaded for better pro- 
vision for the libraries. Everyone realized that it must 
come, but how, was a difficult question to answer. Another 
donation of books forced the issue. 

In the spring of 1896 Miss Frances A. Dalrymple presented 
to the Diocese the valuable collection of books made by her 
brother, the Rev. E. A. Dalrymple, S.T.D., a well-known and 
honored presbyter of Maryland, who died October 30, 1881. 
The collection contained about 8000 volumes, very valuable, 
and only about one-half of which were theological, the 
remainder being devoted to American travels, history in gen- 
eral and much miscellaneous matter. To deposit it in the 
Stinnecke building was a physical impossibility. Another 
building must be secured before these treasured volumes 
could be of any service to the public. 

At the Convention of 1897, held in Frederick, the sum of 
$25,000, "or as much thereof as may be necessary,'* was 
voted for providing a suitable place for the Diocesan Library, 
and a committee, consisting of the Bishop, three clergymen 
and four laymen, was appointed by the Bishop with power 
to carry out these provisions. The committee consisted of 
Bishop Paret, the Rev. Dr. Eccleston, the Rev. Dr. Hodges, 
the Rev. Mr. Paine, and Messrs. Charles. F Taylor, D. L. 
Bartlett, H. F. Thompson, and William Keyser. At the 
Convention of 1898 this committee reported that after a 
deal of searching and consideration they had decided upon 
and purchased the property at 1106 Madison Avenue, adjoin- 
ing the Bishop's residence and old Library building. The 
necessary alterations were made, and the Dalrymple collec- 
tion, the Lending Department, the records of the Diocese, 
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and the overflow of the Whittingham collection were removed 
to the new building. 

William Franklin Koopman, a graduate of Brown Uni- 
versity, became Associate Librarian in September, 1899, 
taking charge of the Lending and Dalrymple Libraries. Mr. 
Koopman died after a brief illness, April 25, 1901. He 
showed marked ability in the management of the Library and 
his early death deprived the Library of an able administrator. 
He was succeeded, September 15, 1901, by George Burwell 
Utley, also a graduate of Brown University, and from 1899 to 
1901 Assistant Librarian of the Watkinson Library of Hart- 
ford, Conn. On Februrary 11, 1903 Miss Whittingham, 
Librarian of the Diocesan Library since its organization, died 
after a long and painful illness. Her services to the Library 
cannot be overstated. Her care of the books was nothing 
short of reverence, her knowledge of them profound, her 
desire to assist others intense, and her indefatigable industry, 
even to her latest labors, remarkable. 

Several valuable donations have recentlv been made. In 
1898 Mrs. Chas. F. Macklin, gave the library of her father, 
the late Judge William A. Stewart, consisting of 770 volumes, 
mostly theological. In 1903 the library received nearly 
600 volumes of choice matter from one of Maryland's vener- 
able presbyters, the Rev. John W. Nott, D.D. The Library 
is not wholly classified as yet. Until this work is com- 
pleted, the exact number of volumes it contains cannot be 
ascertained. The number is probably a little more than 
30,000. 

The Librar}' possesses many very rare books, including over 
forty pieces of incunabula, and nearly eighty other volumes 
printed in the first quarter of the sixteenth century, a superb 
collection of early liturgical literature, one of the most com- 
plete sets of diocesan convention journals in the country, 
many rare Maryland and Virginia items and other Americana, 
and many old and rare theological and historical works that 
are not contained elsewhere in Maryland. The records of 
the Diocese contain about forty original parish registers of 
Maryland, several dating back to 1680, much manuscript cor- 
respondence of the early Bishops, and others prominent in the 
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church, and other valuable historical and genealogical 
material. 

In January 1905, Mr. Utley resigned to become Librarian 
of the Public Library of Jacksonville, Fla., a new Carnegie 
foundation to the organization of which he carried a splendid 
executive ability, no little knowledge of modem methods in 
library administration, and a considerable store of biblio- 
graphical learning. He was possessed, moreover, of an 
energetic, progressive spirit, combined with a rare love of 
books. To him the Maryland Diocesan Library owes its 
advancement from the status of an old fashioned reference 
library to that of a progressive and more widely useful public 
institution. 

He was succeeded by Mr. George Jarvis Coe, whose death 
in August, 1905, closed a connection with the Library of 
only eight months. In October of the same year Mr. Lawrence 
C. Wroth became Librarian, and at the present time, Feb- 
ruary, 1909, he still holds that position. 

The card catalogue of the Library's contents is nearly one- 
half completed. The collections of which it is composed are 
carefully classified, and there remain to be catalogued only 
about 10,000 volumes of the Whittingham department, and 
the less useful classical collection of the Dalrymple Library. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIBRARY 

Including the Library of the Baltimore Library 

Company. 

GEORGE W. m'cREARY, SOMETIME LIBRARIAN. 

Prior to the year 1796, when the population of the town 
hardly exceeded 13,000 inhabitants, it was supplied with all 
the books desired by enterprising importers and dealers, who 
kept stock of books in store for sale either wholesale or retail. 
Five of such establishments existed, besides printing and 
publishing offices. The wants of many private schools, and 
the growing desire of educated persons for certain popular 
books issued in England, created a demand for such books 
and their numerous reprints. About this time, in fact in 
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December, 1796, a plan was submitted to the people of the 
town by most of the more public spirited citizens, chief 
among whom were the Right Rev. John Carroll and Rev. 
Dr. Patrick Allison. 

This plan was the formation of a public library, suited to 
the needs of all classes of the community. A stock company 
was formed, each member subscribing to one share of stock 
at the par value of $20, but no one could acquire more than 
one share of stock save by inheritance. Each member was 
to pay an annual tax of $4 per share and no shares could be 
transferred save by consent of the Board of Directors. 
Sixty persons subscribed and the association was known as 
the Library Company of Baltimore. 

The first meetings were held at the Fountain Inn, kept 
by James Bryden, on Light Street south of Baltimore Street. 
In 1797 the Legislature granted a charter which was adopted 
January 20, and a long and flourishing career began. 

The collection was started and at first lodged in a private 
house and later in the Assembly Rooms. 

A catalogue (printed in 1798 and in possession of the 
Maryland Historical Society) gives sixty-two pages of titles, 
covering Theology, History, Science, Metaphysics, Manu- 
factures, Agriculture, Medicine and Surgery, Law, Politics, 
Commerce, nearly two pages on Slavery, Biography, Romance, 
Poetry and general literature. In fact it was a well rounded 
collection showing a wide acquaintance with the various 
branches of learning, and might well serve as a model for a 
similar catalogue at the present day. 

Included in the same volume is the Act of Incorporation, 
the Constitution and By-Laws, and a list of very nearly three 
hundred members, showing the names of nearly all the 
prominent citizens of Baltimore. 

In 1800 the Library consisted of 4,000 volumes, with no 
excess of fiction. By 1809 the number of volumes had 
increased to 7,000 and the membership to 420. As years 
passed, the Library increased both in number of volumes 
and in membership. The standard of the works acquired 
was exceedingly high, many have since become exceedingly 
rare. The last printed supplement (that for 1841) shows 
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the same high class of books. The Library had at that tune 
about 12,000 volumes of all classes and for nearly half a 
century it had been the only public library in Baltimore; 
but, in 1848, it had reached the height of its career and began 
to lose hold on the interest of the community. In the mean- 
time several prominent gentlemen had begun to solicit funds 
for the erection of a building to accommodate the Library 
Company and the then young Maryland Historical Society. 

In 1855 it was decided to close the Library Company's 
affairs, and turn over its books to the Maryland Historical 
Society. 

The Maryland Historical Society was organized in 1844. 
Gen. John Spear Smith was the first President, his successors 
being Col. Brantz Mayer, the Hon. J. H. B. Latrobe, the 
Hon. S. Teakle Wallis, Rev. John G. Morris, Judge Albert 
Ritchie and Mr. Mendes Cohen. In 1845, a charter was 
granted under which the Athenseum Building was built at 
the northwest corner of Saint Paul and Saratoga Streets. 
For some time after its dedication on October 23, 1848, the 
three societies occupied it jointly. The Mercantile Library 
moved about twenty-five years ago, leaving the whole build- 
ing in the ownership of the Historical Society. The third 
floor of the Athenseum is almost entirely occupied by the 
picture gallery and museum, containing some original paint- 
ings and copies of others by old masters, and a remarkably 
fine collection of historical portraits. The museum contains 
many interesting objects, among them the banner made for 
Pulaski by the Moravians at Bethlehem and commemorated 
in Longfellow's well-known poem. The gallery is open to 
the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. From its foundation the 
Society's Library has been a depository of the documents 
issued by the United States Government, and its collection is 
one of the most complete in existence. The basement floor 
of the AthenaBum is given up to these publications which 
are so arranged as to easily be accessible to the inquirer. 

The Library is catalogued according to the card system 
and is arranged in five alphabets; one of bound volumes, one 
of pamphlets, one of manuscripts, one of maps and^ one of 
miscellany. 
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The Library is entirely a reference one and is special in 
character. The publications of other historical societies are 
received and catalogued and the collection of works on Mary- 
land History is very large and important. 

In 1867, Mr. George Peabody presented the Society with 
$20,000, with a part of the income of which Fund Publica- 
tions have been issued from time to time. These publications 
consist of original documents, reprints of Maryland pam- 
phlets long out of print and original articles upon Maryland 
history. Even before the Society came into possession of 
Mr. Peabody's gift, it had published a number of original 
papers containing much of interest. In 1882 the Society 
became the custodian of the Provincial Records of Maryland. 
These were removed from Annapolis and placed by the 
Society in a fireproof room. The State has made annual 
appropriations for the publication of these Archives of Mary- 
land, and twenty-nine volumes have already appeared. In 
1905, the publication of a quarterly magazine was begun, 
and the issue of the Fund Publications was discontinued. 

A few years since the Society bought from a descendant 
of the Lords Baltimore, a large collection of the family manu- 
scripts. These are known as the Calvert Papers and are 
placed in the fir^roof room. Other interesting manuscripts 
have been given to the Society from time to time, such as the 
Bland Papers, Gist Papers, Hill Papers and Gilmor collection. 

The Society has about 500 members, who pay the annual 
dues of $5 per year and enjoy all the privileges of the Library, 
receiving in addition a copy of each publication issued by the 
Society. Meetings of the Society at which the public are 
always welcome are held on the second Monday evening of 
each month except June, July, August and September. 

Some years ago the Society began the task of copying the 
records of the churches in Maryland prior to about 1800. 
The records of forty churches have been copied and indexed. 

The Library is open daily, except Sundays and legal holi- 
days, from 9 a.m. to 4. p.m. 

It contains over 40,000 volumes and nearly 10,000 pam- 
phlets. Robert W. Hayes is the Acting Librarian. 
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THE MARYLAND INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

JOHN M. CARTER. 

The Maryland Institute for the Promotion of the Mechanic 
Arts was organized in 1825 and incorporated by the Legisla- 
ture January 10, 1826. Exhibitions were held of articles 
of American manufacture, an annual course of scientific 
lectures was conducted and a very respectable Library col- 
lected for the use of the members. The Institute continued 
in prosperous and useful existence till February 7, 1835; when 
a disastrous fire destroyed all its property, as also its home, 
the Athenseum, at the southwest corner of Lexington and 
Saint Paul Streets, Baltimore City. 

On the twelfth of January, 1848, the present Institute was 
organized and on the fifteenth of February, 1850, it was 
incorporated by the Legislature. A standing Committee of 
the Board of Managers was appointed for the establishment 
and conduct of the Library. On the twelfth of April, 1848, 
the Board reported to a meeting of the Institute that they 
had appropriated $300 

towards the formation of a reading room and Library and that the 
committee had procured a number of books and periodicals on Mechani- 
cal and Scientific subjects 

and that the Library and reading room was opened for the 
use of the members. The committee was directed to adver- 
tise for ''donations" of books, models, minerals, etc, and to 
insure the same against loss by fire. 

At that time the Institute occupied rooms in the old Post 
Ofiice building, northeast corner of North and Fayette Streets, 
now the site of the City Hall. The Library was kept open 
from 7 to 10 p.m. daily and 12 gentlemen voluntarily acted 
in reliefs as Librarians. All the membership — ^juniors and 
seniors — ^were entitled to its privileges. 
• From time to time acknowledgments were made to pub- 
lic spirited citizens at home and elsewhere for donations of 
books, the funds available from the Treasury of the Institute 
being quite meager. Two hundred dollars was added from 
this source however at the close of the year, and the growth 
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of the Library continued slowly but steadily, both in the 
acquisition of books and the interest of readers. p-.-, 

Most of the energy of the Institute at this early day was 
devoted to the annual exhibitions of fairs, and to the build- 
ing of a hall mainly designed for this purpose, the former 
furnishing, and the latter absorbing the resources of the Insti- 
tute. 

At the annual meeting, April 14, 1852, the committee 
reported that the Library had been installed in the new hall. 
Number of volumes 2,500, besides many pamphlets, charts, 
etc., of which 665 were added during the year. Of this num- 
ber 443 were donations. The number of accoimts with 
members was 600, most of whom were constant readers and 
the larger portion junior members. The expenses during 
the year, including rebinding old books, was $348.87. 

A year later the committee reported an addition of 504 
books purchased, 208 donated and 93 rebound, and an expen- 
diture of $1031.21, of which $445.52 was for fitting up the 
Library room of the new building. The committee reported 
the loss of a number of books by the carelessness of readers 
in not returning them and a rule was adopted requiring 
security from the parents or guardians of junior members. 

The following table shows the growth of the Library dur- 
ing the next forty years. 

NUMBER OF VOLUMES IN LIBRARY, AS PER CATALOGUE. 

1853 3197 1868 13726 

1854 3626 1869 13868 

1855 4079 1870 14150 

1856 5838 1871 14871 

1857 10309 1872 15402 

1858 11449 1873 '. 15785 

1859 12163 1874 16332 

1860 13189 1875 17184 

1861 13789 1876 17481 

1862 14110 1877 17594 

1863. . 14639 1878 17726 

1864 16168 1879. 18523 

1865 16452 1880 18977 

1866 13165 1881 18870 

1867 13439 1882 19739 
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1883 20020 1888 20751 

1884 20224 1889 20929 

1885 20315 1890 21067 

1886 20449 1891 21141 

1887 20578 1892 21250 

In 1893, the circulation of books was discontinued except 
to life members. 

It must be remembered that the Library has always been 
an incidental, rather than a leading feature in the work of the 
Institute. In the early days the annual exhibitions of 
American manufacturers were the chief object in view, the 
Schools of Design, Music, Chemistry and Bookkeeping and 
annual courses of lectures sharing with the Library the avail- 
able resources of the Institute derived from the fairs, the 
membership fees and the rentals of its large hall. 

As the time advanced the great expositions of the products 
of the world superseded the Institute's exhibitions and the 
construction of other large halls in more favored sections of 
the city greatly reduced the revenues of the Institute Mean- 
while Schools in Chemistry, Music and Bookkeeping were 
established by other agencies. This impelled the managers 
of the Institute to concentrate their energies upon the Schools 
of Art and Design, which grew to such proportions as to 
occupy the whole of the great hall 

So the original characteristic feature of the Library — 
works upon scientific and mechanical subjects — ^became 
more important than the circulation of miscellaneous books 
among the members. For this reason the general feature of 
the Library has been discontinued and its resources were 
devoted to the acquisition of works suited especially to the 
. needs of the Schools of Art and Design. 

On February 7, 1904, the Library of the Maryland Institute 
was burned with the building, in the great fire. In the new 
building, on Mount Royal Avenue, a beginning of a collec- 
tion of art works has been made. Thomas B. Everist is 
Librarian and the Library is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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LIBRARY OF THE MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL FACULTY 

OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND 

MARCIA C. NOYES, LIBRARIAN 
[Reprinted from the BttUetin of the Faculty for May, 1009, vol. 1, no. ii, p. 106.] 

The first appropriation for books for a Library was made 
on June 7, 1830, by motion of the President of the Faculty, 
Dr. Samuel Baker. This appropriation of $500 must have 
been very judiciously expended, as a catalogue published, 
in 1835, in the possession of the Library of the Surgeon-Gen- 
eraFs OflSce shows a very creditable collection. It is possible 
that a nucleus for a library had been collected prior to 1830. 

From 1848 mention is made from time to time of the 
Library Board, and the "Rules for the Government of the- 
Library" were printed on a book plate which may be found 
in the older books. These rules were formulated to suit the 
geographical distribution of the members: members from the 
Eastern Shore were allowed to keep books taken out in 
December until the following March, members residing within 
fifty miles of Baltimore might retain a book twice as long, 
and those residing beyond fifty miles triple the time of city 
members. 

A second catalogue of the books in the Library was printed 
in the Transactions of the Faculty in 1852, and $325 was 
appropriated for the use of the Library that year. This and 
the following year marked the greatest height of prosperity 
reached by the Library in its early history. 

In 1854 the Library Board was ordered to discontinue sub- 
scriptions to journals and make no purchases without the 
permission of the Faculty. The books were boxed up and 
stored in 1857, but were again accessible when the Faculty 
moved into a building of its own on Calvert Street, inl858. 
At this time the Library was open but one afternoon a week. 
Just how early in its history a Librarian was appointed is 
not recorded, but in 1848 the Library By-Laws state that 
the Librarian shall attend in the Library two hours on three 
afternoons of the week. 

In 1860 and 1861 the Executive Committee of the Faculty 
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held a meeting in place of the whole Society, as things were 
at a very low ebb. From that time until 1870 there were 
no records published and the Faculty seems to have remained 
dormant, except to frustrate an attempt to found a new State 
Society in 1867. Just what disposition was made of the 
Library in the interval is not known, as the Courtland Street 
property was not purchased until 1869. This move did not 
help matters. The money in hand having been paid over 
to the Treasurer, no books were added by purchase and only 
a very few by gift. From a standpoint of utility the Library 
was dead for years and the Library Committee was urged in 
1875 to devise some plan by which it might be resuscitated. 
They reported that the antiquity of the books, unfitness of 
the library room, and lack of funds made such a feat impos- 
sible, and recommended removal to suitable quarters, the 
establishment of a Library Fund by special tax on members, 
and the services of a Librarian. About this time the direc- 
tors contemplated giving or selling to the Library of the 
Surgeon-General's Office such books as they might desire. 
Happily, this suggestion was finally vetoed and it was deter- 
mined to maintain the Library and move to more suitable 
quarters. The removal was accomplished in 1876 and the 
rooms rented on Fayette Street were found a decided im- 
provement. A physician was appointed Librarian and 
the rooms were open daily from 11 a.m. until 11 p.m. As 
the Librarian was only required to attend for three hours on 
alternate afternoons, the key of the Library was bung where 
members could have access to it, and might in this way 
consult the books and journals when it suited their con- 
venience. 

This move stimulated interest for a short time, but still the 
growth of the Library was cramped from insufficient funds, 
and in 1882 the Nurses Directory was instituted by the 
Faculty in the hope of increasing the revenue. This never 
received the patronage that it has met with elsewhere and 
was discontinued in 1897. 

Few books were purchased at this time, most of the acces- 
sions noted were by subscriptions to journal and by gift; the 
one notable exception being the set of New Sydenham 
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Society Publications. An appeal was made to the Peabody 
and Enoch Pratt Free Library to purchase new medical 
works for their collections. 

Again, in 1882, the question of exchanging old books for 
new with the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office was 
agitated and some exchanges were effected. Once more 
it was deemed necessary to move; the Executive Committee 
began its search for a more suitable housing for the Library 
and rooms were obtained in 1886 at the Athenaeum Building, 
comer of Saint Paul and Saratoga Streets. 

These room^ seemed admirably suited, as they were 
formerly occupied by the Mercantile Library Association and 
contained covered cases for the accommodation of over 
40,000 volumes. The Library was catalogued and put in 
excellent working shape. From this time on its growth has 
been steady and its future assured. Still the Librarian was 
not in constant attendance, as keys were furnished members, 
on payment of $1, by which they might admit themselves 
at any time to the Library rooms. 

An assistant Librarian was employed in 1890, thus extend- 
ing the hours of attendance in the Library from 4 to 7 daily. 

Then followed another period of financial depression and 
dissatisfaction with the library rooms. But the need for 
a good medical library, centrally located, had been demon- 
strated and the Library Committee had faith that these 
things might be accomplished. Their faith was rewarded by 
the purchase of the property at 847 North Eutaw Street, in 
April of 1895, and the building was fitted up to meet the 
requirements, as then known, of not only the Library but 
also of the Faculty. This building formally opened on 
January 11, 1896. A woman was now employed as Librarian 
for the first time, as previously only physicians had held the 
office. The Library was open from 10 a.m. till 8 p.m. There 
were 7500 bound volumes on the shelves and 100 journals were 
regularly received. This collection of knowledge in such a 
comfortable housing met with appreciation from the entire 
profession and, each succeeding year has shown a marked 
increase in the accessions to the Library and in the use made 
of it bv the members. 
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The Charles Frick collection of the Medical and Chirurgical 
Faculty Library was founded in 1896 by Messrs. William F. 
and Frank Frick in memory of their brother, Dr. Charles 
Frick. 

Mr. William F. Frick furnished the reading room of the 
Faculty Library, known as the Charles Frick room, and both 
he and his brother have contributed a definite amount each 
year for the purchase of books on general medicine. Since 
the death of Mr. William F. Frick his contribution has been 
continued by his children. 

It would be difficult to estimate the value of this collection 
of books to the profession, representing as it does the most 
recent medical publications in English, French and German. 
Particular care has been taken to purchase the latest and 
best books upon urinary diseases, a subject in which Dr. 
Charles Frick was greatly interested; and special attention has 
been given to collecting biographies of celebrated physicians 
and books of a general nature written by or about them. 
Every department of medicine is represented by carefully 
selected works, and files of important journals, transactions 
and reports have been purchased from this fund. 

The Book and Journal Club was also started in 1896, by 
which from $500 to $600 is raised for the Library annually. 
About $400 of this fund is expended for foreign journals and 
the balance purchases new books on surgery, etc. As the 
appropriation for the Library from the Faculty funds does 
not allow anything for books, only for binding and subscrip- 
tion to a part of the journals, great dependence is placed on 
these two sources and the Baker Fund. This latter was 
established by Miss Eloise Baker, in memory of her father, 
Dr. Samuel Baker, upon whose motion in 1830 the Library 
was founded. Dr. Baker was professor of Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics, and books on these subjects only may be 
purchased from the fund. 

A trained Librarian was employed in November of 1896, 
and the hours were lengthened from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m., 
the janitor being in attendance after 6 p.m. A complete 
revision of the classification became necessary and, owing 
to the many movings and consequent loss of books, the card 
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catalogue was found obsolete and a new and enlarged cata- 
logue was begun. 

In 1899, the Faculty celebrated its centennial, and many 
valuable gifts of books and portraits were made to the 
Library by friends in commemoration of this event. The 
first contribution towards an endowment fund was made by 
Dr. William Osier, who gave the Faculty $1000 at this time. 
Dr. Osier also financed the publication of the Medical Annals 
of Maryland, which Dr. E. F. Cordell compiled in commemor- 
ation of the Faculty Centennial. 

This Library having been one of the Charter Members of 
the Association of Medical Librarians, the Librarian became 
Manager of the Bureau of Exchange of the Association in 
December, 1900. From this date an assistant has been 
regularly employed, and much of the time the services of a 
second assistant or cataloguer have been found necessary, 
as the growth of the Library has been so rapid. 

The Exchange of the Medical Library Association was 
removed to Brooklyn, N. Y., in July of 1904, the room 
occupied by the Exchange material being required because 
of the rapid growth of the Library. From 1896 to 1905 an 
increase in the books is shown equal to that of the entire 
seventy years of its previous history. 

The clerical work for the officers of the State Society has 
been done at the Library since the reorganization of the . 
Faculty in 1904, and the card catalogue has been kept up 
to date. 

About this time it became apparent to all those interested 
in the Faculty that enlarged facilities and a fireproof build- 
ing were imperative. The year 1909 will be a memorable one, 
as it marks the fruition of this desire. The lot on Cathedral 
Street was purchased in March, 1908, and ground broken for 
the new building in August. The up-to-date stack room 
has a capacity of four times the present volumes of the 
Library, and the large basements provide ample space for 
unpacking, sorting and storage of duplicates, etc. The size 
of the Library is best shown by the Librarian's Report of 
December 31, 1908: "Bound volumes, 17,533; unbound 
monographs and reprints, 10,869; current journals on file, 176. " 
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The removal to 1211 Cathedral Street was effected with- 
out serious detriment to the office work, but it was necessary 
to withdraw the use of the Library for six weeks. The only 
permanent enlargement to the force of employees, necessi- 
tated by the move, has been that of a cataloguer. New 
Library "Rules" have been adopted and a readjustment of 
the working hours of the employees has been made. 

The new building was dedicated on May 13, 1909 with an 
oration by Dr. William Osier. 

NEW MERCANTILE LIBRARY 
JOHN M. GLENN. 

The Mercantile Library was organized November 14, 1839, 
to provide opportunities for reading and study to clerks in 
mercantile houses. The Library was located at first at the 
corner of Baltimore and Holiday Streets. In its first annual 
report issued in November, 1840, its then President, J. 
Morrison Harris, stated that, at its inauguration it was 
hoped that by the end of the first year it would have 80 
members and an income of $400 a year, and be able to pro- 
vide 800 books for the use of subscribers. The success of the 
movement. is shown by the fact that in November, 1840, the 
Library had 140 honorary members, 145 active members, 
an income of $1430 and 1400 volumes on its shelves. It also 
subscribed to 25 periodicals. Its circulation was 2314 
volumes during the year. From the Treasurer's report it 
appears that the Librarian's salary was $168. The income 
was derived chiefly from the subscriptions of the members. 
Honorary members paid $5 a year, except a few who were 
elected by the directors in recognition of services rendered. 
Active members paid $2 initiation fee and $3 annually. Only 
clerks by profession were eligible for active membership. 
When an active member engaged in business on his own 
account, he might become an honorary member on pa3'^ment 
of $3 annually in advance. During the early years of the 
Library, the rooms were open from 3 o'clock until 10 o'clock 
at night. In 1851 they were opened from 10 o'clock in the 

106 



morning until 10 o'clock at night. During the hours from 
10 to 2, the rooms were reserved for the use of ladies. The 
library was closed on Sundays and legal holidays. 

The views of the organizers of the Library were very large. 
In the first annual report above quoted, the President 
says: 

Directors of the Association, sensible that while the colleges of the land 
afford to the professional man all the requisites for the attainment of 
the knowledge he seeks, none of them offer to the derky in a condensed 
and tangible form, that information which is requisite to make him an 
accomplished merchant; determined that this institution should supply 
this want and by the establishment of regular classes in languages, 
lectures on commercial law, moral and political economy, exchanges, 
etc., they have laid the foundation on which, in a few years will be 
erected the first great Merchant's College in the coimtry. 

As a beginning of this ambitious scheme the Directors 
provided courses of lectures. The first lecture was given 
in December, 1840, by Hon. John Quincy Adams. Among 
other distinguished lecturers were Caleb Gushing, Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Rufus Choate, George Bancroft, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Richard H. Dana, Jr., and N. P. Willis. 
The other lectures were given by local men of prominence. 
The subjects of the lectures were varied and without any 
regular sequence. They seem to have been entirely of a 
popular character, and the attendance was not confined to 
members of the Library. For several years this plan was a 
great success and a source of revenue, but at the end of 1844, 
the lectures lost their popularity and were reluctantly given 
up. Another effort in the direction of education was the 
establishment of classes in languages, but they seem never 
to have been very successful. 

In January 1842, the Library was incorporated by an act 
of the Legislature, under the title the Mercantile Library 
Association of Baltimore. In the same j^ear the first cata- 
logue was issued, and the Library moved to larger quarters. 
In 1845 another catalogue was issued. An amendment to 
the constitution was adopted permitting active members to 
continue the privileges of active membership for five years, 
after they had engaged in business on their own account. 
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This amendment seems to have been dictated by the lively 
interest taken in the annual election for officers. For a 
long period there was a lively contest each year, over the 
offices, which drew out nearly the entire active membership. 
Active canvassing took place, there was always an accession 
of new members, just before an election, and feeling ran 
high. The occasion was considered important enough to 
warrant the suspension of the usual functions of the Library 
on election day, the polls being kept open during the whole 
Library day. 

The growth of the Library is shown by the fact that in 
1850 its active membership numbered 509, its honorary 
membership 263, and its income was $5600. During this 
period the salary of the Librarian was twice increased, first to 
$200 and then to $300. In 1847 an Assistant Librarian was 
appointed. In 1848 the Library was moved to the Athenaeum 
Building, comer Saint Paul and Saratoga Streets. This 
building was erected for the purpose of housing the Library 
and some other kindred associations. 

There seems to be nothing more than is especially note- 
worthy in the history of the Library until 1880. At that 
time the use of the Library was decreasing and the falling 
off was attributed to its inconvenient location. A public 
spirited citizen, John W. McCoy, the president of the Associa- 
tion, came forward with the proposal that the Library should 
be removed to attractive and roomy quarters in the new 
building on the corner of Charles and Saratoga Streets, 
and guaranteed to pay the rent at the rate of $2,500 a year 
for five years. The proposition was accepted and the Library 
moved, as suggested. Unfortunately, it was found at the 
end of that period that the Library was not self supporting. 
Mr. McCoy also made an offer to advance $10,000 if a fund 
were raised by others of sufficient amount to produce when 
invested an income of $3,000. This generous offer seems to 
have met with no response. Mr. McCoy thought it unwise 
to continue his liberal support, so in 1885 the Library was 
closed and the books, which then numbered some 30,000 
to 35,000 volumes, were offered for sale. 

This result seemed so deplorable to President Daniel C. 
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Oilman of the Johns Hopkins University that he determined 
to make every effort to save the books and reopen the Library. 
He easily persuaded Mr. McCoy and eight other prominent 
citizens to join with him in a subscription of $1,000 each for 
the purchase of the books and property of the Mercantile 
Library. The ten subscribers united in a joint stock com- 
pany with a capital of $10,000 in which each $1,000 had one 
vote. They immediately purchased the property of the 
Library. Its pamphlets were presented by them to the 
Maryland Historical Society. The next step was to try to 
raise a fund of $100,000 for the endowment of a new library. 
Three members of the Garrett family subscribed $10,000 
each, provided the whole $100,000 should be raised, $15,000 
more were secured but after earnest efforts and a number of 
meetings, this project failed. In the call for subscriptions, 
the object of the subscribers is stated to be 

to provide for the maintenance of a social or subscribers' library, where 
new books and periodicals may be promptly seen, consulted and bor- 
rowed, and where lovers of good literature may meet one another. 

After the failure to raise an endowment fund, it was at 
first decided to offer the books for sale ; but on second thought, 
the purchasers of the books concluded that it would be 
worth while to open the Library in smaller quarters than 
the old Library had used, and on a lower basis of expenditure. 
It was thought that it might be maintained by annual dues. 
Accordingly, in December 1887, the New Mercantile Library 
Association of Baltimore City, was incorporated with a 
capital of $25,000, of which $10,000 represented the books. 
This Association was to be managed by eleven directors. 
Its first President was William H. Baldwin, Jr., its Secretary, 
Daniel C. Oilman, its Treasurer, Alexander Brown. Pro- 
vision was made for the election, by the directors, of a board 
of fourteen managers, to whom was committed entire charge 
of the conduct of the Library, subject to the general appro- 
bation of the directors. The first President of this Board 
was Blanchard Randall, the Secretary, Lawrason Riggs, 
the Treasurer, Alexander Brown. The new Library was 
opened in January, 1888. In the first eleven months, there 
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were 1303 subscribers; 2,500 new books were added and the 
circulation reached 56,304 volumes. The Treasurer's report 
showed a balance of $869.70 after paying all expenses, 
except $1,000 appropriated by the Board of Directors, for 
books. At the beginning of 1888 two Librarians were ap- 
pointed, who are still in office. In 1889 the Library was recat- 
ologued. The object of this new Library has been to supply 
its' readers with the best current literature and periodicals. 
The annual subscription is $5 a year, which entitles the 
subscriber to two books at a time, as well as the use of the 
room. Tickets including four members gf a family are 
issued for $12. On these tickets eight books are issued at 
a time. Extra numbers of periodicals are circulated at five 
cents a piece. The shelves are open to all subscribers. 

The Library is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. except during the 
months of July, August and September, when it closes at 
5 p. m and on Saturday at 1 p.m. 

It is interesting to note that twice in the history of the 
Library, once in 1873, and again in 1889 has the experiment 
of Sunday opening been tried, and failed. At both times 
the attendance was so small that the experiment was dis- 
continued. This result seems natural, under local conditions, 
for a Ubrary supported by subscription. The subscribers 
come from a class which does not feel the need of the library 
on Sundays. Another interesting incident is, that the late 
Enoch Pratt intended at one time to provide a building for 
the Mercantile Library, but as he thought the matter over 
and made further investigation, he concluded that he could do 
a greater public benefit by endowing a free public library, 
which now bears his name. The Mercantile Library was 
the first designated depository for public documents imder the 
present system. It was designated under an act of Congress 
in 1857, at the instance of Hon. Henry Winter Davis. 

Under resolution of Board of Directors, stockholders have 
been given the privilege of free membership — a single share, 
par value $250, entitling the owner to a " single " ticket and 
more than one share entitling to a "family" ticket. 

This is not a right inherent in the stock, but merely a 
privilege granted by the Board. 
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There are now 1280 subscribers and the present officers 
are as follows: 

Of the Library: President, Mendes Cohen, Treasurer, F. M. 
Colston, Secretary, Waldo Newcomer. 

Of the Board of Managers: President, Lawrason Riggs; 
Vice-President, Alan MacSherry; Treasurer, Waldo New- 
comer; Secretary, Randolph Barton, Jr. 

PEABODY INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

PHILIP R. UHLER, LL.D., PROVOST AND LIBRARIAN. 

The Peabody Institute of the City of Baltimore was 
founded and endowed in the year 1857 by George Peabody. 
In the following year he added other gifts so that by the end 
of 1866 the total endowment amounted to about $1,250,000. 
This fund was confided to twenty-five of his personal friends, 
prominent men of Baltimore, who were requested to act as 
Trustees to carry out the plans communicated to them in a 
letter of instructions dated February 12, 1857. 

The history of the Library naturally falls into three periods. 
The first, from 1860 to the end of 1867 under the direction of 
Rev. John G. Morris, D.D., was during a difficult time for 
the buying of books because of the disturbance of commercial 
values occasioned by the Civil War. Following this, came 
the administration of Nathaniel H. Morison, LL.D., from 
1867 to 1890 when greater freedom was experienced in the 
purchase of books in the world's markets due to the lowering 
of the rates of exchange. The third period of development 
began in 1890, after the death of Mr. Morison, by P. R. Uhler, 
who was then appointed Provost and Librarian, and whose 
incumbency has continued until the present time. 

Mr. Peabody recognizing the need of a great collection of 
books for scholars, placed the Library first in his scheme of 
foundation, and desired that it should not be organized after 
the usual plan of the public library, nor of the circulating 
library, but it should be a treasury of learning contained in 
books ''not ordinarily obtainable in the private libraries of 
the countrv. " 
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In full view of the responsibilities of such an undertaking, 
the Rev. John G. Morris, D.D., accepted the position of 
chief executive officer, with the title of Librarian, in the 
month of July, 1860. He immediately began the prepara- 
tion of a catalogue of about 50,000 books to be purchased for 
the foundation of such a library. Among these were many 
costly and important works in nearly every branch of human 
knowledge. 

In the meantime, a large building was being constructed on 
the comer of Mount Vernon Place and Charles Street which 
was ready for the accommodation of the Library by the 
summer of 186 L Shortly after this, the books ordered from 
agents began to arrive, were recorded in suitable ledgers, and 
the titles written on cards arranged in alphabetical order 
for the use of the public. One of the most important under- 
takings at this time was the bringing together of an exten- 
sive collection of bibliographical works for use in securing 
the titles of books to be purchased. 

In pursuance of the intention to make a collection of books 
immediately available to the inquirer after information, 
nimibers of encyclopaedias, gazetteers, dictionaries of lan- 
guages, biographical collections, dictionaries of painting, 
sculpture and the fine arts generally, together with the great 
historical dictionaries, and others relating to religion, philoso- 
phy, music, the drama, and literatures in all languages were 
brought together. Following these, attention was directed 
to the great sources of history to be found in such works as 
Camden's Britannia, Grafton, Holinshed and Stowe's Chron- 
icles and the published materials from the archives of all the 
principal divisions of Great Britain. In addition to these, 
many histories of the cities, towns, boroughs and parishes 
were also brought together and greatly enlarged the collec- 
tion. The literature of Great Britain was represented by the 
works of all the principal authors of England, Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales from the time of Chaucer to the period of 
Queen Victoria. The publications of the great learned socie- 
ties were then included and the most representative scientific 
works were next brought together. Great works on the 
rchitectural and ecclesiastical history of the cathedrals, 
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churches and monasteries of England and Scotland also 
found a place in the collection and the best literature of 
France, Germany, Greece and Rome was included. Works 
of the Fathers of the English church, the German and Eng- 
lish Reformation and many of the more prominent histories 
of the various sects and denominations formed another part 
of the assemblage. Supplementing the above and giving 
completeness to geographical studies, came a series of the 
voyages and travels in all parts of the world, and maps and 
atlases to aid in such researches. This undertaking, con- 
ducted through a period of about seven years laid an excellent 
foundation for the promotion of learning in prominent 
branches of knowledge, which proved to be well fitted for 
the intended purposes. 

The organization and classification of this large collection 
of books demanded close thought and attention. It was 
arranged in seven great divisions, such as, Literature, Arts 
and Technology, Philosophy, Social Economics, Science, 
History, and Religions. The divisions of Law and Medicine 
were purposely omitted from the collection. This classifica- 
tion remains to the present time as it was accepted by the 
Board of Trustees, and was from time to time expanded by Mr. 
P. R. Uhler, who was the assistant of Rev. John G. Morris. 

A catalogue of authors and subjects written on cards, 
placed alphabetically in drawers for the use of the public, 
was also prepared, but no catalogue was printed during this 
period. 

Within these seven years, persons of scholarly attain- 
ments and earnest inquirers of this city used the Library 
quite extensively. Their numbers grew rapidly as time 
passed so that during the year 1867, 1,258 persons had used 
2,619 books. By the end of the administration of Dr. 
Morris in 1867 the Library consisted of about 22,000 volumes, 
which cost $54,000. 

As three of the departments of the Peabody Institute were 
ready by the autumn of 1866, the Trustees arranged for the 
formal dedication of the Institute, including the Library, 
on the twenty-fifth of October of that year in the presence 
of the founder, Mr. George Peabody. 
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About the middle of September, 1867, Rev. John G. Morris, 
after seven years of arduous application, resigned his posi- 
tion as Librarian and left the service of the Institute. 

Shortly thereafter Nathaniel H. Morison, LL.D., accepted 
the oiKce of Provost of the Peabody Institute, and imme- 
diately proceeded to devise plans for the establishement of 
all the departments proposed by Mr. Peabody. The Library, 
system of lectures, department of music, and awarding of 
premiums had already been established, but there was much 
to do in enlarging the scope of the first three divisions. The 
Provost's attention was immediately given to the increasing 
of the Library and extending the facilities for the benefit of 
readers and students. The lists of books, which had been 
sent to foreign agents, were revised and certain titles were 
substituted for some of those previously ordered. 

The nearly one quarter of a century which passed between 
the autumn of 1867 and the corresponding season of 1890 
was well filled with events of importance in the progress of 
development of the Library. 

The great event of securing a separate building to contain 
a library of 500,000 volumes was realized in 1879. The col- 
lections of books had by this time accumulated to the extent 
of 40,000 volumes, and shortly thereafter they were trans- 
ferred to the new structure. The ample apartments thus 
provided greatly facilitated access to the books and their 
quick delivery to applicants for their use. At the front of 
the building was located a large reading room capable of 
seating 100 readers, and around the walls of this room were 
placed open book-cases holding about 2,000 volumes of 
encyclopaedias, dictionaries of languages and reference books 
of many kinds. Special book-cases, lined with flannel, were 
provided for the preservation of large and costly books, 
especially in the departments of architecture, fine arts, 
archaeology and natural sciences. In the rear of the hall 
were rooms for the accommodation of books on bibliography, 
and for cases of drawers to hold the rapidly growing catalogue 
of written cards. A large collection of maps and pamphlets 
also had a place readily accessible. A separate room was pro- 
vided for the patent specifications of the several countries. 
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The early part of Dr. Morison's administration was devoted 
to the filling out of the series of Greek and Latin Classics, the 
extension of the body of French and English historical litera- 
ture, and the increasing of the collections of memoirs of the 
learned societies of the different countries of Europe. In 
theology, the libraries of the Greek and Latin Fathers, 
especially those edited by the Abb4 Migne, and which included 
about four hundred volumes, constituted an important 
addition to the Library. The great original codexes of 
the Bible, which were reproduced in facsimile, and various 
editions of the later translations, from the Vulgate of 1494 
to the English version of King James in 1611, were also 
secured. Special attention was directed to the collection of 
choice works, which were represented by single copies in 
the British Museum, Bodleian, Vatican, the National of 
Paris, and other great libraries, of which a few facsimiles 
had been printed for subscribers. The publications of the 
printing clubs, which formed a marked feature of English 
and Scotch intellectual activity, such as the Roxburgh, 
Bannatyne and Maitland Clubs, the Chaucer, Spenser, 
Caxton, English Dialect and Early English Text Societies, 
the Fuller Worthies Library and Grosart's Reprints were 
also obtained. 

Following these, the Chronicles and Memorials printed by 
the Public Record Office of Great Britain, published at the 
expense of that Government, and including letters and 
papers of Henry VIII, Elizabeth, James, Charles I, Crom- 
well, Charles II, Queen Anne, etc., were also brought into the 
assemblage of historical works. Viewed broadly at the 
end of 1890 the Library contained about 100,000 volumes, 
which formed a collection comprising almost every branch 
of learning. The books were all classified according to the 
system adopted under the administration of Rev. John G. 
Morris, with such extensions as were called for by the treat- 
ment of the new subjects. 

The business of the Library had steadily increased so that 
a larger staff was required to conduct the work and especially 
in the cataloguing department. The force was necessarily 
arranged in two divisions; the one for service at the delivery 
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desk and the other for clerical duties. The use of the Library 
had increased, so that during the fiscal year 1890-1891 the 
number of readers had reached a total of 12,618 and they had 
used 43,289 books. 

The third stage in the development and increase of the 
Library began after the death of the Provost, Nathaniel H. 
Morison, LL.D. when his successor Philip R. Uhler, LL.D., 
the Librarian, was appointed as Provost and Librarian of the 
Peabody Institute. The increase and improvement of the 
collection of books formed an ever present intention in the 
minds of the Trustees and Provost, and every favorable 
opportunity was taken to secure works of the highest repu- 
tation. By this time the Institute had become well estab- 
lished and it was evident that it was serving Mr. Peabody's 
intention in cultivating the scholarly and professional public. 
They, rather than the working people, found the most suitable 
conditions for conducting their studies and gaining the 
knowledge which was not previously available in this commun- 
ity. The forward and upward pressure of mental effort at the 
present time calls for the latest and best that human intelli- 
gence has produced in printed literature. Accordingly the 
attention of the Librarian has to be continually towards the 
sources of the latest information. This has to be sought for 
mainly in the publications of learned societies, publishing 
associations, and the fresh material evolved from researches 
of learned men. This Library has proceeded, as far as its 
limited income would allow, in collecting all that is best in 
most departments of learning. The efforts of the present 
Provost have been most successful in securing the monu- 
mental histories of all the forty counties of England, together 
with some thousands of the more local histories, especially 
those of parishes and more recently the set of Victoria his- 
tories as far as they have been issued. Nearly every impor- 
tant book relating to London has been obtained constituting 
a collection of about 3,000 volumes. Numerous works 
relating to Scotch, Welsh and Irish history as well as those 
of Holland and her colonies, and the early voyages connected 
therewith; voyages and travels in various parts of the world 
and the latest and fullest accounts of India, Tibet, Turkestan, 
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Babylonia, Egypt, and the Philippine Islands have also been 
added, and a comprehensive collection of works on the history, 
literature and minstrelsy of Spain have helped to fill out 
departments, which were previously but insufficiently repre- 
sented. Another interesting collection lately introduced 
into the Library has been that of Dr. Scato de Vries, Librarian 
of the University of Leyden. It consists of accurate fac- 
similes of Codices Grseci et Latini photographice depicti from 
the libraries of Rome, Venice, Leyden, and other places, and 
includes Homer, Aristophanes, Plato, Horatius Flaccus, 
Ovidius Naso, Plautus, Tacitus, Servius, Terentius, etc. 

Attention should also be directed to important bequests 
which have been made to the Peabody Library. The first 
of these was the Library of the Hon. John P. Kennedy, who 
died August 18, 1870. It consisted of 4,619 volumes, mostly 
of historical interest and 453 pamphlets. The next was that 
of Mr. Charles J. M. Eaton, President of the Board of Trustees. 
He died January 13, 1893 and the greater part of his extensive 
library was selected by a committee of the Board of Trustees, 
to the number of 2,109 books, 376 pamphlets and 12 maps. 
Most of the volumes were valuable additions to the depart- 
ments of French Literature, Archaeology, Architecture and 
the Fine Arts generally. The third large bequest was that 
of the entire library of Mr. Reverdy Johnson, Jr. It con- 
sisted of 1,106 volumes, chiefly in the division of English 
literature, and some others on Palestine, Egypt and the 
East, besides 7 pamphlets and 7 maps, and the sum of 
$10,000 for the purchasing of books. 

Since the beginning of the Library numerous gifts of 
valuable books have been received among which may be 
mentioned: The Prayer Book of the Church of England, 
known as the Prayer Book of King Edward VII, presented 
by Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. The Faith of Our Fathers in 
raised type for the blind, from Mr. Michael Jenkins. Geogra- 
phiae universae tum veteris Claudius Ptolemaeus from Dr. 
Daniel C. Oilman. Numerous volumes of Italian classical 
literature from M. John J. Donaldson. Brunetiere's His- 
toire et litterature in 18 volumes from Mr. Julian LeRoy 
White; Carnegie Institution Fund Publications in many 
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volumes and largest of all the long series of publications of 
the Master of Rolls presented by the British Government. 

Many of the great scholars of this country now recognize 
the importance of the Library in connection with their studies 
and they readily avail themselves of its opportunities. The 
readers as now recorded have increased more than 100 per 
cent within the last eighteen years; the number who used 
the Library in 1908, reached a total of 21,523 and they 
employed 90,762 books in their researches. 

The printed catalogue of this Libary is now recognized as 
a model of its kind. It is published in thirteen volumes 
arranged in two separate works, five and eight volumes 
respectively, in alphabetical order like a dictionary and it 
embraces 10,437 pages. 

The Library now contains over 168,000 volumes, the cost 
of which has now. reached the sum of nearly $500,000. 

WOODSTOCK, BALTIMORE COUNTY. 

WOODSTOCK COLLEGE LIBRARY. 

The college was opened in 1869, and the library was recog- 
nized as a constituent part of the college from the beginning. 
Several years prior to the opening, the Rev. Angelo M. 
Paresce kept agents in the principal literary centers of 
Europe engaged in the collection of suitable books. In this 
manner the nucleus of the present Library was secured. 

In order to estimate the Library at its true volue, it must 
be kept in mind that the college is wholly devoted to the 
stud}'' of theology and scholastic philosophy. The col- 
lection of books is therefore mainly calculated to supply the 
needs of these branches, though it is able to meet the more 
common demands in other lines of study also, especially of 
history, and Latin, Greek, and English literature. 

I Theology as taught in this institution comprises biblical 
studies, patristic studies, dogmatic theology, moral theology, 
ecclesiastical history, canon law, homiletics, liturgy, and 
ascetic theology. In all these branches the Library is toler- 
ably well furnished, possessing not merely the writers of the 
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early church and of the middle ages, but also what may be 
called the current literature on these topics. Since only those 
who are conversant with these different departments of 
theology can form a fair estimate of the amount of books 
implied in the foregoing statement, it may be well to add 
a brief explanation of each heading. 

1. The department of Sacred Scripture embraces the 
literature of the bibhcal languages, general and special intro- 
ductory treatises to the Old and the New Testament, the 
various editions of the sacred text, its principal translations, 
both ancient and modem, an endless series of commentaries 
old and new, Catholic and Protestant, and the literature of 
the various auxiliary sciences. 

2. The patristic department contains not merely critical 
monographs on the many questions connected with the works 
of the Fathers, but also the text of these works in its original 
form and its best translations. Here belong, e. g., the full 
patrology of Migne, the text of the Latin writers as edited 
in Vienna, the text of the Greek writers according to the 
BerUn edition, and the text of the Syriac writers as issued 
from a Parisian press. These last three series are not yet 
complete, but they are added to the Ubrary as soon as the 
several volumes appear. 

3. The dogmatic department begins with the writings of 
cal works of St. Bonaventure, Bl. Albertus Magnus, and St. 
after the time of St. Bernard. They lead us up to the classi- 
the theologians who lived after the age of the Fathers, or 
Thomas. These are followed by the numerous commenta- 
tors on St. Thomas, by the writings of the so-called Thomistic, 
Molinistic, and Augustinian schools, and the theological 
literature grouped around the subtle Scotus. The works 
representing these various branches extend from the end of 
the middle ages down into our own days. The dogmatic 
department considers as its own also the vast catechetical 
literature, and besides, all apologetic, polemic, and contro- 
versial books. 

4. Moral theology begins with the earliest works in which 
it began to be treated as a special science, leads up to the 
works of St. Alphonsus, and then represents the various 
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schools of moralists, the rigorists, the probabilists, and the 
anti-probabilists. Besides the general treatises covering the 
whole field of the science the library contains too a great 
number of special treatises. 

5. The department of ecclesiastical history contains not 
only the general works on this subject, such as the Acta 
Sanctorum, the works of Baronius, etc., but also a choice 
collection of histories of special men or times. It need not 
be added that the history of the Society of Jesus is particu- 
larly well represented. 

6. In the department of canon law may be found the 
"corpus iuris" with its innumerable ponderous commenta- 
tors, the Bullaria, the collections of Councils, and the whole 
apparatus needed in the practice of canon law. 

7. Homiletics calls not only for works on sacred eloquence 
and its theory, but also for a great number and variety of 
models for imitation. The Library therefore contains all 
that our best English, Latin, French, Spanish, German, and 
Italian pulpit orators have written. 

8. In the department of liturgy the library contains not 
only general treatises on the Latin and the Oriental rites, 
but also the various liturgical treatises, ancient and modern, 
that serve as practical guides in the ecclestiastical ceremonies. 

9. Ascetic theology comprises theoretic treatises on the 
principles of asceticism, special works on particular aspects 
of the spiritual life, lives of the Saints, and especially com- 
mentaries on the so-called Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
as well as on the Constitutions of the Society of Jesus. 

II. The department of scholastic philosophy comprises 
logic, general and special metaphysics, ethics, mathematics, 
physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, * and physiology. 
The literature belonging to these various branches needs no 
detailed explanation. 

This theological library numbers now nearly 50,000 volumes 
the bulk of the books is stored in a hall, 75 by 41 feet, and 25 
feet in height. Naturally, there are some rare and curious 
works in the collection, e.g., the rare Speculum Historiale, the 
four great polyglots, several of the earliest printed editions of 
the Bible, several rare editions of the scholastic writers, an 
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illuminated breviary said to be of the thirteenth century, a 
synagogue roll said to come from Yemen, etc. The latest 
accession of this nature was presented to the library by a 
family of New York City; it is a gospel of St. John illuminated 
by a lady of the same family and valued by an expert at the 
price of at least $3000. There is a card catalogue of rather 
antiquated form; but it will hardly pay to change the present 
system until a Kbrary building has been donated that may 
fittingly house the valuable collection of books. 

MANCHESTER— CARROLL COUNTY. 

YOUNG men's library. 

In 1850, the young men of the town, through the instiga- 
tion of Dr. C. Showers, organized a library association 
with sixty or seventy members. A flourishing library was 
conducted by them until the beginning of the war when the 
young men were scattered. A meeting was held and it was 
agreed that the furniture be sold and the books then num- 
bering six or eight hundred were divided among the members 
who signed an agreement that should the association be re- 
organized the books should be returned. Dr. Theodora 
Showers was the last President. 

About 1870, Mr. Joseph DehoflF, principal of the Man- 
chester Grammar School, organized twenty-five or thirty 
boys of the school into an association with a membership 
fee of ten cents a month. Entertainments were given 
and $60 or $75 was raised. Books for a library were pur- 
chased. An upper room in the Manchester Academy was 
fitted up by the boys. Debates were held once a week and 
essays read. Lectures were given by outsiders to which a 
small fee of admission was charged. Two or three enter- 
tainments were given by the boys in the course of a year to 
raise money for new books. One member acted as librarian 
and another as janitor. A small sum was paid to the latter 
for his services. If any rules were violated, the case was 
tried by the association and the culprit fined. 

Finally the room had to be given up for the newspaper of 
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the town. The books were packed in boxes and stored away 
and are now scattered. 

RISING SUN, CECIL COUNTY. 

A Library had been opened some twenty or thirty years 
ago but fell into disuse and was in arrears for rent. About 
300 volumes belonging to this library are now in possession 
of Dr. A. F. Smith who seized them for the rent due him. 

About twenty years ago Mr. E. R. Buflington offered the 
town a room, rent free, for a public library, but the offer was 
rejected. 

FREDERICK CITY, FREDERICK COUNTY. 
ST. John's circulating library. 

This Library was established by Father William H. 
Walsh, one of the Jesuit Fathers. A carnival lasting three 
days brought in $1,600 which sum was used for the beginning 
of the library and the lower floor of St. John's School, con- 
taining three rooms, was fitted up for it. Miss M. Louisa 
Payne was appointed Librarian, who with the help of 
Miss Emily Pier, a graduate of the Albany Library School, 
classified the books according to the Dewey Decimal Classifi- 
cation and made a complete card catalogue. The Library 
was opened to the public February 13, 1899, with about 
3,500 volumes on the shelves and 120 yearly and 60 monthly 
subscribers. The membership dues were $1 a year or ten 
cents a month. The Library was patronized by Protes- 
tants as well as Catholics and continued in use until 
October 12, 1901, the number of volumes increasing to more 
than 7,000. After the departure of the Jesuit Fathers 
from Frederick, the interest in the Library waned and it 
was closed through lack of funds. 

The rooms have been dismantled and the books are now 
stored in the third floor of the school and are little used 
except by the priests. They contain some excellent works of 
reference, encyclopedias, biographical dictionaries, many fine' 
sets of standard authors and other good books. 
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HARFORD COUNTY. 

THE BEL AIR CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 

This Library was organized in 1885 by the members of a 
Shakespeare Club composed of young men and women. 
The by-laws of the Mercantile Library of Baltimore were 
adopted. In March of that year the Library was opened 
with 94 borrowers in a small rented room furnished by 
donations with about 200 volumes. Membership dues were 
$5 a year. The Library was open on Tuesday and Saturday 
afternoons with Miss MoUie Bateman as Librarian. Enter- 
tainments were given, the proceeds of which were spent for 
books. In 1889, Mr. Edwin Booth presented the Library 
with $500 as a nucleus for a building fund. This sum was 
placed in the bank and the interest used as payment for 
the rent of the room. The interest in the Library waned 
and as the number of members diminished a part of the 
principal was drawn on for rent. In 1906, the Library 
was closed. It then numbered 1,200 volumes which were 
sold. The Booth fund was put in a fire -bell and a drink- 
ing fountain, the latter costing $300. There is a balance 
of $40 which is reserved to keep the fountain in repair. 

FALLSTON LYCEUM LIBRARY. 

The lyceum was abandoned and the books sold to the 
school and they are now rarely used, even by the children of 
the school. The collection numbers 300 volumes. 

HAGERSTOWN— WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

The Washington County Free Library. 

by miss mary l. titcomb. 

The Washington County Free Library at Hagerstown, Md., 
as its name implies, is intended for the use of the entire 
county. It is supported partially by the income of a fund, 
the gift of the late Mr. B. F. Newcomer, of Baltimore, a na- 
tive of Washington County, and by an annual appropriation 
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from both county and city. The Central Library was the 
gift of Mr. Newcomer and the site was given by Mr. Edward 
W. Mealey of Hagerstown of the Board of Trustees. It has 
also been the recipient of a gift of $25,000 from Mr. Carnegie 
to be used for the extension of work in the county. It opened 
its doors to the public August 27, 1901, with 5,500 volumes 
on its shelves. At the end of the present year, 1909, it has 
20,000 volumes with a circulation of 107,590. It is operated 
by a Central Library which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m. with children's room, reading rooms, etc., and 73 
stations at as many points in the county. These stations 
consist of cases holding about 50 volumes which are placed 
at the general store, the post office or other public place, 
being subject to exchange every 60 or 90 days. Thirty of 
these stations are located off the line of either railroad, trolley 
or stage. To facilitate the transportation of these cases and 
also for the purpose of house to house delivery a book wagon 
plys up and down the county. Sixteen routes have been 
laid out and the wagon is on the road at least two days in the 
week when the weather permits. The Library is governed 
by a self perpetuating Board of Trustees incorporated in 
1898. The Librarian from the opening of the institution has 
been Miss Mary L. Titcomb. 

[The appropriation from Washington County in 1908 
amounted to $1,500 and that from Hagerstown to $1,000. 
Invested funds brought in an income of $2,500 in that year 
and the total disbursements were $8,753.64, of which sum 
$1,527.83 was the amount expended for salaries and $446.20 
for books. From a special fund $5,000 were received in 
addition, and of this sum the amount expended for salaries 
was $1,715.27 and for books $435.25.] 
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APPENDIX III 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES CIRCULATED AND 

TOWNS VISITED 

Allegany County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 15: Barton, 1 
Cresaptown, 1; Cumberland, 3; Eckhart Mines, 1; Flint Stone, 2; Frost- 
burg, 1; Lonaconing, 2; Midland, 1; Moscow Mills, 1; Rush, 1; and Vale 
Summit, 1. Towns also visit«d: Allegany, Barrelville, Borden Shaft, 
Carlos, Corrigansville, Dawson, EUerslie, Little Orleans, Lord, McCoole, 
Mid-Lothian, Morantown, Mount Savage, Ocean, Old Town, Pekin, 
Pinto, Rawlings, South Cumberland, Twiggtown, and Westernport. 
Towns reached by telephone, letter, etc.: Dicken, Gilpin, Kifer, Loar- 
town, Piney Grove, Pratt, and Spring Gap. 

Anne Arundel County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 3: West 
River, 3. 

Baltimore County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 7: Ashland, 1; 
Maryland Line, 1 ; Morrell Park, 2 ; Mount Washington, 2 ; Roland Park, 1 . 
Towns also visited: Govanstown, Reisterstown and Sparrows Point. 

Calvert County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 1: Barstow, 1. 

Caroline County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 7: Denton, 1; 
Federalsburg, 1; Henderson, 1; Hillsboro, 3; Marydel, 1. Towns also 
visited: American Corners, Andersontown, Bethlehem, Burrsville, 
Choptank, Concord, Fowling Creek, Goldsboro, Greensboro,Hickman, 
Hobbs, Hynson, Newton, Nichols, Oakland, Preston, Ridgely, Tuckahoe 
and Williston. 

Carroll County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 21: Finksburg, 
1; Frizelburg, 2; Gamber, 1; Harney, 1; Manchester, 1; Morgans, 1; 
New Windsor, 2; Silver Run, 1; Snydersburg, 2; Taylorsville, 1; Union 
Bridge, 1; Westminster, 6; and Woodbine, 1. Towns also visited 
Detour, Eldersburg, Freedom, Middleburg, Mount Airy, Piney Creek, 
Pleasant Valley, Sandyville, Sykesville, Tanejrtown, Union Mills, 
Uniontown, and Winfield. 

Cecil County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 29: Calvert, 2; 
Cecilton, 3 ; Cherry Hill, 1 ; Childs, 3 ; Colora, 1 ; Elk Mills, 2 ; North East, 4 ; 
Rising Sun, 5; Pleasant Hill, 3,* Rowlandville, 2; Sylmar, 2; and Zion, 1. 
Towns also visited: Bay View, Chesapeake City, Elkton, Leeds, Leslie, 
Pierson's Grove, Port Deposit, and West Nottingham. Towns also 
reached by letter, telephone, etc., Fredericktown and Liberty Grove, 
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Chables County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 3: Wayside, 3. 

Dorchester County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 1 : East New 
Market, 1. 

Frederick County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 20: Adams- 
town, 3; Brunswick, 1; Burkittsville, 1; Catoctin Furnace, 1; Emmits- 
burg, 2; Frederick, 1; Graceham, 1; Tjamsville, 1; Jefferson, 1; Johns- 
ville, 1 ; KnoxviUe, 1 ; Liberty Town, 1 ; Middletown, 1 ; New Market, 1 ; 
Petersville, 1 ; Point of Rocks, 1 ; and Union ville, 1 . Towns also visited : 
Buckeystown, Creagerstown, Kemptown, Ladiesburg, Le Gore, Lewis- 
town, Monrovia, Mount Pleasant, Myersville, New Midway, Park Mills, 
Ridgeville, Rocky Ridge, Thurmont, Urbana, Walkersville, Woods- 
boro, and Yellow Springs. 

Garrett County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 13: Bond, 1; 
Cove, 1; Fort Pendleton, 2; Friendsville, 1; Grants ville, 2; Hutton, 1; 
Kitzaniller, 1; McHenry, 1; Mountain Lake, 2; and Selbysport, 1. 
Towns also visited; Accident, Crellin, Deer Park, Gorman, Hoyes, Jen- 
nings, Keyser's Ridge, Loch Ljntm, Oakland, Sunnyside, andSwanton. 
Towns also reached by letter, telephone, etc.: Bloomington. 

Harford County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 19: Bel Air, 3; 
Church ville, 2; Havre-de-Grace, 6; Madonna, 1; Martin, 1; Perryman, 
2; Pylesville, 2; Shawsville, 1; and Whiteford, 1. Towns also visited: 
Aberdeen, Fallston, and Forest Hill. Towns reached by letter, tele- 
phone, etc.: Creswell, Darlington, and Emmorton. 

Kent County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 13: Chestertown, 5; 
Edesville, 1; Fairlee, 1; Massey, 2; Millington, 1; Still Pond, 1; and 
Worton, 2. Towns also visited: Betterton and Kennedyville. Letters 
sent to Rock Hall. 

Montgomery County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 1: German- 
town, 1. 

Prince George's County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 1 : Laurel, 
1. 

Queen Anne's County — Travehng Libraries circulated, 20: Bar- 
clay, 2; Bryantown, 2; Centreville, 4; Church Hill, 1; Ford's Store, 2; 
Ingleside, 1; Price, 1; Queenstown, 2; Ruthsburg, 2; Stevensville, 1; and 
Templeville, 2. Towns also visited: Burrisville, Carmichael, Chester, 
Crab Alley Neck, Crumpton, Dominion, Hayden, Kent Point, Love 
Point, Philip's Corner, Pond Town, Queen Anne, Starr, Sudlersville, 
and Unicorn. 

Talbot County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 4: Easton, 2; and 
Tunis Mills, 2. Towns also visited: BellevuC; Cordova, Lewiston, Long- 
woods, Matthews, Oxford, St. Michaels, Trappe, and Wye Mills. Towns 
also reached by telephone, etc.: Claiborne and Royal Oak. 

Washington County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 1 : Hancock, 
1. Towns also visited: Boonsboro and Hagerstown. 
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APPENDIX IV 

A Bill Entitled an Act to Repeal and Reenact with Amend- 
ments Sec. 95-115, Article 77 of the Code op Public General 
Laws of 1904. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland ^ That 
Sections 95-115 of the Code of Public General Laws of 1904, Title, 
Public Education; be and the same are hereby repealed and re-enacted 
with amendments so as to read as follows: 

Sec. 95. The Governor shall biennally appoint four persons, at least 
two of whom shall be women, who, with the State Librarian, the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction and the Librarian of the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library shall constitute the Maryland Public Library Commission. 

Sec. 96. Said commission shall annually elect from their own num- 
ber a president and a secretary, who, with the other members of the 
commission, shall serve without pay, but the necessary traveling 
expenses of the commissioners in attending upon the meetings of the 
commission or its business away from their homes may be paid out of 
the appropriation for the Commission. The secretary shall also act as 
treasurer of the commission and shall give bond with approved security 
for the proper performance of his duties. 

Sec. 97. Said commission shall give advice and counsel to all public 
libraries and public school libraries in the State and to all persons pro- 
posing to establish them, as to the best means of their establishment 
and maintenance, the selection of books, cataloguing and other details 
of management. Said commission shall annually report to the Governor 
in the month of November, a full and complete account of its doings 
and of its receipts and expenditures. 

Sec. 98. Said commission shall organize and conduct traveling 
libraries throughout the State, shall formulate such reasonable regula- 
tions for the use and care of the books of such traveling libraries as they 
may deem proper; and shall from time to time send out and distribute 
such books throughout the State, and at suitable intervals change such 
distributions so as to secure the greatest advantage. 

Sec. 99. The State Treasurer shall annually on the first day of 
October, pay to the treasurer of the commission the sum of five thousand 
dollars for the use of the commission. 

Sec. 100. Said commission, upon application of the library directors 
of a county, municipality or election district which has complied with 
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the provisions of this law relative to the establishment of such library- 
may expend not more than one hundred dollars for books to be selected 
and purchased by said commission and delivered to said directors for 
the purpose of establishing a free public library. 

Sec. 101. The Boards of County Commissioners shall have power to 
establish and maintain central free public libraries all the county seats 
of their respective counties with branches in such places within the 
limits of said counties as the demand of the people of the vicinity may 
justify, so as to give them convenient access to the free libraries and 
reading rooms, and the legislative authority of any incorporated 
municipality shall have power to establish public libraries in like manner 
for said municipality. 

Sec. 102. The Board of County Commissioners of any county in the 
State, for the estabUshment and maintenance of said free pubUc Hbraries 
and reading rooms in their, respective counties, may levy an annual tax 
not exceeding five cents of each one hundred dollars of the assessed 
valuation of taxable property; such tax to be levied and collected in 
like manner as other general taxes af said county, and when collected 
to be known as the public library fund. 

Sec. 103. In case a majority of the voters in any election district 
shall petition the Board of County Commissioners to establish a public 
Ubrary in said district, the said Board shall establish and control such 
public library in the same manner as the legislative authority of an 
incorporated municipaUty may establish and control a library under 
this act, and said Board of County Commissioners may levy a tax on 
the election district for the said library in Uke manner as is done for the 
library of an incorporated municipality and to the same amoimt and 
said election district library shall be managed in the same manner as the 
Ubrary of an incorporated municipality. 

Sec. 104. The legislative authority of any municipality may levy 
a tax for public library purposes upon the assessed valuation of the 
taxable property within said municipality, not exceeding seven cents 
of each one hundred dollars, to be collected in like manner as the other 
taxes of said municipality. The money so collected by the governing 
boards of the incorporated municipalities shall be paid over to the trus- 
tees or board of directors, to be appointed as hereinafter provided, and 
shall be expended by them as in their judgment they may deem best. 

Sec. 105. Whenever any Board of County Commissioners or legis- 
lative authority of an incorporated municipaUty shall have determined 
to estabUsh and maintain pubUc Ubraries and reading rooms under this 
Act, such Board of County Commissioners or legislative authority of an 
incorporated municipaUty shall appoint for such county, election dis- 
trict or incorporated municipality, a board of nine directors, who shall 
be chosen at large with reference to their fitness for such ofiice; said 
directors shall hold ofiice, one-third for two years, one-third for four 
years, and one-third for six years, from the first of January foUowing 
their appointment and until their successors are chosen. At their 
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first regular meeting they shall cast lots for their respective terms, and 
biennially thereafter the Board of County CommissionerB or legislative 
authority of the municipality shall, appoint as before, three directors to 
take the place of the retiring directors, who shall hold office for six years 
and until their successors are appointed. The Board of County Com- 
missioners or legislative authority of the mimicipaUty may remove any 
director for inefficiency, misconduct or neglect of duty. 

Sec. 106. Vacancies in the said board of directors occasioned by 
removal, resignation or otherwise, shall be reported to the Board of 
County Commissioners or legislative authority of the mimicipality and 
shall be filled forthwith by them for the imexpired portion of the term. 

Sec. 107. Said directors shall, immediately after their appointment, 
meet at the call of the County Commissioners or legislative authority 
of the municipality, and organize by the election of a president and 
vice-president from their own number, and a person or persons to act 
as secretary and treasurer. The treasurer so elected shall give bond for 
the faithful performance of his trust in such siun as said library board 
shall determine; the said bond to be approved by the said Ubrary board 
and the expense thereof paid out of the library fund. Directors shall 
receive no compensation. They shall make and adopt by-laws, rules and 
regulations not inconsistent with this Act, for their own guidance and 
for the government of the Ubraries and reading rooms. They shall have 
exclusive control of the expenditure of all moneys collected to the credit 
of the Ubrary fund imder this Act, but such expenditures and all con- 
tracts made by them shall not exceed the appropriations provided and 
made under Sections 3 and 4 of this Act. They shall also have control 
of the construction of any Ubrary building, and of the supervision, care 
and custody of the Ubrary grounds, rooms or buildings constructed or 
set apart for that purpose; and they shall have power to purchase or 
lease grounds, to occupy, lease or erect an appropriate building or 
buildings for the use of said Ubrary, to appoint a suitable Ubrarian and 
assistants, to fix the compensation of such appointees and to remove 
them if unsatisfactory, and shaU in general carry out the spirit and 
intent of this Act in establishing and maintaining pubUc Ubraries and 
reading rooms. 

Sec. 108. All moneys collected for such Ubraries and reading rooms 
by the Coimty Commissioners or governing boards of incorporated 
municipaUties as hereinabove provided, shall be deposited in the treasury 
of said county or of the said mimicipaUty respectively, to the credit 
of the Ubrary fimd, and shaU be kept separate and apart from other 
moneys of such county or municipaUty, and paid over to the treasurer 
of the Ubrary board upon the demand of the board. 

Sec. 109. Every Ubrary and reading room established under this 
Act shall be forever free to the use of the inhabitants of the county, 
election district or municipaUty where it is located; subject, however, 
to such reasonable rules and regulations as the Ubrary board may adopt 
and said board may exclude from the use of said Ubraries and reading 
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rooms any and all persons who shall wilfully violate such rules, and 
may extend the privilege of said library to persons living ouside of the 
county or municipality, upon such terms and conditions as said board 
may from time to time by its regulations |^rescribe. 

Sec. 110. Every person who shall steal or unlawfully take or detain, 
or who shall mutilate, injure or disfigure by writing, marking, cutting, 
tearing, or otherwise, any book, map, picture, engraving, manuscript or 
other property of any public library or circulating library, or library 
belonging to the State of Maryland, or to any municipality or public 
body or incorporated institution, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction thereof shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars, 
said fine to be used for the benefit of the library, or be imprisoned for 
not more than three months, or, in the discretion of the court, may be 
both fined and imprisoned as aforesaid. 

Sec. 111. Each library board established imder this act shall make 
an annual report to the County Commissioners or legislative authority 
of the municipality, on or before the twentieth day of January, stat- 
ing the condition of their trust on the first day of January in that year, 
the various sums of money received from the library fund and from 
other sources, and how such moneys have been expended and for 
what purposes, the nimiber of books and periodicals on hand, the 
number added by purchase, gift or otherwise during the year, the num- 
ber lost or missing, the number of books loaned out, and the general 
character and kind of such books, with such other statistics and infor- 
mation and suggestions as they may deem of general interest. All such 
portion of said report as relates to the receipt and expenditure of 
money shall be subject to the audit of the Coimty Commissioners or 
legislative authority of the municipality. A copy of said report shall be 
sent annually to the Maryland public library commission. 

Sec. 112. The said library board may receive, hold and possess, or 
sell and dispose of all such gifts, donations, devises, bequests and legacies 
as may be made to the County Commissioners, to the municipality, or 
to the library board for the purpose of establishing, increasing or improv- 
ing such public library. In such cases, the library board shall act as 
trustees, and have control of such gifts, donations, devises, bequests 
and legacies, and may apply the proceeds, interests, rents and profits 
accruing therefrom, in such manner as wiU best promote the prosperity 
and utility of such library; provided, such application be according to 
the terms of the gifts, donations, devises, bequests and legacies. 

Sec. 113. Every public library established under this law shall receive 
from the State a copy of the laws, journals and all other books published 
by the authority of the State except the Maryland Law Reports, and 
in return therefor shall transmit a copy of its annual report to the 
State Library. 

Sec. 114. All real estate acquired for the use and benefit of any 
library and reading room, established as aforesaid, and all property that 
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shall be a part of any such library and reading room shall be exempt 
from all State, county and municipal taxation. 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That this Act shall take effect from the 
date of its passage. 



131 



\ 



\ 



e™t?T^^^-Z'? ^ 



f , 



A\ 



,1.. 



. "-: * I 



V 



I ^ 



J ' 



- 1 






1 



V A 



'■• .;\-3 



FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

Maryland Public Library Commission. 

Established by Chapter 505 op the Laws op 1910, 

succeeding the 

Maryland State Library Commission, 

Established by Chapter 247, Laws op 1902. 
(December 1909-November 1910) 

Members: 

M. Bates Stephens, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, Denton, Caroline County, President. 
Mrs. John M. Carter, Mt. Washington, Baltimore 

County. 
Ross Miles Diggs, Baltimore City. 
Mrs. M. a. Newell, Port Deposit, Cecil County. 
Joseph B. Perkins, Towson, Baltimore County. 
Miss Lynn M. Shaffer, State Librarian, Annapolis. 
Bernard C. Steiner, Ph.D., Librarian of The Enoch 

Pratt Free Library, Baltimore City, Secretary and 

Treasurer. 

Hon. Austin L. Crothers, 

Governor of the State of Maryland. 

Sir: — The Maryland State Library Commission, which 
was organized in 1902, submitted seven reports to the Gov- 
ernor, and has now been succeeded, under the revised library 
law, by the Maryland Public Library Commission. 




At the last session of the Legislature, two bills were passed 
relating to libraries. One of thiese, Chapter 332 of the Laws 
of 1910, repealed the act of 1902 which established a County 
Library Commission, and the other Act, Chapter 505 Laws 
of 1910, was a revised library law for the State, prepared by 
the Maryland State Library Commission. That Commis- 
sion had as its functions the care of Traveling Libraries, 
and the advice of the authorities governing public libraries of 
municipalities and schools, and of those persons endeavoring 
. to establish such libraries. The new law gives this Com- 
mission the additional functions of advising and stimulating 
the establishment of County and Election District Libraries, 
and of purchasing and sending one hundred dollars worth of 
books to libraries established under this Act. This law was 
introduced into the House of Delegates by Hon. Ogle Mar- 
bury, of Prince George's County, on January 28, and, as 
originally drawn, carried an annual appropriation of five 
thousand dollars. In the Senate, Hon. Richard S. Dodson 
rendered valued assistance. The result of the efforts of these 
gentlemen and of the Commission was that the law was 
passed. The annual appropriation was reduced, however, 
to fifteen hundred dollars, and Baltimore County was taken 
out of the scope of the law. The new act is a great improve- 
ment upon the old one, but the appropriation is inadequate 
for the work of the Commission and, until it is increased, we 
shall be unable to employ permanently a Field Secretary, 
or to give much assistance in the way of purchase of books 
or new libraries. 

During the first six months of the year covered by this 
Report, the Commission was fortunate in having in its 
employ Miss Mary P. Farr, who had been Field Secretary 
and Library Organizer during the previous year. Miss 
Farr's work was of great value, both in the counties and at 
Annapolis in informing the members of the Legislature as to 
the work of the Commission. Her report for the period 
covered by this report is printed herewith. 

Outside of the passage of this important library law, there 
have not been many events of great importance among the 
libraries of the State. The Enoch Pratt Free Library has 



opened two new Branch Library buildings, Branch # 13 at 
the corner of Fayette and Patuxent Sts., and Branch ^ 9 at 
Towson and Beason Sts. This Library expects to open two 
more Branches in the ensuing year, namely — Branch # 14, 
Garrison and Calloway Aves., and Branch #15, Gorsuch 
Ave. and Taylor St. 

The Johns Hopkins University has commenced to classify 
its collections on the basis of the system adopted by the 
Library of Congress. 

The Hampstead (Carroll County) Library Association, 
which was organized November 8, 1909, opened a Public 
Library for the town on January 8, 1910, with 471 volumes 
and 43 members. The membership dues are one dollar a 
year. The Library is open Saturday afternoons from 2-5. 
Mrs. George W. Lindsay is President. 

Washington County Free Library, at Hagerstown, has 
continued its very useful work and the Librarian, Miss Mary 
L. Titcomb, reports that last year 107,741 volumes were cir- 
culated, and that the Library now possesses 20,000 volumes. 

During the disastrous fire on February 25 which destroyed 
a warehouse and several buildings in Hurlock, (Dorchester 
County), the home of Mrs. E. C. Barber, in which the Free 
Library of Hurlock is housed, was threatened with destruc- 
tion. The boys and girls of the Grammar grades came to 
the rescue and carried all the books to a place of safety and 
when the danger was passed carried them back again. The 
library was closed only one day. 

From the Queenstown (Queen Anne's County) Public 
Library, the following report for the year ending October 1, 
1910, has been received: ''The Library is open in the News 
building every Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m. It contains about 
one thousand volumes, no new books being added during 
this year. Two hundred and eleven volumes have been cir- 
culated during the year to thirty-one subscribers. The 
library needs some new books for the young folks who are 
liberal subscribers.'' Miss Ella A. Aker is the Librarian. 

The Traveling Libraries of the Commission have been cir- 
culated throughout the State, and it is proposed to add a 
number of boxes of new books during the coming year. The 
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need of a Field Secretary is greatly felt in connection with 
these Libraries. Had we a sufficient number of volumes and 
clerical force to handle them, we should gladly make up boxes 
from books especially asked for by our borrowers, but in the 
present condition of things, all that we can do is to send a 
library containing a fixed collection of books. 

An appendix contains a record of the Trarveling Libraries 
circulated, and the towns visited by the Field Secretary. 

The arrangement was continued with the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library by which books in the Library in New York 
Point or Line Letter were sent free of cost to any blind per- 
son in the State of Maryland. Through the generosity of 
the Federal Government these books are sent through the 
mails free of postage, but on account of their size they are 
not delivered by letter carriers. There have been 17 readers 
of books for the blind who borrowed 103 books. A detailed 
list of the places to which books were sent is as follows: 

Alleghany County: Cumberland; Anne Arundel County: 
Severn, SoUey; Baltimore County: Glyndon, Philopolis, 
White Hall; Cecil County: Conowingo; Frederick County: 
Woodsboro; Garrett County: Bittinger; Harford County: 
Bel Air, Forest Hill, Havre-de-Grace; Kent County: Ches- 
tertown; Prince George's County: Croom; Queen Anne's 
County: Queenstown; Washington County: Hagerstown; 
Worcester County: Snow Hill. 

The expenses of the Commission from October 1, 1909, 
to October 1, 1910, the State's fiscal year, have been as 
follows: 

Drayage and freight $231.95 

Postage 40.02 

Printing and stationery. 294 . 57 

Clerical work of secretary's office, cata- 
loguing, etc 93 . 55 

Binding 50 

Books 198.79 

Salary (including expenses) of Field Sec- 
retary 1025.00 

Miscellaneous expenses 45 . 62 
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The Trusteea of The Enoch Pratt Free IJbrary have con- 
tinued to permit the Comnuesion to have its office in their 
Central Building. 

Respectfully submitted for the Commission, 

M. BATES STEPHENS, 

President. 

BERNARD C. STEINER, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 



REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY. 

In submitting to you the following report, it is with much 
regret that I close the work in the field so early in the year. 
The past fifteen months have been spent in advertising the 
work of the Commission. We have sent traveling libraries 
to counties from which no applications had been received 
previous to these visits. Since January 1, 1909, 347 towns 
have been visited to awaken an interest in our traveling 
libraries. The 91 libraries we now possess are inadequate to 
meet the demand we have created. There are now 22 towns 
on our waiting list. Many towns are obliged to wait a month 
or six weeks after an application is filed, before a library can 
be sent to them. In many cases, the people will lose their 
interest and have little desire to send for a second library. 
With the small appropriation granted us, our work is sadly 
crippled. We made an appeal for five times the amount of 
appropriation of former years, as the demand upon us requires 
that amount. 

Not only do we need new libraries, but we need also to 
replenish the books in the old ones. The libraries have been 
appreciated. The books have been well used and, naturally, 
show signs of wear. Many of our best books are in unattrac- 
tive editions which should be replaced by better ones. The 
demand for special libraries is increasing. There is a crying 
need of libraries suitable for country schools. If we could 
supply study clubs with books on special subjects we could 
do good work. We could spend $3000 for books and have 
every book in use in towns to which few books have found 
their way heretofore. 

In the past year, we have established public libraries, 
which, with the libraries already in existence, need all the 
help the Commission can give. The librarians of these libra- 
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ries have appreciated the visits paid to them and the assist- 
ance rendered. If we could repeat these visits, we could be 
of real service to the library and the town. However, we 
cannot purchase books, nor carry on the work in the field, 
without money. In February of this year, the Legislature 
of Kentucky passed a law creating a Library Commission 
for that state and granting to them an annual appropriation 
of $6,000. It should be a matter of pride to us that Mary- 
land, which was the first state, south of Mason and Dixon's 
line, to employ a Field Secretary and Library Organizer, 
should not fall behind any of our sister states in library mat- 
ters. 

Our new library law is a step in the right direction. It 
was due to the efforts of Hon, Ogle Marbury, of Prince 
George's County, in the House of Delegates and Hon, Richard 
S. Dodson, of Talbot County, in the Senate, that we secured 
its passage. Let us hope that the next session of the Legis- 
lature will grant us an appropriation which will enable us to 
do efficient work. 

Anne Abundbl County — February 4-March 4. 

Annapolis. The time here was devoted to the Legislature 
in our endeavor to secure the passage of the Library bill. 
Visits were paid to the outlying towns to interest them in the 
traveling libraries. Talks were given to the teachers and 
pupils of the High and Grammar schools on the use of 
books. 

DoRCHBSTBK COTjNTY — November 29-December 10 and 21-23 

Cambridge. A public meeting was held December 6, at 
which the possibility of establishing a county library foi 
Dorchester county was discussed. The project was favored 
by those present and a committee was appointed to draw up 
a petition signed by the prominent tax-payers of the county 
to be submitted to the county commissioners before the next 
tax levy. Visits were paid to different parts of the county 
and the matter was'talked up among the county people who 
favored the movement. 
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charge of five cents is made for each book. This library 
was started by Mrs. Victor Masslin of Stratford-on-Avon, 
England. 

An enthusiastic meeting of the ladies of the town was 
held January 12. A room was secured for the library and 
gifts were made of a table, two chairs, a coal stove, a chande- 
lier, paint, varnish, filling, kalsomine and the work of kalso- 
mining. Mrs. Masslin was communicated with and favored 
the project and offered to contribute toward a salary for the 
librarian. It was proposed that the library should be called 
the Victor Masslin library. 

Wicomico County — ^December 11-20. 

Salisbury, A public meeting was held December 17, but 
was poorly attended as it was too near Christmas to awaken 
interest in any other matters. A committee was appointed 
to lay a petition before the City Council for an appropria- 
tion for a public library. 

WoBCBSTER County — ^January 14-28. 

Berlin. A public meeting was held January 26, at which a 
library association was organized with Miss Rozelle P. 
Handy as president. The library was opened February 5 
in a room in the Municipal building. Since then two rooms 
on the ground floor of the Odd Fellows' building have been 
lent to the library. The library has received donations of 
books and magazines. The books sent to them from the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library through the courtesy of Dr. 
Steiner'have been appreciated. Mrs. George P. Hodges of 
Baltimore has interested herself in the library and secured 
many gifts. One hundred and fifty volumes from the 
Friendly library are stationed there and requests may be 
made for any books in the Friendly, library which may be 
selected from the catalogue. The association has held 
several enthusiastic meetings and the future of the library 
looks promising. It is open Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
with Mrs. Robert J. Showell as librarian. 

East Berlin, Friendly Library, This library was estab- 
lished by the Misses Handy, two public spirited young 
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women who were anxious to see the people oi tneir commu- 
nity supplied with the best reading. They collected over 
four hundred volumes. Through the courtesy of the store 
keepers, the stores at Trappe, Edgewater Corners, Syn- 
epuxent, and a store in Berlin are used as delivery sta- 
tions for the books. Typewritten lists of the books in the 
library are kept at each store, from which lists orders for 
books may be made. Miss Handy calls for these orders and 
brings the books the next time she visits the store. The 
books are returned to the store and collected by Miss Handy 
on her next trip. The books are free to all, and here in Wor- 
cester county we have a county library on a miniature scale, 
which is serving a scattered country community. There 
are now 100 borrowers' cards in use. The first year the library 
circulated 469 volumes. 

East Berlin, Neighborhood Sunday School and Club, An 
undenominational Sunday school was started in November, 
1900, by the Misses Dilworth and Miss Rozelle P. Handy. 
Meetings were held at a private house, on the piazza in the 
summer and indoors in winter. A building was erected in 
the fall of 1903 with money raised by members and friends 
of the Sunday school, which building is now used as a Sun- 
day school and clubhouse for the neighborhood. A Sunday 
school and young people's meeting are held on Sunday with 
occasional preaching. During the week social meetings are 
held at regular intervals, which are well attended by the young 
people of the neighborhood. There are two libraries here, 
a week-day and a Sunday library, numbering together about 
350 volumes. The room is furnished with magazines and is 
used as a reading-room before the social meetings. These 
magazines as well as many pictures are distributed among 
the people of the neighborhood. 

Pocomoke City, Public meetings were held on January 
18 and on January 27. A library association was organized 
and $150 was pledged annually for the support of the library. 
A room in the Municipal building was secured free of cost. 
A book reception was held March 10, at which those in attend- 
ance represented titles of books. Many donations of books 
were received. The Enoch Pratt Free Library contributed 
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a box of their discarded books. The ladies of the town take 
turns acting as librarian. Mr. J. Shiles Crockett is president. 

A hbraiy had been established in Pocomoke City many 
years ago by Dr. John T. B. McMaster, Rev. Francis Hil- 
liard, the Episcopal rector, and others. Debates were held 
in the library room every week in which two young men and 
two older men participated. Circulars were distributed pre- 
vious to each debate and the library rooms were crowded. Dr. 
Hilliard opened the library every afternoon and evening. The 
older men died and the younger ones moved away and the 
library was abandoned about thirty years ago. 

Snow Hill. A public meetii^ was planned but was given 
up, at the request of Mrs. M. M. North, who was planning to 
open a library under the auspices of the West End Heading 
Club. This library was opened March 26 in the Grand Jury 
room of the Court House, with Mrs. M. M. North as libra- 
rian. There were 150 columes and 30 borrowers. 

Stockton. At a public meeting held January 21, a conuoit- 
tee was appointed to solicit membership for a library associa- 
tion. The committee met with so little encouragement that 
the matter was dropped. 

In 1898 a reading room had been established in Stockton, 
for all boys and men over eighteen years of age, which was 
known as the Gentlemen's Reading Room. The membership 
dues were twenty-five cents a month. The room was fur- 
nished with a table, three dozen chairs, half a dozen rocking 
chairs, monthly and weekly magazines. New York and 
Baltimore papers, and a few quiet games, such as checkers, 
dominoes, etc. It was open every day all the year round and 
was well patronized for a time, but was closed in 1901. 

The field work has been carried on in the same general 
lines as last year, in the endeavor to establish a public library 
in every town large enough to support such an institution, 
to render aid to those libraries already established and in 
every town to advertise the traveling libraries. It was my 
object to visit as many schools as possible, more especially 
the isolated country schools, to talk to the children on books 
and reading, hoping thereby to arouse In the minds of our 
young people an interest in good reading. 



In closing, I wish to thank the members of the Commis- 
sion for the encouragement you have given me in all my 
efiForts, which has contributed greatly toward the advance- 
ment of the work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARY P. FARR, 

April 1, 1910. Field Secretary, 
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Traveling Libraries Circulated and Towns Visited. 

AUegany County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 13: 
Barton, 2; Cumberland, 3; Eckhart Mines, 2; Flintstone, 1; 
Midland, 3; Moscow Mills, 1; and Vale Summit, I. 

Anne Arundel County — ^Traveling Libraries circulfited, 11: 
Eaatport, 1; Friendship, 1; Glen Burnie, 1; Greenock, 2; 
McKendree, 1; Odenton, 2; Robinson, 1; and Weat River, 2. 
Towns also visited: Academy Junction {Odenton P. 0,), 
Annapolis, Eastport, Glen Burnie, Millersville, Robinson 
and St. Margaret's. Towns also reached by letter, etc.: 
Arnold, Bristol, Davidsonville and McKendree. 

Baltimore CoWTiij/'—Traveling Libraries circulated, 4: 
Catonsville, 1; Maryland Line, 1; Roslyn, 1; and White 
HaU, 1. 

Calvert County — Travelii^ Libraries circulated, 1: Sher- 
idan's Point, 1 . 

Caroline County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 4: Chop- 
tank, 1; Greensboro, IjHillsboro, l;and Preston, 1. 

Carroll County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 14 : Finks- 
burg, 2; Frizelburg, 1; Hampstead, 2; Manchester, 2; Mt. 
Airy, 1; New Windsor, 1; Sykesville, 2; and Westminster, 3. 

Cedi County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 11: Bay 
View, 1; Cecilton, 1; North East, 3; Pleasant Hill, 2; Rising 
Sun, 2; and Rowlandville, 2. 

Dorchester County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 16: 
Crapo, 1; East New Market, 1; Eldorado, 1; Ellwood, 1 
Fishing Creek, 1; Hurlock, 1; Linkwood, 2; Secretary, 1 
Taylor's Island, 1; Toddville, 1; Vienna, 3; Williamsburg, 1 
and Wooiford, 1. Towns also visited : Aireys, Bishop's Head, 
Cabin Creek, Cambridge, Church Creek, Crapo, East New 
Market, Eldorado, Ellwood, Golden Hill, Hooper's Island, 
Hurlock, Lakesville, Linkwood, Madison, Rhodesdale, Salem, 



Secretary, Taylor's lelaiLd, Toddville, Williamsburg and 
Woolford. 

Frederick County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 19: 
Adamstown, 2; Creagerstown, 1; Emmitsburg, 1; FoxviUe, 
1; Graceham, 1; Johnsville, 2; Libertytown, 3; Middletown, 
1 ; New Market, 1 ; Woodsboro, 3 ; and Yellow Springs, 3 . 

Garrett Cow/itj/^Traveling Libraries circulated, 3: Bay- 
ard, 2; and Mountain Lake Park, 1. 

Harford Coujiij/— Traveling Libraries circulated, 5 : 
Churchville, 1; Havre-de-Grace, 3; and Perryman, L 

Montgomery County— Tiaveling Libraries circulated, 1: 
Silver Spring, 1. 

Prince George's County — ^Traveling Libraries circulated, 
5: BeltsviUe, 1; Riverdale, 1; Springfield, 1; and Upper 
Marlboro, 2. Towns also visited : BeltsviUe, Berwyn, 
Brentwood, College Park, Hyattsville, Laurel, Riverdale, 
Springfield and Upper Marlboro. 

Queen Anne's County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 8: 
Bryantown, 2; Centreville, 3; Inglesidte, 1; Ruthsburg, 1; 
and Stevensville, 1. 

Somerset County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 9: 
Cokesbury, 1; Crisfield, 1; Kingston, 1; Manokin, 1; Oriole, 
1; Parsonsville, 1; Rehoboth, 1; Upper Fairmount, 1; and 
Westover, 1. Towns also visited: Cokesbury, Crisfield, 
Fairmount, Habnab, Kingston, Manokin, Mt. Vernon, 
Oriole, Princess Anne, Quinton, Rehoboth and Westover. 

Talbot County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 2: Cor- 
dova, 1 ; and Tilghmans, 1. 

Wicomico County — Travelling Libraries circulated, 7 : 
Pittsville, 1 ; Quantico, 1 ; Riverton, 3 ; Salisbury, 1 ; and White 
Haven, 1. Towns also visited: Allen, Bivalve, Fruitland, 
Hebron, Mardela Springs, Nanticoke, Parsonsburg, Pitts- 
ville, Powellville, Quantico, Riverton, Salisbury, Sharp- 
town, Tyaskin, White Haven and Willards. 

Worcester County — Traveling Libraries circulated, 5: 
Friendship, 1 ; Pokomoke City, 1 ; Showells, 1 ; and Stockton, 
2. Towns also visited: Berlin, Bishopville, Edgewater Cor- 
ners, Girdletree, Jones, Pocomoke City, Showells, Snow 
Hill, Stockton and Synepuxent. 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 

FOR 3rd AND 4th years of the 

Maryland Public Library Commission. 

Established by Chapter 505 of the Laws of 1910. 
Code of Public General Laws, Article 77, Sections 95 to 115. 

(November 1911-November 1913.) 

Members: 

M. Bates Stephens, Ph. D., Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, Denton, Caroline County, President. 

Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., Frederick, Frederick County. 

Miss Sallie Webster Dorsey, State Librarian, An- 
napolis. 

Frank W. Mather, Westminster, Carroll County, 
(1913). 

Mrs. M. a. Newell, Baltimore City. 

Mrs. Luther A. Gates, Princess Anne, Somerset 
County. 

J. Alexis Shriver, Bel Air, Harford County, (1912). 

Bernard C. Steiner, Ph.D., Librarian of The Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore City, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Hon. Phillips Lee Goldsborough, 
Governor of the State of Maryland. 

Sir: — The Maryland Public Library Commission has 
the honor to submit to you its report in which it embodies 
the record of its work during the past two years. During 
that period, the Commission has been fortunate in being 
able to employ the sevices of Miss Mary P. Farr as Field 
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Secretary and Library Organizer for the period of about 
nine and a half months. She successfully filled that posi- 
tion several years ago and the interesting report of her suc- 
cessful work which is appended hereto, shows that her accom- 
plishment since her return to the State has been a notable 
one. We feel that the situation of the library interests in 
the State was never more hopefid than at the present time. 
In one county after another, public libraries are being es- 
tablished and there is a large and intelligent use of the 
Traveling Libraries. We believe that advantage should be 
taken of this favorable condition, and that the Commission 
should be placed in such a position that it shall be enabled 
to have permanent and independent headquarters, and that it 
may employ a Field Secretary and Library Organizer through- 
out the whole year. To accomplish both of these purposes 
will require an annual appropriation of five thousand dollars 
($5,000). We feel however, that the acquirement of a per- 
manent Field Secretary is the most important forward step 
which the Commission can take, and consequently at this 
time, we request only such an increase in our appropriation 
as shall render that desirable result possible, namely, — ^that 
the Commission receive three thousand dollars ($3,000) a 
year, instead of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) as at pres- 
ent. With this increased appropriation, we shall be able 
to keep the traveling libraries replenished with new books, 
to meet the incidental expenses of the Commission, and to 
do something toward the encouragement both of the li- 
braries already established in the Counties, and of those 
endeavoring to establish such libraries. 

The following comparison of annual appropriations made 
to Library Commissions in other States, shows that the 
amount asked by oiu* Commission is by no means an ex- 
travagant one: South Carolina, $3,000; Delaware, $3,000; 
Kentucky, $6,000; Indiana, $12,500; New Jersey, $10,000; 
Vermont, $4,500. 

The Commission has felt that it is important to add to 
the collections contained in the Traveling Libraries and 
through careful husbandry of appropriations in previous 
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years, was able to expend one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
for this purpose in 1912. The new libraries were called 
for by the people with avidity. 

In 1912 the Enoch Pratt Free Library erected and opened 
its Branch Library No. 16, and in 1913 it began the con- 
struction of its Branch No. 17 on a lot presented by Mrs. 
Leon Lauer. 

The plans for the new quarters of the Johns Hopkins 
University Library, and of the Maryland Diocesan Library 
have been perfected, but the buildings will not be occupied 
for some time. 

The retirement and death of Dr. Philip R. Uhler of the 
Peabody Institute removes from an important position, 
one who had been faithfully engaged in library work for 
many years. The affairs of the Institution are being effi- 
ciently carried on by Mr. Louis H. Dielman as Executive 
Secretary, while Mr. John Parker has succeeded to the posi- 
tion of Librarian. 

The Washington County Free Library continues its 
highly useful career and has attracted much attention 
throughout the country because of its enlightened methods 
of management. 

A highly encouraging statement with reference to the 
libraries newly established and the library buildings newly 
occupied, in such places as Bel Air and Princess Anne, will 
be found in the Field Secretary's report. A detailed state- 
ment as to the places to which Traveling Libraries were 
sent i^ as follows: 

Allegany County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 4: 
Cresaptown, 3; Eckhart Mines, 1. 

Anne Arundel County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 
9: Galloways, 1; Jessup, 1; Millersville, 1; St. Margarets, 
1 ; Waterbury, 1 ; West River, 4. 

Baltimore County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 7: 
Arbutus, 1; Freeland, 3; Owings Mills, 1; Parkton, 1; Spar- 
rows Point, 1. 

Calvert County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 31: 
Barstow, 1 ; Broomes Island, 1 ; Chaneysville, 1 ; Chesapeake 
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Beach, 1; Coster, 2; Dunkirk, 1; Holland Point, 1; Hunting- 
town, 1; Lower Marlboro, 2; Mount Harmony, 1; Mutual, 2; 
Owings, 2; Paris, 1; Prince Frederick, 5; Solomon's Island, 
3; Sunderiand, 5; Wallville, 1. 

Caroline County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 6: 
Denton, 2; Federalsburg, 2; Friendship, 1; Ridgely, 1. 

Carroll County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 22: 
Finksburg, 2; Frizellburg, 2; Hampstead, 6; Lineboro, 2; 
Manchester, 5; Westminster, 5. 

Cecil County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 3: North 
East, 1 ; Pleasant Hill, 2. 

Charles County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 19: 
Bel Alton, 3; Bryantown, 3; Dentsville, 1; Grayton, 1; 
Hughesville, 1; Indian Head, 1; Marshall Hall, 2; Newburg, 
6; Pomonkey, 1; Wayside, 1. 

Dorchester County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 7: 
Golden Hill, 2; Linkwood, 2; Taylor's Island, 1 ; Vienna, 2. 

Frederick County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 16: 
Araby, 2; Braddock Heights, 1; Brunswick, 1; Emmitsburg, 
1; Frederick, 1; Johnsville, 3; Lewistown, 1; Libertytown, 
5; Thiu-mont, 1. 

Garrett County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 11: 
Bayard, 5; Friendsville, 3; McHenry, 1; Mountain Lake 
Park, 2. 

Harford County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 29: 
Bel Air, 2; Benson, 1; Chiu-chville, 2; Darlington, 2; Dub- 
lin, 1; Emmorton, 3; Fallston, 2; Forest Hill, 3; Jarretts- 
ville, 5; Ferryman, 3; Shawsville, 3; Wilna, 2. 

Howard County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 16: 
Clarkville, 4; Dayton, 2; Mkridge, 5; Glenwood, 1; Guilford, 
1; Highland, 2; Hoods Mill, 1. 

Kent County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 23: Bet- 
terton, 1; Golt, 3; Kennedyville, 3; Lynch, 1; Massey, 1; 
Millington, 1; Rock Hall, 5; Sassafras, 2; Still Pond, 2; Wor- 
ton, 4. 

Montgomery County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 31: 
Barnesville 3; Brookeville, 1; Damascus, 3; Damestown, 1; 
Dawsonville, 3; Gaithersburg, 3; Germantown, 2; Kensing- 
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REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY 

It was with much pleasure that I resumed my work with 
the Maryland Public Library Conmiission on June 1, 1912. 
Visits were made to the counties not included in the last 
tour before a second visit was made to other places. The 
field work has been carried on as before. The county-seat 
has been made head-quarters and drives were made to the out- 
lying towns to interest the people in our traveling libraries. 
Public meetings have been held at the county-seat, looking 
toward the establishment of a free public library for the 
county. The entire State has now been covered, with the 
exception of Baltimore County, which unfortunately has 
been omitted from the State Library law. 

The State Teachers' Association at Braddock Heights in 
June, 1912, was attended. Here encouraging reports were 
received from the libraries already established. The ac- 
quaintance of many teachers was made, whose help proved 
invaluable in visiting some of the counties later. A special 
effort has been made to attend the County Institutes. The 
Tri-County Institute of Caroline, Talbot, and Queen Anne's 
Counties was attended in both 1912 and 1913. The Cal- 
vert County Institute was attended in both years. The 
country work in Calvert County followed the Institute in 
1912 and thus better results followed than from the other 
institutes. In 1913, the Institutes of Kent, Cecil and the 
Tri-County Institute of Somerset, Worcester, and Wicom- 
ico Counties at Ocean City were attended. In nearly 
every case, time was given on the programme for the pres- 
entation of the work of the Commission. When it was 
possible, the field secretary remained two or three days to 
make the personal acquaintance of the teachers. The li- 
brary aids for teachers were presented and the ideas gained 
at other Institutes were passed along. If we have one of 
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our traveling libraries on exhibition at these Institutes, we 
can more forcibly present to the teachers the advantage of 
our work. The Eastern Shore Sunday School Convention 
at Salisbury in October 1913 was attended for two days and 
here too an opportunity was given to present to the Sunday 
School workers the different phases of our work. The 
annual meeting of the School Commissioners and County 
School Superintendents of the State was attended at the 
State Normal School in Baltimore December 5-6, 1912. 
A paper on "What the school can do for the library and 
what the library can do for the school" was read by the 
field secretary. Talks have been given in the school rooms 
and to many of the study clubs of the State. 

We have held in 1913 two Round Tables to bring our 
librarians together for an exchange of ideas and experiences: 
one in Baltimore at the Enoch Pratt Free Library's Central 
Building on June 12, and the other in Salisbury on October 
10. At the former we had eleven libraries represented by 
seventeen people. Two of our traveling libraries were on ex- 
hibition and helpful bulletins and pamphlets were displayed. 
Each library gave a report of the work it is doing and discus- 
sion followed. The librarians made the personal acquaint- 
ance of one another and expressed a desire that these meet- 
ings should be held often. Subsequent visits to the libraries 
show that the librarians have put in practice the ideas gained 
at these meetings. It is hoped that we may be able to hold 
these meetings in different parts of the State from time to time. 
We are planning to hold our third Round Table in Laurel 
in the spring of 1914. The ladies of the Laurel Library 
Association have offered to entertain the visiting librarians 
at lunch in the library. These Round Tables have not only 
brought our librarians in closer relationship with one another, 
but also have brought the Commission in closer touch with 
the librarians who responded to our invitation by letter and 
gave us information concerning their libraries. 

In making a second tour of the State, the towns having 
libraries and more especially those libraries started by the 
Commission have been visited. This second tour has been 
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most encouraging from the fact that libraries started by the 
Commission are doing good work and meeting the needs 
of the people. Two of these libraries will move into new 
buildings the first of the coming year. The libraries to whom 
we have given help have taken new leases of life and have 
expressed high appreciation of our aid. 

We need to visit our libraries in the counties at least once 
a year. In some cases, four years have lapsed between 
our visits. This coming year it will be five years since we 
have visited some of our western counties. The larger a 
library grows and the broader its field of usefulness the more 
need it has of trained help. The librarians have put in prac- 
tice the suggestions given them and, at a second visit, have 
had new problems to present. Since 1909 under our aus- 
pices, eight new libraries have been established and two 
old libraries have been re-opened. There are still many 
counties without any library advantages. We need to do 
more work in these counties to arouse the people to a sense 
of their need of libraries and, at the same time, to keep in 
touch with the libraries already established. This cannot 
be done without a personal visit to the counties and to the 
libraries. 

Below is a detailed account of the county work. Re- 
ports are given from some libraries which were not visited 
this year. These reports were sent in response to the in- 
vitation to our Round Tables. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY 

Ellersliej County Reading Club. No visit has been paid 
to this library since August 3, 1909. At the Round Table 
in Baltimore a report was received from the library. From 
the club of high school boys who fitted up the library a 
Young Men's Association has developed, with a member- 
ship of forty-seven, which meets every Monday evening. 
The library has grown, the people in the town have con- 
tributed toward it. They pay six dollars a month rent for 
their room. 
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ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

Towns visited while at work in other counties: David- 
sonville, Friendship, Galesville, McKendrie, Owensville, 
St. Margaret^s, Wilson. 

BALTIMORE COUNTY 

Parkville. Parkville Public School Library. This li- 
brary was represented at our Round Table in Baltimore. 
It is a school library but open to the public, no fee being 
charged for the use of the books. It is governed and sup- 
ported by the Literary Society of the school. The money 
is raised in many ways; a collection is taken up on Friday 
afternoons at the meeting of the Literary Society; a fair or 
a picnic is given at the end of the school year and ten dollars 
is given by the School Board. About eighty dollars ($80) 
a year is raised and this is spent for books. The library is 
open from September to June. At the close of the school 
year, each borrower has the privilege of taking five books, 
to be returned when school re-opens. The library has two 
thousand (2,000) volumes, and one hundred and seventy- 
five borrowers. Last year books were circulated three thou- 
sand (3,000) times. The library is open on Fridays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Miss Sabina Fleming is librarian. 

CALVERT COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: October 8-26, 1912, June 4-9, 
October 20-29, 1913. Towns visited: Barstow, Chaney- 
ville, Chesapeake Beach, Dunkirk, Huntington, Island 
Creek, Lower Marlboro, Owings, Port Republic, Prince 
Frederick, Solomon's Island, Sunderland. Towns reached 
by letter, telephone or interview: Bowens, Broome's Island, 
Mutual, St. Leonard's, SoUers. 

Prince Frederick, Two public meetings were held here, 
October 12 and 19, 1912, to discuss the possibility of estab- 
lishing a free public library for Calvert County. At the 
first meeting, it was proposed that a library association should 
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be organized, which would estabUsh and maintain a library. 
A committee was appointed to canvass the county. At 
the second meeting, it was reported that the project was 
favorably received by all and ^t least thirty-four people 
had pledged one dollar annually. The Calvert County 
Public Library Association was duly organized. Mr. Wm. 
W. Duke as President and Miss Mary Gray as Librarian. 
A draft of the constitution was made. On Sunday, October 
20, 1912, Rev. T. B. A. Allison of St. PauFs Church preached 
a sermon on education, the three topics of his sermon being 
the three important events of one week in Calvert County, 
namely: The Teachers' Institute, the visitation of the 
Bishop, and the visit of the field secretary of the Maryland 
Public Library Commission. 

The Calvert County Free Library was opened March 
1, 1913, in a room next to the post-office. By January 1914, 
the Association hopes to have possession of the old bank 
building of the Eastern Shore Trust Company, which will be 
fitted up as a library and reading-room. It is hoped that a 
Neighborhood Club may be organized and have its meetings 
in the library. 

On December 26, 1912, "Pocahontas'' was given and 
repeated January 4, 1913, and given again outdoors at a 
strawberry festival held at Buena Vista. On July 9, 1912, 
"The Rivals" was presented, and was repeated in Prince 
Frederick, July 12, 1912, and at Owings, July 15, 1912. 
From these entertainments the library netted two hundred 
and forty dollars ($240). Since January 1, 1913, the Calvert 
County Public Library Association had received four hun- 
dred and sixteen dollars ($416). There is now a balance 
on hand of $212.19 for the building fund and $820 for books 
and maintenance. 

The library now numbers 336 volumes with 114 borrowers 
and has circulated since its opening, 735 books. It was 
open Tuesday and Saturday afternoons, 2.30 to 5. During 
the winter months it is open Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings from 7.30 to 10. The rent of the room is $35 a 
year. Miss Mary Gray is librarian. The members of the 
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association take turns taking charge of the library, the young 
men havmg charge during the evening hours. 

CAROLINE COUNTY. 

Preston. The Preston Woman's Club Library. A re- 
port was received from this library at our Round Table in 
Salisbury. The library was established four years ago 
under the auspices of the Preston Woman's club, and con- 
tained 600 volumes, some of which are discarded books 
from the Enoch Pratt Free Library. The dues of the club 
have been used for the purchase of books. 

CARROLL COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: September 18-19, 1912. Town 
visited: Hampstead. 

Hampstead, The Hampstead Public Library was es- 
tablished on November 9, 1909, and was opened to the 
public in January, 1910, in the back room on the first floor 
of the J. Wm. Kelbaugh Building. The owner of the build- 
ing gave the rent free for the first six months and put up 
shelving for the books.. The library has since moved to 
new quarters. The library is a subscription library, mem- 
bership dues being $1,00 a year or ten cents a month. The 
traveling libraries have been borrowed ever since the open- 
ing. • These books are loaned free. They have been much 
appreciated and have been of great assistance to the li- 
brary. 

In 1912, two catastrophes have threatened the library. 
Lightning struck the chimney on one occasion and the 
falling of bricks broke a window. Another time a fire broke 
out in the other part of the building but happily was extin- 
guished before the library was reached. 

The Library is open on Saturday afternoons from 2 to 
4. The library is maintained under the auspices of the 
Hampstead Library Acsociation, the ladies of the Executive 
Committee taking turns acting as librarian. 
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CECIL COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: August 27-30, 1913. 

Elkton. The President of the Elkton Improvement 
Association promised to lay the matter of a library before 
the next meeting of the Association, but no action has yet 
been taken. 

CHARLES COUNTY. 

Tim6 spent in the county: June 14-25, 1912. Towns 
visited: Bel Alton, Bryantown, Dentsville, Grayton, 
Hughesville, Indian Head, La Plata, Pomonkey, Port To- 
bacco, Rock Point, Waldorf, Wayside, Wicomico. Towns 
interviewed: Marshall Hall, Newburg, Tompkinsville, Wel- 
come. 

La Plata. Two public meetings were held June 22 and 
24, 1912, for the establishment of a public library of Charles 
County. At the former, the Charles County Library Asso- 
ciation was formed, with Mr. John Button as President. 
At the second meeting, much interest and enthusiasm was 
shown. Committees on constitution, membership, room 
and furniture, and entertainment were appointed. It was 
proposed that an entertainment be held in the Fall to raise 
the necessary funds for the establishment of the library. 
No further steps have been taken as yet. 

DORCHESTER COUNTY. 

Time spent in the coimty: May 26-27, September 10- 
20, 1913. Towns visited: Cambridge, Church Creek, Gol- 
den Hill, Hurlock, Linkwood, Taylor's Island. 

Cambridge, Cambridge Public Library. Since 1900 
the Woman's Club has maintained the Cambridge Public 
Library. The library contains 1,500 carefully selected 
volumes. These include many standard sets and excellent 
works of reference. The subscription is $2.00 a year and 
the library has 42 borrowers. The library is housed in the 
Masonic Lodge room for which the Club pays $3.00 a month 
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rent. The library is open on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 
10 to 12 a.m. Miss M. Jeanie Byran gives her services as 
librarian. 

A public meeting was held at Cambridge on Wednesday 
evening, September 16, 1913, under the auspices of the 
Board of Trade, to discuss the establishment of a free pub- 
lic library. Steps had already been taken by that body 
toward obtaining a Carnegie building for Dorchester County 
and the County Commissioners have pledged themselves 
to support the same. The Woman's Club is ready to turn 
over their library for a free library. The meeting was well 
attended and eloquent speeches were made, favoring the 
project. A committee was appointed to formulate plans 
and secure private subscriptions to maintain a library, until 
the town and county are ready to accept the Carnegie gift. 
A week was spent here, helping the ladies install a card 
charging system and in repairing the books. 

Hurlock, The Hurlock Free Library is supported by 
the Village Improvement Association. The library is housed 
in the parlor of Mrs. E. S. Barber, who gives her services 
as librarian. The Town Commissioners pay $25 a year 
rent for the library. Mr. G. A. Thompson and sons gave 
the lumber for the shelving and also all the lumber used in 
the scenery for the plays given for the benefit of the library. 
Mr. De Zosia Walworth, son of Mr. Walworth who founded 
the library, does all the necessary printing free. 

A club of three little girls and two teachers subscribe to 
St. Nicholas and, when the library has finished with it, the 
magazine is given to the club. A Girls' Club contributes 
money toward the purchase of the newest books. These 
books are rented for five cents a book, until they pay for 
themselves, when they are put on the free shelves. Any 
contributing member of the club has the free use of the books, 
however. These books are covered with brown paper and 
the illustrated paper book covers are pasted over the brown 
paper to keep them fresh until they go on the free shelf. 
A new consignment of books arrived with the field secretary, 
Who assisted in preparing them for the shelves. 
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FREDERICK COUNTY. 

Time spent in county: June 25- July 1, 1912, October 
14-17, 1913. Towns visited: Braddock Heights, Catoc- 
tin Furnace, Frederick, Thurmont. 

Frederick City. The ladies of the Civic club are con- 
ducting a library campaign with the hope of opening a free 
public library in Frederick as a nucleus for the C. Burr Artz 
Memorial Library. The movement was started in the 
latter part of September, 1913. The class of 1915 of the 
Boys' High School was the first contributor to the library 
fund. A house to house campaign is being made and gen- 
erous contributions are coming in. Everyone is manifesting 
an interest in the movement. It is proposed that $2,000 
shall be raised for the establishment of the library and a 
library league shall be formed to maintain it, until it shall 
be turned over to the Artz trustees. Each individual gift 
will be used for a specific purpose, and the name of the donor 
plainly marked. The books purchased will bear book- 
plates giving the donor's name. All money given by the 
school children will be devoted to the children's department. 
The names of all contributors to the original library fund 
will be placed in the corner-stone of the Artz building. 

A visit was paid to Frederick, October 14r-17, 1913. 
The field secretary met with the library committee to dis- 
cuss plans and offer suggestions and a talk was made to the 
Art Club of Frederick. The schools were visited and talks 
given in the school rooms to solicit the support of the chil- 
dren. The teachers and children are all thoroughly interested 
and each one anxious to help. The newspapers are giving 
their earnest support to the movement. The conmiittee 
hope to open the library early in the year of 1914. 

The Artz fund and Hood bequest. The sum of $100,000 
was bequeathed to Frederick City by Mr. Christian Burr 
Artz, to be available after the end of two lives, for the erec- 
tion and maintenence of a library to be known as the C. 
Burr Artz Memorial Library. Mrs. Margaret E. S. Hood, 
at her death in December, 1912, left to the city, property val- 
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ued at $15,000 which may be used as a site, or converted 
into money, when the city shall come in possession of the 
Artz fmid. 

Emmitsburg, Emmitsburg Public Library. This li- 
brary too was represented at our Round Table in Baltimore. 
This library is not free, the subscription being $1,00 a year. 
The library is governed by an executive committee of five, 
selected by the subscribers. The library numbers 750 vol- 
umes and has 80 borrowers. The rent of the room is $40 
a year and librarian's salary is $52 a year. The library is 
open Wednesday and Saturday evenings from 6.30 to 7.20 
and on Saturday afternoons from 3 to 4. Miss Helen E. 
Zacharias is librarian. 

HARFOBD COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: June 4, 1912, August 8-26, 
1912, October 17-18, 1913. Towns visited: Bel Air, Car- 
diff, Churchville, Darlington, Dublin, Emmerton, Fallston, 
Forest Hill, Harford Furnace, Jarrettsville, Pylesville, 
Shawsville, Street, and Wilna. 

Bel Air, Two public meetings were held August 16 
and 24, 1912. At the former, the project of a public library 
for Harford County was enthusiastically discussed. The 
meeting was well attended and word was sent from some 
not present that good support would be given the movement. 
At the second meeting, the Harford Coimty Library Associa- 
tion was organized, with Mrs. Otho S. Lee as President. 
The Forest Hill Farmer's Club voted unanimously in favor 
of the movement, and sent a resolution of support. A 
committee of one from each commimity was appointed to 
present the matter at fraternal orders, farmers clubs, woman's 
clubs, etc. 

The Harford County Public Library was formally opened 
on August 20, 1913, in Bel Air in two rooms built for that 
purpose. These rooms are on the second floor of a building 
on the main street, opposite the post-office. The front 
room, furnished with mission furnitiu*e, is used as a reading 
room and is open all day. Two long window seats under 
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each window beside the chimney add to the cosiness and 
home-like appearance of the room. Current magazines 
and newspapers are found on the tables. A long counter 
and grill work separate this room from the library proper. 
The people are allowed to go to the shelves and select their 
own books during library hours. The library contains 815 
volimies, which are classified according to the Dewey decimal 
classification and a card charging system is used. The 
President made a careful study of Miss Stearns' book, 
Essentials of Library Administration, and has opened the li- 
brary with up-to-date methods. The field secretary paid 
a flying visit there on October 17, 1913, and met with the 
library board, each one of whom had questions to ask and 
problems to solve. The library has 161 borrowers. In 
the month of September, 249 volumes circulated, 130 of 
which were fiction. The library is supported by the Har- 
ford Coimty Library Association with a membership of 250, 
each one subscribing fifty cents a year. A foundation fund 
of $750 was subscribed. Generous gifts of money, books, 
and furniture were made. It is the intention of the associa- 
tion that books shall be placed at deposit stations throughout 
the county, to bring the books within easy reach of the 
county people. 

The rent of the rooms is $85 a year and librarian's salary 
$100. The reading room is open every day from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. The library is open Mondays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
Fridays, 7 to 9 p.m.; Wednesdays and Saturdays, 4 to 6 
p.m. Miss Minnie Nelson is librarian. 

Cardiff, About eight years ago a reading room was 
opened in Cardiff from funds raised by a festival. It was 
supported by volimtary contributions from the people of 
Cardiff. A two-story building was rented for the purpose, 
the second floor being devoted to games for the boys. It 
was supplied with current magazines and newspapers and a 
traveling library was borrowed. The building was open to 
the ladies in the afternoons and to the men and boys in the 
evenings. It was maintained for nearly two years and then 
fell into disuse. 
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HOWARD COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: November 14-27, 1912. 
Towns visited: Clarksville, Dajrton, Elkridge, EUicott City, 
Glenwood, Guilford, Highland, Jessups, Lisbon, Savage. 
Towns reached by letters: Annapolis Junction, Cookes- 
ville, Fulton, Marriottsville, Poplar Springs, Woodstock. 

EUicott City. A public meeting was held November 25, 

1912, to discuss the possibility of establishing a public li- 
brary in the town. Col. W. S. Powell presided. A com- 
mittee of three ladies was appointed to canvass the town to 
raise a fund of $200 for the establishment of the same. 
Thirty-five dollars were pledged on the spot for annual sub- 
scriptions. 

Elkridge Library. This library was opened on May 14, 

1913, as a result of the interest aroused by our traveling 
library, placed there after a visit to the town on November 
26, 1912. Miss Lina T. Stintz, the librarian, found the de- 
mand for books so great that she solicited gifts of 120 volumes 
and opened a library and reading room in an unoccupied 
room in her own home. She attended our Round Table 
in Baltimore, brought an interesting report of the library, 
and carried away ideas which she put in practice. They 
opened the library with 52 borrowers and the first month 
circulated books 116 times. The young people are taking 
a great interest and pride in the library and already in June 
the boys were gathering wood for use during the winter in 
the open fire-place. The library is furnishing entertainment 
and occupation for many of the young people. A Girls' Club 
has been organized in connection with the library and the 
proceeds from a lawn fete have enabled them to add 82 vol- 
umes to the library. The room has been freshly papered 
and painted. Miss Stintz and her brother give the room 
rent free to the library, as well as their services as librarians 
and in caring for the room. The library is open Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 2 to 5 and 7 to 10 p.m. 
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KENT COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: August 30 — September 2, 
September 29-October, 7, 1913. Towns visited: Better- 
ton, Chestertown, Fairlee, Galena, Kennedyville, Lynch, 
Massey, Millington, Rock Hall, Sassafras, Still Pond, Wor- 
ton. 

Chestertown, The Chestertown Public Library now num- 
bers 1,418 volumes, with 125 borrowers; but, unfortunately 
the Conmiittee have not yet found it possible to make the 
library free to all, fifty cents a year being the subscription 
fee. The library is maintained by the Woman's Literary 
Club, the members of the club taking turns acting as li- 
brarian. The club holds its meeting in the library and the 
room is given rent free by the Kent Mutual Insurance 
Company. The committee has put in practice the methods 
suggested during the visit in February, 1909. They con- 
tinue to classify the books according to the Dewey decimal 
classification. They are much pleased with the success of 
the card charging system, installed at that time and are 
looking forward to a card catalogue, when the field secre- 
tary may be able to give time to start the same. During 
the Kent Coimty Institute, September 2, 1913, the field 
secretary met with the library committee and problems were 
presented for discussion and solution. The library is open 
Tuesdays and Saturdays during the summer months from 
10 to 12 a.m. and in the winter months from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Mrs. H. C. Hughes is President of the club. Miss Belle 
Emory, Secretary. 

Still Pond, The Men's Literary and Social Club of 
Methodist Episcopal Church maintain a library and reading 
room in a room adjoining Mr. Schofield's store. The li- 
brary contains 180 volumes, principally discarded books 
from the Enoch Pratt Free Library. The library was opened 
in February, 1913. The reading room is open daily to mem- 
bers only. The club meets every Monday night with a 
program of debates, songs, recitations, etc. A traveling 
library is borrowed by the club and kept in a barber shop. 
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Mr. W. J. Clarke is President and Mr. C. T. Morris, Secre- 
tary. This library was visited on October 1, 1913. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: July 2-3 and 16-August 6, 
1912, December 9-10, 1912. Towns visited: Bamesville, 
Boyds, Brookeville, Clarksburg, Colesville, Damascus, 
Darnestown, Dawsonville, Etchison. Gaithersburg, German- 
town, Herman Church, Kensington, Laytonsville, Olney, 
Poolesville, Potomac, Rockville, Sandy Spring, Travilah, 
Woodmont. Towns reached by letters: Browningsville, 
Goshen. 

Kensington. Noyes Memorial Library is housed in a 
building which was the gift of Mr. B. F. Warner and is sup- 
ported by the income of the Noyes fund of $5,000. The 
library is not free, the subscription fee being a dollar a year. 
The library was visited August 3-6 and again on December 
9-10, 1912. The field secretary instructed the librarian 
in the classification of books and prepared lists of books 
for publication in the local papers. A trustees' meeting was 
held August 5. It was proposed that the librarj'^ be made 
free, since at present only $30 is received annually from the 
subscriptions. A public meeting was held, December 10, 
to discuss the possibility of making the library free, but no 
definite action was taken. It was suggested that a boys' 
club be organized to meet at the library on the evenings 
the library is not open. The trustees voted to purchase 
the necessary supplies for the cataloguing. Miss Warner 
and Miss Rand began the work of classifying and cata- 
loguing during the summer months. The library is open 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday evenings from 7 to 9, 
and Saturday afternoons from 4 to 6. The librarian's salary 
is $120 a year. Miss Isabel Rand is librarian. 

Rockville, Two public meetings were held July 23 and 
August 1, 1912, to discuss the possibility of a free public 
library for Montgomery County. At the former, a commit- 
tee of fifteen ladies was appointed to canvass the town 
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and learn the public sentiment. At the second meet- 
ing, it was reported that the project was favorably re- 
ceived and that $360 had been pledged for the establish- 
ment of a library, A committee of six men was appointed 
to call a meeting and formulate plans for an organization. 
The Montgomery County Library Association has since 
been organized, with Dr. Frederick Henderson as President. 



PRINCE George's county. 



Time spent in the county: October 27-29, November 
2-11, December 2-7, 1912; October 11-14, October lS-20, 
1913. Towns visited: Accokeek, Baden, Brandywine, 
Croome, Laurel, North Keys, Piscataway, Surrattsville, 
Upper Marlboro, Westwood, Woodville. Towns reached 
by letters: Forestville, Woodmoor. 

Croome. The Croome Free Library .was established in 
1908. It is located in the home of Miss Susie Willes, and 
contains about 600 volumes. The books are loaned with- 
out charge in a radius of six or eight miles and oc- 
casionally a book is borrowed and carried to Washington. 
There are no fines. $500 has been raised toward a build- 
ing fund. Miss Susie Willes is librarian. 

Laurel. This was made headquarters for part of the coun- 
try work in Howard County in December, 1912, thus giving 
the field secretary an opportunity to visit the Laurel Free 
Library and meet with the different committees. The 
town was again visited on October 13, 1913, and talks were 
given in the High School and at the Parochial School, in 
the interest of the library. The Laurel Free Library was 
opened in May, 1910„ under the auspices of the Laurel Li- 
brary Association. Mr. Frank H. Knowlton, President. 
The citizens of Laurel contributed time, money, and books 
towards its establishment. The library is classified and 
catalogued according to the Dewey decimal classification. 
A card catalogue was made by the ladies of the town under 
the direction of Mr. Knowlton. The library is well patron- 
ized by the school children. Several clubs of young people 
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contribute towards its support. The library has become 
an important factor in the community and is serving the 
country people. 

To meet the demand for the "best sellers," the library 
has adopted the plan of renting these books at five cents 
each, until each book has paid for itself, when it is placed on 
the free shelf. 

The library publishes an annual report. There are now 
2,000 volumes in the library, and 735 borrowers. Books 
were circulated 5,873 times last year. The library is open 
Monday afternoon from 2 to 5, and Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons from 7 to 9. The rimning expenses of the li- 
brary, exclusive of the purchase of books amounts to about 
$200 a year. The expenses last year were: rent $96, jani- 
tor's service $12 and books $75. Mrs. C. J. Halverson, and 
two assistants give their services as librarians. 

QUEEN ANNE's COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: September 3-9, 1912, October 
7, 1913. 

Centreville, The Centreville Public Library was visit- 
ed during the Institute held at Centreville, September, 
1912. Conferences were held with the President and offi- 
cers of the association, suggestions were given for the purchase 
of books, the books were re-arranged on the shelves, and 
those in need of binding and repairing were laid aside. At 
the Round Table held in Baltimore, the President reported 
that the suggestions had been carried out and that they found 
they could purchase twice as many books, that the old 
books had been rebound and the usefulness of the library 
had greatly increased. 

A story hour was held at the library, Saturday, Septem- 
ber 7, 1912. About twenty children were present. The 
children sat around in a ring on the floor. Although it was 
one of the hottest days, the children entered into the spirit 
of the occasion and told as many stories as the librarian. 

This library has done good work, ^ince it was re-opened 
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ton, 2; LaytonsviUe, 3; Olney, 2; Poolesville, 2; Potomac, 2; 
Rockville, 1; Sandy Spring, 1; Spencersville, 1; Travilah, 1. 

Prince George's County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 
19: Accokeek, 2; Aquasco, 2; Baden, 3; Croome, 1; Laurel, 
3; Northkeys, 1; Surratsville, 4; Upper Marlboro, 2; West- 
wood, 1. 

Queens Anne's County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 
14: Bryantown, 3; Queenstown, 4; Stevensville, 5; Sud- 
lersville, 2. 

St. Mary's County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 7: 
Leonardtown, 3; Mechanicsville, 1; Morganza, 2; Park 
Hall, 1. 

Somerset County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 2: 
Shelltown, 1; Upper Fairmount, 1. 

Talbot County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 3: 
Bozman, 1; Cordova, 1; McDaniel, 1. 

Wicomico County. Traveling Libraries circulated, 3: 
Hebron, 1; Nanticoke, 1; Salisbury, 1. 

The arrangement was continued with the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, by which books in the Library in New York 
Point or Line Letter were sent free of cost to any blind per- 
son in the State of Maryland. Through the generosity of 
the Federal Government these books are sent through the 
mails free of postage; but on accoimt of their size they are 
not delivered by letter carriers. There have been 15 readers 
of books for the blind, who borrowed 212 books. A detailed 
list of the places to which books were sent is as follows: 
Anne Arundel County: Severn; Baltimore County: Bay 
View, Loch Raven, White Hall; Charles County: Harris 
Lot, La Plata; Frederick County: Buckeystown, Woods- 
boro; Garrett County: Bittinger; Harford County: Bel 
Air, Forest Hill, Harve-de-Grace; Kent County: Golt; Wash- 
ington County: Hagerstown; Worcester County: Snow 
Hill. 

The expenses of the Conmiission from October 1, 1911, 
to October 1, 1912, the State's fiscal year, have been as 
follows: 



Drayage and freight $124 .94 

Postage 13 .09 

Printing and stationery 20 . 76 

Clerical work of Secretary's office, cata- 
loguing, etc 214 .05 

Binding 19.15 

Books 391 .79 

Salary (including expenses) of Field Sec- 
retary 600.00 

Miscellaneous expenses 4 .50 

The expenses of the Commission from October 1, 1912, 
to October 1, 1913, have been as follows: 

Books $612.56 

Drayage and freight 204 .45 

Postage 14 .90 

Printing and stationery 11 .00 

Clerical work of Secretary's office, cata- 
loguing, etc 398 .40 

Binding 68.30 

Salary (including expenses) of Field Secre- 
tary 495.00 

Miscellaneous expenses 37 . 71 

The Trustees of the Enoch Pratt Free Library have con- 
tinued to permit the Commission to have its office in their 
Central Building. 

The Conunission has been unable to render service in 
the way of advising those who were desirous of establishing 
public libraries, or of sending one hundred dollars worth of 
books to libraries established under the Act, because of the 
small amount of funds at our disposal. 

Respectfully submitted for the Commission, 

M. Bates Stephens, 

President, 
Bernard C. Steiner, 

Secretary and Treasurer 



in June, 1909. It is now housed in a two-roomed building, 
is free to all, and is supported by the Centreville Public 
Library Association, with 132 members, paying one dollar 
a year. In the simmier of 1912, two entertainments were 
held for the benefit of the library: at the first, a festival, 
$94.72 was cleared, and at the second, a concert held during 
the week of the Teachers' Institute, $25 were cleared. 

The library has adopted the plan of charging five cents 
for the loan of a new book, until the book has circulated ten 
times and practically paid for itself. The book is then 
placed of the free shelf. The proceeds from this fund are 
used for the purchase of new books only. 

The library is open Tuesday and Saturday afternoons from 
2 to 6 and on Saturday evenings from 7 to 8.30. The rent 
is $72 a year and the librarian's salary $65. In 1912 the 
library numbered 1450 voliunes with 467 borrowers. Miss 
Matilda B. Keating is librarian. 

Queenstoum, The Queenstown Public Library was closed 
June 24, 1911, owing to the illness of the former libra- 
rian. Miss Ella A. Aker. An association of ladies was organ- 
ized with Mrs. W. D. Friel as President and the library was 
re-opened, April 13, 1912. Until new quarters could be 
found for the library, the Queenstown News gave the room 
rent free and the ladies took turns acting as librarian on 
Satm-day afternoons. A visit was paid to this library on 
September 9, 1912. At the time of our Round Table in 
Salisbury, a report was received from the library. The 
library has moved into its new quarters and is open twice 
a week, with a paid librarian in charge. The library is sup- 
ported entirely by private subscriptions and had $16.45 in 
the treasury, with all expenses paid. A new catalogue is 
in the process of preparation. Three hundred and ten vol- 
umes have been issued since December 4, 1912. Mrs. 
Lillian Embert is librarian. 

Church HiU, St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church 
Reading-Room. The Parish House was fitted up in Janu- 
ary, 1913, as a reading room. It is open every day and 
evening. The room is supplied with the current magazines 
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and newspapers and quiet games. The room is attractively 
finished in green and furnished with mission furniture. 

This town was visited on October 7, 1913, during the 
stay in Kent County. A well attended meeting was held 
at the Methodist Episcopal Church in interest of the travel- 
ing libraries. 

Sudlersville was visited the same day and a good meeting 
held at the school house. 

ST. Mary's county. 

Time spent in the county: June &-13, 1912. Towns 
^sited: Chaptico, Charlotte Hall, Leonardtown, Mechan- 
icsville, St. Mary's City. Towns reached by letter or 
interview: Morganza, Park Hall, Ridge, St. Inigoes. 

Leonardtown, A public meeting was held at Leonard- 
town, Jime 11, 1912, to discuss the possibility of making free 
to the public, the library belonging to the St. Mary's Read- 
ing-Room and Debating Society. The library has a good 
collection of books and owns the small brick building in 
which it is housed. It is used little even by the members 
of the Society. It was proposed that the Debating Society 
be organized with a view of reviving the Society and the 
Library, but no steps have as yet been taken in that direc- 
tion. 

Charlotte Hall. The Charlotte Hall Reading Club has 
a library of 450 volimies kept in the home of Miss Willie 
E. Canter. The membership fees are $1.25 the first year 
and $1.20 the second year. Non-members are allowed to 
borrow books at the rate of five cents a book. 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: May 14-17, 1913. 

Princess Anne, Princess Anne Public Library. This 
library was opened on July 2, 1910, as a result of a public 
meeting held January 12 of the same year. The books 
belonging to the Manokin Lending Library, which Miss 
Mary Crisfield has conducted for a number of years, were 
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presented to the library. The library was opened in the 
second story room over a shop, for which the association 
paid $12 a year rent. The room is attractively furnished, 
but the surroundings are far from attractive and the li- 
brary soon outgrew the room. 

A public meeting was held May 15, 1913, to discuss plans 
for securing a suitable building. Two possibiUties were 
discussed: A building on a main street, offered for $600, 
and the old railroad station, which had been offered for sale. 
The latter was viewed with more favor and a committee was 
appointed to find a lot for the building. As a result the 
Pennsylvania Railroad presented the old station and con- 
gratulated the ladies of Princess Anne upon their public spirit 
in establishing a library for the town. The National Bank 
furnished a site in the rear of their building for a nominal 
ground rent. The building was moved in October. Great 
interest was shown in the moving, which took three days. 
A New York architect, who was visiting in Princess Anne 
at the time, drew up a plan for the re-modellmg of the 
building and the surrounding grounds which wiU be carried 
into effect, as soon as the necessary funds are available. 
The library now niunbers 1,100 volumes, with 186 borrowers. 
The subscription is $1.00 a year, or five cents a book. There 
is an annual income of $250. The librarian's salary is $12 a 
year, rent $12, and janitor's service 15 cents a week. The 
library is opened Saturday afternoons from 4 to 6. The 
librarian is Miss Amanda E. Lankford, with Miss Eleanor 
D. Bratton as assistant. 

WICOMICO COUNTY. 

• 

Salisbury. The Roimd Table held at Salisbury on Oc- 
tober 10, 1913, was attended by the teachers of the town and 
a number of the prominent citizens. The reports from li- 
braries in other towns brought forth a lively discussion of 
plans for a public library in Salisbury. A committee was 
appointed to call a large mass meeting on October 20, 1913, 
to waken interest in the movement. 
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WORCESTER COUNTY. 

Time spent in the county: May 19-26, 1913. 

Berlin. Berlin Library was opened in February, 1910, 
under the auspices of the Berlin Library Association, Miss 
Rozelle P. Handy, President. This library is run on a small 
income. It reaches a large number of people and its statis- 
tics show that a large percentage of non-fiction books are 
read. The librarians carry on their work in the true mis- 
sionary spirit; they go out and seek the readers and see 
that the right book reaches the right person. There is a 
bulletin board outside of the library on which are posted 
pictures and notes of current events. The library is housed 
rent-free in the voting booth. The day before election day 
the magazines (of which the library has a good supply 
owing to the generosity of the patrons) are tied up in bun- 
dles of fifty or a hundred each, and are distributed to the 
country people, who greatly appreciate them. Curtains 
are hung over the shelves and the books are undisturbed 
by the voters. 

The books in the library are classified; the works of 
fiction are arranged alphabetically by authors; a card 
charging system is used. The library is free to all, but 
there can be only one borrower in a family in which there is 
no subscriber to the association. The annual income of the 
library does not exceed $80. In 1912, the subscriptions 
amounted to $25, $15.21 were received from fines, and $40 
from an entertainment. Outside of the necessary expenses 
of fuel, light, janitor's service, etc., the income is spent for 
books. New books are purchased twice a year. Books 
on questions of the day and other works of non-fiction as 
well as fiction are purchased. The annual report is pub- 
lished in the county papers. The library now numbers 
950 volumes, with 234 borrowers. In 1912, books were 
circulated 3,782 times. The Friendly Library lends 150 
volumes to this library, which books are placed on the 
shelves with their own. The library is open on Wednes- 
day and Saturday afternoons from 2 to 4.30. Miss Mar- 
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garetta E. Purnell and two assistants give their services as 
librarians. 

Edst Berlin. Friendly Library. Here we have a county 
library on a small scale, with nine stations throughout the 
country-side. The Friendly Library was established in 
October, 1908, by Miss Rozelle P. Handy, who lives about 
five miles from Berlin. Through the generosity of her 
friends, she gathered together 500 voliunes. The library 
now numbers 1,600 volumes. She placed tyi)e written lists 
at the stores in the neighborhood, with the request that the 
people make out list of books wanted. The books are kept 
at Miss Handy's home in a book-case build in a sheltered 
corner of the porch. Applications for books are made 
through the stores. Miss Handy carries the books to and 
from the stores and only in the case of invalids or people too 
old to go to the store does she deliver the books to the homes. 
There are no fines and fees and she does not insist that books 
come back on time (three weeks being the limit), but the 
books always come in on demand. Miss Handy keeps a 
record, showing just what books each person has read and 
what persons have read each book. As the books are 
usually read by each member of the family, a book is not 
sent to a family a second time, unless the younger children 
have grown up and demand it. 

In the past year, she has added linen books and A-B-C 
books for the little children. These have been greatly appre- 
ciated. All her financial help and gifts come from the out- 
side. She is fortunate in having many friends interested 
in the library and is constantly receiving gifts. 

The library has 368 borrowers, the yoimgest of whom 
is only three years old. Last year 2,800 books were loaned, 
400 of which were non-fiction. These figures do not repre- 
sent the actual number of times a book is read, for a book is 
often read by every member of the family before it is re- 
turned. 

Pocomoke City. The Pocomoke City Public Library was 
closed in July, 1912, and the librarian's salary was in arrears 
several months. It was re-opened in January, 1913, a high 
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school student giving his services as librarian two days a week. 
The library occupies a room, rent free, in the Fireman's 
building. Each member of the association pays as much as 
he is able. The library is limited to the use of the members 
only. The Pocomoke City Library Association held a pub- 
lic meeting at the Library on May 19, 1913. It was voted 
to re-organize the Library association and to revise the 
constitution, making the library free to all. New officers 
were appointed and a conmiittee on the revision of the 
constitution was named. 

Snow Hill. The library opened by Mrs. North in March, 
1910, has fallen into disuse and the books are scattered. 
Only one day was spent here and over thirty people were 
interviewed. Nearly every one was interested and anxious 
to see a public library established. A public meeting was 
held at the High School on the afternoon of Thursday, May 
22, 1913. All present reported that the public opinion 
favored a public library. A committee of three was appointed 
to canvass the town to solicit funds during the summer 
months and report at the second meeting to be held in the 
Fall. 



The people are every day showing their thorough appre- 
ciation of the work of the commission. The expenditure 
of $1,000 for new books has enabled us to add 43 new travel- 
ing libraries and thoroughly to revise our old libraries. We 
have been able to put more children's books in our libraries, 
and add attractive illustrated editions of the standard works. 
We made up ten libraries composed entirely of children's 
books. These have been enthusiastically received by the 
teachers in the rural schools. We made up four more spe- 
cial libraries on demand, namely; two on home economics, 
one on France, and one on social science. The study clubs 
have appreciated these. Other clubs and neighborhoods 
are calling for these same libraries and the demand for the 
special Ubraries is steadily increasing. 

The work has progressed so rapidly that we feel, more 
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and more, the need of a necessity of having some one regu- 
larly employed for our clerical and stenographic work. The 
Enoch Pratt Free Library has been most kind in allowing 
us to make our headquarters in their building and in lending 
us assistance. We are making more demands, however, than 
they can supply. In traveling, the field secretary finds it 
necessary to ask frequently for some stenographic work. At 
the various Teachers' Institutes, data and lists are gathered 
which, if they could be mimeographed might be passed 
along to the teachers in other counties. Helpful lists for 
the librarians of the State could be prepared. We need to 
keep on file, technical books, pamphlets, and other library 
aids, that the librarians of the State may have ready access 
to and that all inquiries from the libraries may be promptly 
answered. In fact, the Commission should have a head- 
quarters, which shall be a center for all the library interests 
of the State. 

We need a general library, from which we may make 
selections of books. The traveling libraries we have are 
in fixed groups. To be of greater service to the schools and 
to the study clubs in the rural communities, we should be 
able to supply books for special study on any subject. Fre- 
quently demands have come for libraries on special subjects, 
which we cannot supply. We should be able to supply 
libraries suitable for the need of each conmiunity. 

In submitting this report, I wish to express to the Com- 
mission my appreciation of the help each member and the 
Commission as a whole have given me, without which the 
field work could not have been carried on to the point it 
now has reached. It is a great satisfaction, in looking back 
over the year, to find many of the requests in the report of 
1909 granted. The people themselves have shown their 
appreciation of the fulfillment of these requests. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARY P. FARR. 
October SI, 1913. 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 
Maryland Public Library Commission 

Established by Chapter 505 of the Laws op 1910 
Code of Pvblic Oeneral Laws^ Article 77, Sections 95 to 115 

(November 1917-November 1919) 

Members: 

Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., Frederick, President. 

Miss Nettie Mace, State Librarian, Annapolis, Anne 

Arundel County. 
Mrs. M. a. Newell, Baltimore, Secretary and 

Treasurer. 
Bernard C. Steinbr, Ph.D., Librarian of The Enoch 

Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 
M. Bates Stephens, Ph.D., Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, Denton, Caroline Coimty. 
Miss Helen Frances Carleton, Field Secretary and 

Library Organizer. 

His Excellency 
Hon. Emerson C. Harrington, 
Governor of Maryland^ 
Annapolis, Md. 

My Dear Sir: — ^As President of the Maryland Public 
Library Commission, I take pleasure in submitting this our 
fifth biennial report, including report and recommendations 
of the Field Secretary who served us longest during that 
period. 

During the entire biennium two vacancies, one by declina- 
tion and one by resignation, existed in the Commission in 
the group of appointive members. This was something of 
a disadvantage, as with a quota of only two appointive and 
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three ex-officio members, the Conmiission was unable to 
exert the influence that should have been possible, and the 
appointive group was only half the size and strength con- 
templated in the Act, creating the Commission. While 
according full credit to the faithful and unselfish service of 
the three ex-ofl5cio members, who in addition to their ardu- 
ous duties as State Superintendent of Education, State 
Librarian, and Librarian of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
gave unstintedly of their time and energy to serve the State 
on this Conmiission, it is still unfortimate that but two 
appointive members were compelled to bear their propor- 
tionate share of the burden where four could have accom- 
pUshed so much more and with correspondingly less effort. 
The Conunission suffered under a further disadvantage in 
the frequent change of Field Secretaries, three having served 
diuing the biennium. This is an indirect result of our 
meager appropriation and the consequent uncertainty of 
our future course of action. The fact has been quite patent 
to us all that the continuous employment of a Field Secretary 
was only made possible by the accumulation of funds during 
the temporary embarrassment of the State Treasury within 
the previous biennium, and that such continuity would not 
be possible out of the appropriation, granted by the last 
legislature. Properly quaUfied persons cannot be secured 
or retained when neither adequate support nor continuous 
employment can be assured. Miss Emma W. S. Scott, who 
had served us so well and faithfully during the previous 
biennium, resigned June 1, 1918. Miss Edith F. Vermeule 
served from July 1,1918 to July 1, 1919, resigning to accept 
a more congenial and lucrative position. Her report and 
recommendations, printed herewith, are worthy of careful 
study. Miss Helen Frances Carleton has been with us 
since September 20, 1919. 

The third disadvantage, and by far the most deep seated 
and far reaching in its effects, arises from an inadequate 
appropriation for the work of the Conmiission. The entire 
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Commission appeared before the Chief Executive by ap- 
pointment in September, 1917, and laid before him the whole 
matter, showing work being accomplished and the possibili- 
ties of far more productive work were the appropriation 
increased to $5000 per annum. Later the officers of the 
Commission met the Executive by request and described 
fully the desired budget and the work that might reasonably 
be accomplished by means of it. The result was an advance 
from $1500 to $2000 per annum, but not the expected and 
greatly needed $5000. 

As a result one of the proposed advances in the Com- 
mission's plans was made — that of removal to permanent 
separate headquarters at the State Normal School at 
Towson; but a second — ^that of engaging and retaining a 
Secretary permanently in the field — ^has not been accom- 
plished, and cannot reasonably be expected with the present 
appropriation. 

The headquarters of the Library Commission were re- 
moved the middle of last November from the Enoch Pratt 
Library, where, owing to the hospitaUty of the trustees of 
that institution, and the interest of its Ubrarian, Dr. Bernard 
C. Steiner, a member of this Conmiission, they had been 
estabUshed since 1902. Through the influence of another 
member of the Commission, Dr. M. Bates Stephens, State 
Superintendent of Public Education, conmiodious and attrac- 
tive quarters were secured in the Administration Building 
of the State Normal School near Towson, where the open- 
shelf system has been adopted and other advantages 
introduced. 

In addition to carrying on its usual duties, and aiding as 
far as possible in war-Ubrary promotion, this Commission 
lent the efficient services of its Field Secretary, Miss Edith 
F. Vermeule, for more than a month to assist in the drive 
for war-community needs. 

Several interesting developments have occurred in library 
movements in the last year, largely through the inspiration 
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and assistance of the Public Library Commission. Some 
months before the signing of the Armistice, the United 
States Government established an important plant at Perry 
Point contiguous to Perryville in Cecil County and along 
with niunerous other instrumentahties, a Ubrary was pro- 
jected, to be maintained and enjoyed by the citizens of 
PenyviUe and the employees ^.nd their f amiUes at Perry 
Point. The Library Commission was promptly on the 
ground and by the loan of six traveling libraries afforded the 
immediate nucleus for a circulating collection of books. 
With the cessation of hostilities the Perry Point war plant 
has been converted into a pubUc health station and a hospital 
for convalescent soldiers, and the library promises to be one 
of its most important assets. The authorities have had the 
extraordinary fortune to secure the services of Miss Harriet 
E. Hassler of national reputation in library work. Miss 
Hassler is employed in the joint capacity of librarian and 
social worker and anticipates a broad range of successful 
effort. At the end of September, she reports an enrollment 
of 292 local members and a circulation for 15 days of 478 
volimaes. Over 100 new members were enrolled in October, 
and the circulation reached 1000 volimaes for that month. 

Promising library work has been introduced in con- 
nection with conmumity rooms in Crisfield and Salisbury. 

The Maryland Historical Society is established in its 
new and attractive quarters on Park Avenue near Monu- 
ment Street. 

The Library in Belair affords a model of successful 
management, both in circulation and in finances. It is 
under the control of an Executive Council, of which Mrs. 
Otho Lee is President. It is supported by membership 
dues, donations, entertainments, etc. 

During the interim from the first of October, 1917, to 
the first of June, 1918, our Field Secretary, Miss E. W. H. 
Scott, visited various counties, notably Calvert, Charles, 
St. Mary's and Frederick, in all of which she did acceptable 
work. 



The subjoined report of Miss Scott's successor, Miss 
Vermeule, speaks for itself* The Commission has fully 
reaUzed by experience that the services of a field worker 
are absolutely indispensable to the propagation and growth 
of library development. Enthusiasm is aroused by her visits 
and results not alone in interest in the travelling Ubraries 
but in efforts to establish permanent libraries in small towns 
and in schools. At the present time a trained worker along 
this line cannot be obtained for less than $125 a month, 
exclusive of travelling expenses. It is readily seen, therefore, 
that the present appropriation of $1000 for the Field Secre- 
tary's salary — or one-half of the whole appropriation — ^is 
wholly inadequate. An office secretary, also, is necessary for 
a part of each day on account of routine work such as ship- 
ping and receiving Ubraries, etc. The Commission has been 
able to pay this officer only $10 a month. It is evident 
that only the most economical expenditure of the arrear 
appropriation of several years ago has enabled the work 
to be maintained. This accumulation is almost expended: 
then—? 

The cost of printing this report is considerably more 
than the whole apportionment for printing for the year. 

Maryland stands far behind any and every State in the 
Union in the amount of her appropriation for library exten- 
sion. Delaware's appropriation for Ubrary work, in 1918, 
was $3200. Indiana appropriated $12,500. Kentucky, 
$6000. 

Can we afford to allow Maryland to remain longer in 
the last line of States engaged in probably next to the most 
far-reaching educational agency now in operation? Un- 
like the schools, travelling Ubraries are confined to no age, 
condition, or sex. They are not restricted to large towns 
and communities. They go wherever three or more lovers 
of books desire them. City Ubraries are great reservoirs 
of information and Uteratu^e; travelling Ubraries are the 
rivulets of knowledge and recreation which permeate^very 
rural section of the coimtry. 
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HEPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY MISS EDITH F. 

VERMEULE 

July, 1918-Jult, 1919 

During the year July, 1918-July, 1919 the Field Secretary 
has visited practically all sections of the state. The demand 
for Travelling Libraries is found to be fairly steady, and 
this not a direct result of the Secretary's visit in many cases, 
as most vicinities appear to be aware of the travelling library 
privilege offered by the State Conmiission. The usefulness 
and popularity of these libraries could be greatly increased 
if a sufficient book fund were available to meet the constant 
demand for new books and for books on special subjects. 
The cost of books has risen so sharply that small and ill- 
financed libraries find themselves entirely imable to purchase 
even half as many new books as their income formerly 
suppUed, so that they must depend upon the traveUing 
library to keep their collections in any way up-to-date. The 
call for juvenile books is particularly urgent, especially 
attractive illustrated books for younger children. The 
county and home demonstration agents of the State Agri- 
cultural College compile lists of books dealing directly with 
the work which they are trying to further among the rural 
population, and the Conmiission should be able to supply 
commimities with these books upon demand. 

It is a matter of regret to have to report that Ubrary 
interest in the State is less keen than we should like to see 
it. The lack of tax support is almost sure death, in time, 
to an unendowed library, and there are many examples of 
this condition in Maryland at present. The Field Secretary 
has endeavored to bring out the vital necessity of tax support 
for public Ubraries in talks at schools, at women's clubs, 
at church meetings, at educational and agricultural insti- 
tutes, and to individuals everywhere. Three libraries which 
have started in the State during the year, at Perryville, 
Hidgely and Crisfield, are being enthusiastically welcomed 
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by the people in these communities, and it is hoped that 
help from town funds may be forthcoming. The organizer 
has given all the time possible toward helping these Ubraries 
to get a start by installing modem library methods, as far 
as limited equipment permitted, advising in book selection, 
and formulating a poUcy of library management, hours of 
openmg, etc., where such advice was desired. It is found 
that communities are exceedingly appreciative of this sort 
of help, and that they would be proportionately grateful 
if the Commission were able to give them even slight finan- 
cial assistance. As a rule it is easier to raise money for a 
given project if the community is assured of a nucleus 
through State aid. 

It appears to the Field Secretary that the work of the 
Commission is almost hopelessly handicapped for any really 
aggressive campaign by its present lack of funds. By 
request of the Commission therefore, she has outUned a 
poUcy which in her opinion is necessary for the continued 
life and increased growth of the Commission's work. Her 
suggestions are as follows: 

A proper development of the work of the Maryland 
PubUc Library Conmiission can be accomplished only 
through a sufficient office force, proper equipment and the 
necessary book-supply. 

A full time office assistant is needed to devote her entire 
time to the inniunerable details of the Travelling Libraries, 
to correspondence, and to the reference work which should 
be an important part of the TravelUng Library system. 
A subject collection should be maintained, in which books 
of reference are supplemented by magazines, pamphlets 
And clippings whereby data may be supplied to people not 
having access to a pubUc library, and special student needs 
may be met by individual loans. Such aid as is provided 
by program outlines, debate material, bibliographies, pictures 
and the like should be a recognized and systematized part 
of the work of any Ubrary commission which hopes to 

7 



demonstrate the value of library service. Work of this 
character requires trained ability in the office secretary, 
ability to collect and coordinate material, to maintain down- 
to-date files of reading, subject, and purchasing lists and 
pamphlets, to do research work, to assist the Secretary with 
the work of compiling special lists and collections, to do 
accurate and time-saving cataloging and accessiom'ng. The 
Secretary, in addition to administrative, clerical and techni- 
cal duties, book selection and purchase, and instructional 
and advisory work through correspondence, must perform 
the duties of field worker and library organizer for the State, 
conduct Ubrary campaigns, address public meetings and 
meet with Ubrary boards when called upon for such service. 
Her field work will go for little if not backed up by intelligent 
cooperation from the office and by sufficient funds to pur- 
chase the books for which field work brings out the need. 
Community, school, farm, home economics, and Boy Scout 
libraries are a few of the calls which come to the Commission 
office and which it is impossible to fill without money for 
book purchase. Prices have advanced too, not only for 
books, but stationery, catalog cards, postage and office 
supplies and equipment, of which latter, much in the way 
of adequate desk, fiUng cases and the Uke are necessary for 
efficient handling of the office end of the work. 

Several methods of furthering library interests in the 
State present themselves: 

f 

1. THBOUGH THE SCHOOLS 

The Commission's work might well include the prepara- 
tion of lists for model school libraries, assistance in classify- 
ing and grading lists for Ubrary bulletins of the department 
of pubUc instruction, and the contribution of articles on 
Ubrary topics for the bulletins issued by the department. 
Some commissions offer to reorganize the Ubrary of any 
high school if the local school board will pay the organizer's 
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expenses while at work. School library organization is 
badly needed in Maryland. A school reading list might be 
compiled and books included in the list sent by mail to the 
various schools. The fact of the Conunission's housing in 
the Normal School gives opportunity for stress to be laid 
on the importance of book selection for school libraries and 
for arousing more general interest in the whole subject among 
the teaching force of the State. A highly developed school 
libraries department in the Commission would command 
the attention of State, county and district school superin- 
tendents, who in turn would advertise its available lists 
and advice in commimities where library interests need 
constant stimulus. 

2. COOPERATIVE WORK 

The Conmiission should cooperate wherever possible 
with other State institutions, furnishing group libraries and 
special books to university extension instructors, to classes 
and to organizers, and assisting when desired in the selection 
of books to be purchased by charitable and penal institutions 
of the State, as well as furnishing books which have been 
withdrawn from the Travelling Libraries, to county and 
State sanatorimns. Women's Clubs and State departments 
may be active agencies for extending and developing library 
interests. The Commission should be in a position to offer 
help as a bureau of information and as a reference library 
to officials and other assistants, and in the case of the State 
agricultural college to purchase and circulate books recom- 
mended by its extension department. 

3. INDIVIDUAL LOANS 

There are hundreds of people, some young, some older, 
who cannot leave their work and their homes to attend 
school or college, and who yet want to educate themselves. 
They must have special information on special subjects so 
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collected and arranged as to make it available for consecutive 
study. The Commission should make special arrangements 
to serve these people. In the same way when a group of 
people organizes to study any particular subject, the Com- 
mission should prepare and send to it a special collection 
of books covering the work to be studied, with an outline 
so that the course may be systematically pursued, in addi- 
tion to keeping constantly in correspondence with the clubs 
and sending them special books needed for special topics, 
and otherwise assistmg them in their study. This work 
may almost parallel the work of a correspondence school. 
Close cooperation between the Library Commission and the 
University extension division would be essential in order to 
prevent duplication and waste. 

4. BOOK WAGON ROUTES 

Book wagons have proved in other States, and indeed 
in one of our own counties, to be as satisfactory work as 
a State library commission can undertake. There is no 
measuring the inspiration and recreation that this service 
brings to people far from towns and villages. It is interest- 
ing to note in this connection that our neighboring State of 
Delaware maintaias 22 book wagon routes, and that its 
Library Commission appropriation, despite disparity in size 
and wealth of the two States, is $1200 larger than that 
granted to Maryland. In fact it is doubtful whether any 
other library commission in the country receives as low an 
appropriation as Maryland. 

5. PUBLICITY 

In a State where Ubrary service is as little known as 
in Maryland all possible publicity that can be given the 
Commission and its work should be striven for. There 
should be graded reading lists, finding Usts, circular letters, 
and library exhibits. The Commission should also distrib- 
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ute and loan many of the pamphlets of the American 
Library Association Publishing Board and other library 
publications which are helpful to small libraries. Library 
exhibits of books and pictures should be routed to schools, 
fairs, etc., throughout the state. It is also advisable that 
whenever possible speakers from outside be secured to 
present the work of library commissions as it is developed 
in other States. 

Maryland Public Library Commission 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the Maryland 
Public Library Commission for the Year Ending 

September SO, 1918 

RECEIPTS 

State appropriation for expenses. . $1500 . 00 

Application fees 71 .53 

Received for lost books 10 .90 

Received for books sold 28 .85 

Interest 56.04 

Total receipts $1667.32 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Books $357.79 

Loan of books from Enoch Pratt 
Library for the bUnd, repair of 

books, etc.* 117 .90 

Stationery 36.25 

Printing 40.95 

Postage 37 .02 

Travelling expenses 262 .63 

Freight charges 229.39 

Salaries 1190.00 

Total disbursements $2271 .93 

Arrearage appropriation of 1915-'16, used. 
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Maryland Public Library Commission 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the Maryland 
Pvblic Library Commission for the Year Ending 

September SO, 1919 

receipts 

State appropriation for expenses.. $2000 .00 

Application fees , . . 39 .01 

Received for lost books 8 .88 

Repaid for binding 21 .00 

Interest 31 .35 

Total receipts $2100.24 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Books bought $131 .62 

Loan of books for the blind from 

the Enoch Pratt Library 68 .66 

Stationery 36.32 

Rebinding books 117 .55 

Postage 26.81 

Travelling expenses 207.70 

Freight charges 138.85 

Salaries 1020.00 

Removal, furniture, shelving, etc., 344 . 60 

Telephone and telegraph 4 .00 

Janitor's services 19 .00 

Total disbursements $2115.10 

Arrearage appropriation for 1915-'16, used. 

Total disbursements J4266.03 
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TRAVELLING LIBRAEIES SENT OUT — OCTOBER 1, 1917- 

OCTOBER 1, 1919 



Allegany 14 

Anne Arundel 8 

Baltimore 5 

Calvert 13 

Caroline 13 

Carroll 16 

Cecil 9 

Charles 3 

Dorchester 8 

Frederick 9 

Garrett 13 

Harford 9 

Respectfxilly submitted for 



Howard 

Kent 

Prince George. 
Queen Anne . . 

St. Mary's 

Somerset 

Talbot 

Washington. . . 

Wicomico 

Worcester . . . . 



Total 

the Conmiission. 
Joseph H. Apple, 

President. 
Mrs. M. a. Newell, 

Secretary. 



3 
2 

10 
14 
13 
10 
12 

6 
15 

3 

208 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 
Maryland Public Library Commission 

Established by Chapter 505 of the Laws of 1910 
Code of Public General Laws, Article 77 Sections 95 to 115 

(November, 1919-November, 1921) 

Members: 

Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., Frederick, President. 

Mrs. M. a. Newell, Baltimore, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Miss Mary Garnett McCarty, State Librarian, An- 
napolis, Anne Arundel County. 

Bernard C. Steiner, Ph.D., Librarian of The Enoch 
Pratt Library, Baltimore. 

Albert S. Cook, A.B., A.M., State Superintendent of 
Education, Baltimore. 

A. L. HoDGDON, M.D., Pearson, St. Mary's County. 

Mrs. Otho S. Lee, Belair, Harford County. 

Miss Marion F. Batchelder, B.S., Field Secretary and 
Library Orgaiiizer. 

Miss Naomi Johnson, Office Secretary. 

His Excellency 

Governor Albert C. Ritchie, 

Annapolis y Md. 

. Dear Sir: — The President and members of the Maryland 
Public Library Commission take pleasure in submitting to you 
the report for the last two years of their work. 

Owing to increased financial appropriation, the Commission 
has been able to enlarge its facilities, extend its operations and 
strengthen its achievements. For the first time since its organ- 
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ization, it has been able to afford, in addition to a field secre- 
tary, the continuous services of an office secretary. Such an 
official has proved an exceeding advantage in promoting routine 
correspondence, preserving records, classifying books, shipping 
libraries, etc., and has rendered herself indispensable. 

The Field Secretary, too, has been active and efiicient, 
as her report (herewith appended) will show. She has visited 
almost every part of the State, endeavoring to arouse and stim- 
ulate interest in libraries; to increase the circulation of travel- 
ing libraries, and to afford needed and important technical 
assistance in instructing volunteer librarians in accessioning 
and cataloguing books. 

Thanks to the State Board of Education, the Commis- 
sion still occupies offices in the State Normal School Build- 
ing near Towson. In this connection, we wish to express 
sincere appreciation of the many courtesies extended to us 
and our employees by the Management of the School. For 
a variety of reasons, however, offices within the City would 
be more convenient and desirable. 

The Commission now has 160 library cases (for traveling) 
and about 7,500 books. 

The traveling libraries are making their way into all parts 
of the State, thereby affording the comfort, relaxation and 
information that books convey to many persons who would 
otherwise be deprived of such privileges. Many schools are 
taking advantage of the traveling libraries to procure supple- 
mentary reading. Frequently, they constitute the nuclei for 
permanent libraries. 

In establishing local libraries and in aiding those already 
established, the Commission is performing another important 
branch of its allotted work. Of such service, the libraries 
in Denton, Hyattsville, Laurel, Savage, Annapolis, Gaithers- 
burg are conspicuous examples. At the U. S.; Health Service 
Station at Perry Point, Cecil County, a most interesting and 
profitable library is maintained under the direction of a pro- 
fessional librarian. 
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Towns and communities have been, visited whenever and 
wherever opportxmity has been possible, and urgent efforts 
have been made to promote library organization and growth. 
Where libraries have fallen into desuetude, revivifying aid has 
been administered, and the services of the Field Secretary, a 
trained librarian, have been freely extended. The report of 
this officer shows some of the results of her work. 

The Enoch Pratt Free Library of Baltimore City has 
made a remarkable development during the past two years, 
largely in consequence of the liberal attitude of the present 
municipal Board of Estimates. The appropriation for the 
Library was increased from fifty-nine thousand dollars ($59,- 
000) in 1919 to one hundred and thirty-nine thousand dollars 
($139,000) in 1920 and about two hundred thousand dollars 
($200,000) in 1921. In addition to the annuity established 
by the gift of Mr. Pratt, amounting to fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) a year, these appropriations (although still much 
smaller than those made in other cities of the size of Balti- 
more) have enabled the trustees to make much needed im- 
provements to the buildings and add an indispensable in- 
crement to the salaries of the members of 'the staff, although 
these still remain lower than the salaries in other cities or 
the salaries paid^ to school teachers in this city. 

There has also been a very large increase in the amount 
of money which it has been possible to expend for books. 

In 1919 only about thirteen thousand dollars ($13,000) 
were so expended; in 1920 about twenty-six thousand dollars 
($26,000); in 1921 nearly fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). 

The Library has also expanded in its material equipment. 
The Carnegie Fund, given in 1907 for the erection of Branch 
Libraries, is now practically exhausted. From that fund have 
been built fourteen buildings; six of these were opened dur- 
ing this period, four of which are situated in the territory 
annex of the city in 1918. These Branch Libraries have cost 
between forty thousand dollars ($40,000) and fifty-five thou- 
sand dollars ($55,000) each; they have been erected in the 
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following localities: Branch No. 11, South Central Avenue, 
near Baltimore Street, Old Town (site purchased by Mayor 
and City Council at a cost of about sixteen thousand dollars) 
($16,000); Branch No. 19, South Ann Street, Fells Point (lot 
given by William G. Grafflin and the Children's Playground 
Association and increased in size by an appropriation of Mayor 
and City Council) ; Branch No. 20, Hamilton Avenue, Hamil- 
ton (lot given by residents of the neighborhood) ; Branch 
No. 21, Washington Avenue, Mt. Washington .(site given by 
the family of John M. Carter, Esq., and the Mayor and City 
Council) ; Branch No. 22, Bellona Avenue, Govans (site given 
by E. Glenn Perine) ; Branch No. 23, Patapsco Avenue, Brook- 
lyn (site given by citizens of Brooklyn). 

Lots have also been given by citizens of Irvington and 
Roland Park for the erection of Branches. Branch No. 8, 
at Walbrook, has been much increased in size and provided 
with a lecture hall, through a special appropriation. 

The facilities of the Central Library have been largely 
increased by the erection of an additional stack and by adapta- 
tion of 406 Cathedral Street for Library purposes. 

In this way it has been possible to open new departments 
of Education and Fine Arts and to improve the facilities of 
the Children's and Scientific Departments. The circulation of 
books has very much increased, being about 700,000 in 1920, 
and about 800,000 in 1921. 

A special appropriation, together with a grant from the 
Humphrey Moore Institute, provides for courses of lectures 
etc., in the Branch Libraries. 

To the Central Purchasing Bureau, the State Employment 
Commission, the Comptroller's Office, and especially to the effi- 
cient Budget Accountant, this Commission extends grateful 
acknowledgments. 

In order to retain its present working force or to replace 
them, the Commission is compelled to offer larger salaries. 
Traveling expenses must include not only the cost of trans- 
portation, but hotel bills or living expenses while the Field 
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Secretary or others are engaged in the work of the Commission. 
Other items of expense demand increased funds. In view of 
such needs, the Commission respectfully requests an appropria- 
tion of $7,000 for each of the next two years. 

The Commission appreciates the opportunity for enlarged 
service growing out of the increased appropriation received 
from the State during the past biennium, and feels confident 
of its ability to perform a correspondingly greater service if 
the enlarged appropriation is awarded. 

The president of the Commission desires to pay tribute 
to the conscientious devotion to the service for which the Com- 
mission was created and continues to exist, on the part of its 
other members, and to record his conviction that the funds en^ 
trusted to the Commission will be conscientiously administered. 

Joseph H. Apple, 

President, 

Charlotte Newell (Mrs. M. A. Newell), 

Secretary and Treasurer, 

REPORT OF THE FIELD SECRETARY TO THE 
MARYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION 

October 1, 1919-October 1, 1921. 

• This report includes the work accomplished by two Field 
Secretaries — Miss Helen F. Carleton, Field Secretary for the 
first half of the biennium, and Miss Marion F. Batchelder, the 
present Field Secretary. Excerpts from Miss Carleton's re- 
port for the year 1919-1920 follow: 

"One hundred and nineteen traveling libraries were shipped 
from the office of the Library Commission during the year, 
an increase of fifteen over the preceding year. 

Public libraries were opened in two places. Savage, on 
its own initiative, but with Commission help, started a library 
which was formally opened in October, 1920. Snow Hill has 
started a very modest little library through one person's inter- 
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est — the president of a bank — ^who has fitted up a room in 
his remodeled office for the books, and has his stenographer 
look after them. 

A systematic record of traveling library stations, libraries 
by number and by month shipped and record of applications 
by county has been installed. The arrangement is easily kept 
and convenient in referring to any detail about any one of 
them. 

A list of all the public libraries in the State up to date 
is on file, and tabulated descriptions of the public libraries in 
the State have been started. A mailing list on cards lists all 
the people and places to which we sent Commission reports. 
A file of catalogues of all the colleges and normal schools in the 
State has been begun. Correspondence has been filed monthly 
in letter files. Two files — ^A-L and M-Z — contain all the cor- 
respondence of the last year. 

Tax exemption vouchers have been made out and printed 
for tax exemption on freight, express and personal fares. 

Book lists, helpful to new and small libraries, have been 
bought and given to new libraries making their purchase lists. 

Reference help in purchase lists and lists on special sub- 
jects have been sent out. 

FIELD WORK. 

The whole State was visited. It was not necessary to 
visit Washington County, other than at Hagerstown. Less 
time has been spent in Baltimore County and Anne Arundel 
County on the Western Shore and Cecil, Queen Anne's, Dor- 
chester and Somerset ' Counties on the Eastern Shore. 

Organizing work was done at the Oakland Public Library 
— classifying and cataloguing; Westminster — ^suggestions on 
an easier charging system ;Leonardtown— classification of the 
County School Department Library; Annapolis — classification 
and arrangement of books, direction of help done in labeling 
and accessioning, explanation of method to be used in a very 
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simple catalogue and explanation of the charging system to 
be used. 

Public addresses of varying lengths have been given at 
the State Normal School, Towson, Belair, Laurel, Rockville 
Teachers' Institute, Savage, Leonardtown, Annapolis and at 
Ocean City. At the Normal School, talks were given the grad- 
uating class and the summer school. Talks were given in vari- 
ous schools in Garrett, Harford, Howard, Prince George's, St. 
Mary's and Talbot Counties. 

Poster material was sent to Cumberland in October, 1920, 
for help in arranging the library booth at the County Fair." 



During the last half of the biennium, several interesting 
libraries have been opened. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

Through the efforts of Mr. H. J. Fenton, of the United 
States Naval Academy, and other interested citizens, a public 
library was opened in Annapolis in January, 1921. This 
library has now over 3,009 volumes. A large percentage of 
these are gifts and, unlike many gifts, are very useful and in 
good condition. The library is open three times a week. Dur- 
ing the first nine months of its existence there was no regular 
librarian, but in October of this year Miss Eliza G. Suydam 
was engaged as librarian. Miss Suydam is much interested 
in the work and the library shows great promise of being a 
real success. 

The books have been catalogued and classified. The New- 
ark charging system is used. All records are kept in a sys- 
tematic manner. 

The citizens of Annapolis have been much interested in 
the library. Several magazine subscriptions have been given, 
the best magazines being on file in the reading room. 



The only handicap to the successful working out of the 
library is lack of an appropriation from the city. Just ^ now 
the city considers itself unable to appropriate a sum of money 
for the library, but has co-opera,ted in its work by giving it 
the use of a large room in the Municipal Building and having 
the necessary shelving put in. 

HYATTSVILLE. 

A very promising library was opened in Hyattsville in 
April, 1921. It was started by the Woman's Club, but is 
now governed by a Library Association, the .executive board 
of which meets monthly. The library began in a very small 
way in one corner of an electrical shop in the town, but grew 
so rapidly that it was moved to the Municipal Building in 
July, where it has the use of two rooms. 

It is supported by dues from the Library Association, 
but the use of the library is free to all citizens of Hyattsville 
and the school children. People are invited to join the Library 
Association; in fact, a drive for four hundred members is to be 
launched next month, but membership is not required in order 
to be able to enjoy the privileges of the library. It is the aim 
of the sponsors of the library to maintain the library for a 
year, then, after showing that it is a real necessity, to ask the 
town for an annual appropriation. 

The circulation of books has been steadily increasing ever 
since the library opened. In, August over one thousand books 
were borrowed. 

The following account of the Hyattsville Library was 
taken from the Hyattsville Independent during the month of 
August. 

"Some Details of Organization Work Accomplished 

"The removal of the Hyattsville Public Library to its 
new home in the Municipal Building has brought an increased 
interest in this new institution. There are many details of the 

8 



organization and carrying on of the work that are not gen- 
erally known, and as some are interesting to the i>eople of 
the town, this seems a fitting time to publish them. 

Everyone knows the organization of the Library was 
financed by the Hyattsville Woman's Club, of which Mrs. 
K. J. Morris was then president, but few know that Mrs. 
Elizabeth K. Mayhew, Library Extension Chairman of the 
Prince George's County Federation of Woman's Clubs, put 
heart and soul into the work. Without her, Hyattsville would 
have waited some time longer for a free public library. The 
Woman's Club Library Extension Committee did splendid 
team work, and I venture to say that no other group of eight 
women could have done the work more efficiently or in less 
time. 

The committee received most valuable assistance from 
Miss M. F. Batchelder, Field Secretary of the i Maryland Pub- 
lic Library Commission. Miss Batchelder classified and cata- 
logued the books and prepared the library ifor the opening 
on April 28th, since then coming to Hyattsville several times 
to help the volunteer workers over the most difficult parts of 
the work. 

The town will always be indebted to Mr. J. C. Hawkins, 
who so generously gave the library's first home in the electric 
shop, putting up jwith much inconvenience until the present 
Common Council gave the use of two rooms in the Municipal 
Building. 

The library was opened with 325 books and in three 
months has exactly doubled the number. Of these, all but 
forty-two are gifts, and more are being received every day. 
Space will not permit naming all the generous donors, but 
beginning with little children, each bringing a favorite book, 
the list goes on through all ages bringing numerous books, 
the largest donation being 311 from the Sunday School Library 
of the Baptist Church. 



The books being purchased are for the young people and 
are bought with the proceeds of the movie benefit for books, 
given at the Arcade in May by the then Mayor-elect Rushe. 
From this benefit $53.48 was realized. The children of the 
elementary school, under the direction of the principal, Mrs. 
Sturgis, sold the tickets. 

The circulation of books is steadily increasing, there now 
being 345 borrowers registered. The first day of circulation 
S3 books were loaned, the highest number being reached last 
Saturday, July 30th, when 123 were distributed. This in- 
crease has necessitated a separate department for the young 
people, where it is aimed to supply high school pupils with 
suitable books, as well as the usual literature for the little 
tots. 

Miss Agnes L. Espey is librarian, and it is largely through 
her interest and effort that the library has become such a suc- 
cessful venture." 

OCEAN CITY. 

A library was opened in Ocean City in February. It is 
in the Trustees' Room in the Bank of Ocean City and is open 
one evening a week. The average circulation in an evening 
is 38. In May, the library had, 463 books, some of which 
were purchases. A traveling library has been borrowed from 
the Library Commission, and some of the other books are 
those sent by the Enoch Pratt Library of Baltimore City. 
Miss Hattie Quillin is librarian. 



Two libraries have been revived, after having been closed 
for a number of years. The Laurel Public Library, which was 
very successful when it was first organized, but which was 
closed during the war, was reopened in January. The library 
now owns 2,800 volumes and has about 300 borrowers. A let- 
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ter recently received from the librarian, Mrs. C. J. Halver- 
son, says, in part: 

"We are getting along splendidly, all things considered, 
and have had a wonderful donation (of books) from the 
Woman's Club." 

The Denton Public Library was revived in February, 
under the auspices of the Community Club and Mrs. Edith G. 
Norman, County Home Demonstration Agent. Previous to 
the opening, the books were catalogued, classified and re- 
arranged by the Library Commission. The library is financed 
by dues of fifty cents a year from members of the Denton 
Community Library Association. Several traveling 'libraries 
have been secured from the Maryland Public Library Com- 
mission, and they are hoping to buy some books of their 
own 'soon. The library is open twice a week. Miss Anne 
M. Lewis is librarian. 



FIELD WORK. 

Library organization 'work has been done in the State 
as follows: Annapolis — ^help with charging system, super- 
vision of the preparation of books for circulation, classifica- 
tion and reshelving; Clinton, Surra ttsville School — classifica- 
tion and re^trrangement of books on the shelves; instruction 
in cataloguing; Denton — cataloguing and rearrangement of 
books; Frostburg Normal School — ^arrangement of paniphlet 
material; Hyattsville — classification, cataloguing, installation 
of charging system and instruction in mechanical preparation 
of books for shelves; Ocean City — rearrangement of children's 
books. 

Short talks on various phases of our work were given 
in many of the schools of the State, in community club meet- 
ings and before some Committees on Library Extension. Two 
talks in assembly period were* given at the * Frostburg State 
Normal School during the summer session. 
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WORK DONE IN THE OFFICE. 

Help was given Miss Alice Miller, at that time Supervisor 
of Schools in Cecil County, during the summer session of the 
Towson State Normal School, in . compiling a list of books 
for the rural school in the State. This list is to be published 
by the State Board of Education in connection with the 
*' Course of Study" which was worked out at the same time. 

A catalogue has been begun of our new books and the 
books in the traveling libraries. This work could progress 
much more rapidly if we could have another person in the 
office doing part time while the Office Secretary does the cata- 
loguing. 

The government documents which the Commission owns 
have been arranged in a steel pamphlet file and roughly cata- 
logued. 

The survey of library conditions in the counties, begun 
by the former Field Secretary, has been revised and brought 
up to date. 

A leaflet of book notes and news of the libraries in the 
State has been compiled and printed. 

Nearly all the books purchased during the year were 
selected by the Field Secretary. 

Poster material has 'been sent to the Chestertown Library, 
to the Hyattsville Library and to the library in 'Annapolis. 



The foregoing report will show that less work has been 
done in the field than in some of the preceding years. This 
was for two reasons. In the first place, it was voted in the 
December, 1920, Commission meeting that the Field Secretary 
go wherever there was a call for her, rather than going hap- 
hazardly about the State. Secondly, it has seemed best to 
try to build up our resources. in the office in order that we 
may give better service in our traveling libraries. To do this, 
the books to be purchased have to be carefully selected and 
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put in shape before sending out. We are asking that people 
making application for books give the titles of books that they 
wish to secure. This means that practically every library that 
is sent out has to be made up specially. This necessitates more 
work, but it gets better results. This is shown from the fact 
that during October, 1920, twenty traveling libraries were 
sent out. During October, 1921, forty have been shipped 
in the State. Our book resources are better than they 
have been for some time because the book fund this year 
was several times larger than it has ever been. 

The people in the State are eager to get traveling libraries, 
provided they can get the things they most wish. We could 
do much more than we have ever done in the rural schools, 
provided we could get the material for the supplementary read- 
ing that is required. We have been trying to do this, this year, 
and the results have shown that it pays. One Superintendent 
has ordered 30 libraries this year and wishes to renew them 
for four months when the usual four months have expired. 
Another Superintendent has promised to get 20 libraries. If 
all the Superintendents should do this, we could not possibly 
fill them, but if we only had the books to make* up that num- 
ber of libraries for every county, it would mean a new lease 
of life for this Commission. 

It seems to me that our greatest effort at this time should 
be for the work with the schools. The children must have 
the books. The County Commissioners have not appropriated 
enough money to secure sufficient supplementary reading for 
the rural schools. If we can help to do this, we are doing a 
necessary thing by responding to a definite need. It should 
be the aim of the Maryland Public Library Commission to 
co-operate as closely as possible with the State Board of Edu- 
cation. Working alone we can do but little iti comparison 
with what we would be able to do if we worked more closely 
with the State Board of Education and the University of Mary- 
land. 
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Although the children of today make up the reading 
public of tomorrow, nevertheless, in our work with the schools 
we must not lose sight of the need for public libraries in » the 
State. 

There are at present prospects of two new libraries in 
Maryland. Gaithersburg, in Montgomery County, has re- 
cently begun to organize a Library Association. The library 
itself will be on a very small scale at first, in one room of the 
school, but the committee in charge hopes it will grow rapidly. 
A librarian has been engaged, some books have been bought, 
others secured from us as a nucleus, and the library will be 
opened to the public soon. 

Letters have been received from Cambridge announcing 
books from us will be needed in the beginning, but the pro- 
moters expect in time to become an institution worthy of the 
city. We hope that something will be appropriated toward 
the support of this library by the city. 

A letter has just been received from Trappe stating that 
a series of money-making entertainments has just been begun 
there for the purpose of reorganizing the subscription library 
and converting it into a free public library. These entertain- 
ments will be continued throughout the winter and the library 
will be open to the public in the spring, after $300.00 has 
been raised. 

It is difficult to make the taxpayers understand that a 
library, to be a real success, must be supported by taxation 
and not be dependent upon voluntary contributions from in- 
terested citizens. This fact is the chief handicap against which 
the Library Commission has to contend in the establishment of 
public libraries. 

The Maryland Public Library Commission is now facing 
a very critical situation. Its future depends upon the work 
of the next two years. If its appropriation, which was in- 
creased at the last session of the Legislature, is increased 
next year to the amount asked for, we can continue to 
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develop the work which we have begun. We can help the 
school children to get the material they need for supplementary 
reading, and can increase the library facilities in the State. The 
advance we have made this year toward that end will count 
for little if we are not able to develop it farther during the 
coming years. 

The present Field Secretary heartily recommends the pro- 
gram outlined by the Field Secretary in the report of the 
Library Commission for 1918-1919. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marion F. Batchelder. 



Appendix I 
TRAVELING LIBRARIES CIRCULATED 



Allegany County — 6 

Cumberland 1 

Flint Stone 1 

Frostburg 1 

Lonaconing 2 

Lord 1 

Anne Arundel County — 7 

Annapolis 5 

Davidsonville 2 

Baltimore County — 13 

Catonsville' 9 

Freeland 1 

Hereford 1 

Long Green 1 

Sparrows Point 1 

Calvert County — 3 

Prince Frederick 2 

St. Leonard 1 



Caroline County — 40 

Denton 12 

Goldsboro 2 

Greensboro 5 

Hillsboro 6 

Preston 1 

Ridgely 14 

Carroll County — 16 

Gamber 1 

Mechanicsville 2 

Sykesville 3 

Taneytown 1 

Union Bridge 4 

Westminster 5 

Cecil County — 5 

Charlestown 2 

Elkton 1 

Perryville 2 

15 



TRAVELING LIBRARIES CIRCULATED— (Continued) 



Charles County — 9 

Charlotte Hall 

La Plata 

Rison 

White Plains 



Dorchester County — 5 
Cambridge 



Vienna 



Frederick County — 34 

Adamstown 

Brunswick 

Burkittsville 

Emmitsburg 

Frederick 

Harmony 

Ijamsville 

Libertytown 

McKaig 

Middletown 

Mt. Pleasant 

Myersville 

Walkersville 

Wolfsville 



Garrett County — 8 

Crellin 

Hutton 

Kempton 

Kitzmiller 

Mt. Lake Park 

Oakland 



Harford County — 14 

Aberdeen 

Belair 

Churchville 

Edgewood 

Emmorton 

Garland , 

Fallston 



1 
6 
1 
1 



4 
1 



4 
1 
1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 

i 

4 
2 
6 
3 



1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 



2 
3 



Howard County — 11 

Clarksville 2 

Dorsey 1 

Ellicott City 2 

Lisbon 3 

West Friendship 1 

Woodbine 2 

Kent County — 9 

Betterton 1 

Galena 1 

Piney Neck 1 

Rock Hall 3 

Still Pond 1 

Worton 2 

Montgomery County — 26 

Boyds 1 

Brighton 1 

Browningsville 1 

Damascus 3 

Gaithersburg 2 

Garrett Park 1 

Hyattstown 1 

Kingsley 1 

Lewisdale 1 

Rockville 12 

Seneca 1 

Woodfield 1 

Prince George's County — 13 

Anacostia 1 

College Park 1 

Fort Foote 1 

Hyattsville 4 

Laurel 2 

Silesia 1 

Upper Marlboro 2 

Westwood 1 
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TRAVELING LIBRARIES CIRCULATED— (Continued) 



Queen Anne's County — 21 

Price 2 

Queenstown 9 

Stevensville 4 

Sudlersville 5 

Winchester 1. 

St. Mary's County — 31 

Cedar Point 2 

Great Mills 1 

Hollywood 4 

Leonardtown 2 

Mechanicsville 2 

Morganza 1 

Park Hall 6 

Ridge 4 

St. George's Island 3 

St. Inigoes 5 

Valley Lee 1 



Somerset County — 1 
Marion Station 



1 



Talbot County — 22 

Bozman 1 

Claiborne 1 

Cordova 1 

Easton 7 

Landing Neck 2 



McDaniel 

Oxford 

Queen Anne 

Trappe 

Tunis Mills 

. Windy Hill 

Wittman 

Wye Mills 

Washington County — 3 

Cascade 

Hagerstown 

Hancock , 

Wicomico County — 8 

Fruitland 

Melsons 

Parsonsburg 

Salisbury 

White Haven 

Worcester County — 2 
Ocean City 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
4 
1 

1 
1 



Pocomoke 

During the past year, traveling libraries have been sent to 
ninety-seven stations in the State. 



Appendix II 

A. L. A. SHIPMENT. 

The Commission received thirty-three cases, containing 
about 3,100 books, from the A. L. A. Library War Service. 
This number consisted of books on the following subjects: 
Agriculture, biography, civics and economics, electricity, engi- 
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neering, fine arts, fiction, history, poetry and essays, reference, 
religion, science, sports and war stories. About five hundred 
books were selected for the use of the Commission. Of the 
remaining number, about sixteen hundred were sent to the 
following places: 

Baltimore — Pratt Library 

Annapolis Public Library 

Aberdeen Proving Ground 

Belair, Harford County Library 

Berlin Library 

Chestertown Library 

Crisfield Library 

Frederick County Public Library 

Hyattsville Public Library 

Newark Public Library 

Oakland Public Library 

Ocean City Public Library 

Prince Frederick Public Library 

Princess Anne Public Library 

Ridgely Community Library 

Rockville Public Library 

Savage, Carroll Baldwin Memorial Library 

Snow Hill Public Library 

Westminster Public Library 

Washington County Public Library 

Hood College 

Training School, Loch Raven 

State Normal School, Towson 

University of Maryland: Dept. Medicine 

" Agriculture 
Washington College 
Foster Clinic, Catonsville 
State Sanatorium 
Spring Grove, Sanatorium 
Sykesville Sanatorium 
Eudowood Sanatorium, Towson 
Baltimore, Battery F Club 
Baltimore, Inner Mission Society 
St. Mary's Academy, St. Mary's City 
Annapolis Community Club 
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Appendix III 

STATE OF MARYLAND 
Public Libraries 

Anne Arundel County — 

Annapolis Public Library. 3,500 volumes. Miss Eliza 
Gracie Suydam, librarian. 

Baltimore City — 

Enoch Pratt Free Library. Dr. Bernard C. Steiner, 
librarian. 

Baltimore County — 

Reisterstown. Tillard Memorial Library. Inez Gore, 
librarian. 

Calvert County — 

Prince Frederick. Prince Frederick Public Library. Mr. 
William Duke, librarian. 

Caroline County — 

Denton. Denton Community Library. Reorganized 
February, 192 L 300 volumes and four traveling libraries 
from the Maryland Public Library Commission. Miss 
Anne M. Lewis, librarian. 

Ridgely. Ridgely Community Library. Member- 
ship in Library Association increasing very rapidly. 

Carroll County — 

Westminster. Westminster Public Library. 650 volumes. 
Mr. Frank Mather, librarian. 

Cecil County — 

Perryville. Perryville Public Library. Miss Harriott 
Hassler, librarian. 

Dorchester County — 

Golden Hill. Golden Hill Public Library. Mrs. Robert 
H. Keene, librarian. 

Hurlock. Hurlock Public Library. 1,200 volumes. 
Miss Hope S. Barber, librarian. 

Frederick County — 

Buckeystown. Buckeystown Public Library. 350 vol- 
umes. Miss W. E. Kindley, librarian. 

Frederick. Frederick County Library. 4,037 volumes. 
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Garrett County — 

McHenry. McHenry Public Library. Mrs. Thad Hime- 
baugh, librarian. 

Oakland. Oakland Public Library. 2,000 volumes. 
Mrs. Nettie Thrasher, librarian. 

Harford County — 

Aberdeen. Aberdeen Post Library. Sergt. M. G. Evatt, 
librarian. 

Belair. Harford County Library. 3,000 volumes. 
Miss Priscilla Forwood, librarian. 

Howard County — 

Elkridge. Elkridge Public Library. 1,800 volumes. Miss 
Stintz, librarian. 

Savage. 600 volumes. Library opened October 1, 
1920. Has over $700.00 at its disposal. Moves into new 
building early in December. Miss Eloise Oliver, librarian. 

Kent County — 

Chester town Public Library. 2,000 volumes. Miss 
Blanche Constable, librarian. 

Montgomery County — 

Kensington. Kensington Public Library. Mrs. Field, 
librarian. 

Rockville. Rockville Public Library. 1,850 volumes. 
Own their own building on school lot. Recently moved 
into it. Have made building very attractive. ' Children's 
books free, fiction on subscription basis. Mrs. Smith, 
librarian. 

Prince George's County — 

Hyattsville. Organized in April. 900 volumes. Miss 
Agnes L. Espey, librarian. 

Laurel. Laurel Public Library. 2,800 volumes. 
Mrs. C. J. Halverson, librarian. 

Queen Anne's County — 

Centreville. Centreville Public Library. 2,100 volumes. 
Miss Matilda B. Keating, librarian. 

Queenstown. Queenstown Public Library. 

Washington County — 

Hagerstown. Washington County Public Libwary. Miss 
Mary L. Titcomb, librarian. 
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Worcester County — 

Berlin. Berlin Public Library. 1,200 volumes. 

East Berlin. Friendly Library. Miss S. V. Handy, 
librarian. 

Ocean City. Ocean City Public Library. 463 vol- 
umes. Miss Hattie Quillin, librarian. 

Snow Hill. Snow Hill Library. 350 volumes. Mr. 
Purnell, librarian. 



In addition to these public libraries, there are subscrip- 
tion libraries at ABERDEEN, EMMITSBURG, EAST NEW 
MARKET, PRINCESS ANNE, RISING SUN, SALISBURY 
and TANEYTOWN. 

Maryland Public Library Commission 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the Mary- 
land Public Library Commission for the Year 
Ending September 30, 1920. 

RECEIPTS. 

State appropriation for expenses.... $2,000.00 

Application fees 115.00 

Received for lost books 20.20 

Interest 22.77 

Total receipts $2,157.97 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Loan of books from Enoch Pratt 

Library for the blind $38.25 

Postage 37.17 

Office supplies 51.41 

Printing 86.65 

Books and periodicals 182.79 

Telegraph and telephone 15.95 

Freight and e3q)ress 229.94 

Traveling expenses 223.64 

Janitor^s services 26.80 

Salaries 1,600.00 

Total disbursements $2,492.60 

Arrearage appropriation used. 
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Maryland Public Library Commission 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the Mary- 
land Public Library Commission for the Year 
Ending September 30, 1921. 

RECEIPTS. 

State appropriation for expenses.... $4,584.00 

Application fees 160X)0 

Received for lost books 31.99 

Received for lost keys 1.00 

Interest 52.44 

Total receipts $4,829.43 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Freight on worn out books from 
Enoch Pratt Library (from out- 
side fund) $44.43 

Postage 47.64 

Office supplies 130.16 

Printing 53.05 

Books and periodicals 1,107.98 

Telegraph and telephone 9.65 

Freight and express 358.60 

Traveling expenses 342.44 

Cases and furniture 201.50 

Salaries 2,324.00 

Excess expenses of Field Secretary. 150.00 

Total disbursements $4,769.45 

Arrearage appropriation used. 
Total disbursements $7,262.05 
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FOREWORD 

It is with great pleasure that the State Department of Educa- 
tion issues the report of the Maryland Public library Advisory 
Commission as one of its regular bulletins. 

We desire to express our sincere appreciation of the uniform 
interest, courtesy, and efficiency of the members of the Commis- 
sion and their employees, as shown by the work accomplished 
during the year, in spite of an inadequate appropriation and a 
very meager equipment. 

Since communities, coxmties, and states are rated for their 
education and their intelligence upon the quantity and kinds of 
reading they do, it is extremely urgent that Maryland should aim 
to hold something very much better than a place near the bottom 
in her support and encouragement of public libraries. To this 
end, the recommendations of the Commission herein given have 
our hearty support. 

For the State Department of Education, 

ALBERT S. COOK, 
State Superintendent of Schools. 



Members of 
Maryland Public Library Advisory Commission 

Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., President, Frederick. 

Mrs. M. a. Newell, Secretary and Treasurer, Baltimore. 

Miss Mary E. Shearn, State Ldbrarian, Annapolis, Anne 
Arundel Courtty. 

Dr. Bernard C. Stbiner, Ph.D., Ldbrarian of the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 

Mrs. Otho S. Lee, Belair, Harford County. 

John P. Ahern, MiUington, Kent Counly. 

RiGNAL W. Baldwin, Savage, Howard County. 

Miss Marion F. Batchelder, Field Secretary and Library 
Organizer. 

Miss Naomi Johnson, Office Secretary. 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 
MARYLAND PUBUC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Established by Chapter 505 of the Laws of 1910 
Code of Public General Laws, Article 77, Sections 95 to 115 

Joseph H. Apple, President 
Charlotte Newell, Secretary 

The following report of the Maryland Public Library Advisory 
Commission covers the two fiscal years ending October 1, 1923. 

The past year has been one of gratifying progress, not so 
much on accoxmt of any signal achievement, but by reason of 
fimdamental developments which may be regarded as the pre- 
cursors of larger and finer work. 

Gro¥rth of Interest in Libraries 

The library spirit is abroad in nearly the whole of this vast 
land. From the East to the West; from the North to the South; 
from the region of the great Middle West, the torch, once lighted, 
has been kept brnning and has grown steadier and stronger. 

State and municipal authorities are recognizing, more and 
more, that the life of no community can attain its proper measure 
of usefulness to the State, and its deserved facilities for self- 
nurture and self-advancement, without libraries as a part of the 
public equipment. More and more. State rulers are realizing that 
public schools, necessary and powerful factors though they are, 
cannot accomplish their reasonable work without the complement 
and the supplement of books beyond the routine volimies of text, 
whose material must inevitably lack the virility and charm which 
appeal to the young and ineffaceably impress knowledge upon 
young minds. 

The people are awakening everywhere to the feeling that 
they are as much entitled to ask for public money to establish and 
maintain libraries, as to establish and maintain schools. 

Furthermore, the scope of the library is greater than that of 
the school, inasmuch as the library serves not only as a supple- 
mentary school for the young, but as a continuation school for 
those who have finished the curriculimi and have entered the 
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arena of life; and also for those older men and women whose school 
days are over, who have earned the privilege of some measure of 
relaxation, and who are crowning lives of labor with years of at 
least comparative ease. Consequently money is being more and 
more liberally appropriated, and library methods are considered 
of greater and greater importance. 

In Nebraska's report of 1922, we note that there are libraries 
in sixteen State institutions, such as penal and reformatory insti- 
tutions, hospitals, soldiers' homes, and the like, ranging in niunber 
of volumes from 916 to 2878, and also 128 tax-supported libraries. 
For the biennial period ending June, 1922, an appropriation of 
$305,900 was made, with a contingent increase of $45,000. 

We quote several pertinent sentences from the California 
report of 1922: 

''We hold it an easily provable fact that money, expended by 
the State Library for books, means a saving to the State and its 
several units-— city and county — of several times the original sum. 
What the libraries of the State are doing for the educational ad- 
vancement of its citizens is something unique in library work.'' 

The Participation of the Maryland Superintendent of Schools 

The advent of State Superintendent Albert S. Cook into 
supervisory participation in our State library work is proving a 
a great help to the work of the Commmission. His fine sense 
of justice and broad appreciation of books, and his long and 
successful experience with educational needs, combine to make 
his counsel especially valuable. We feel that, with his co-opera- 
tion, we shall attain heights that have hitherto been unattainable. 

The Chief Activities of the Commission 

The creation of a demand for traveling libraries, and the 
supplying of that demand in an intelligent and profitable manner, 
has been, perhaps, the major part of our work. And it is a work 
well worth while — the carrying to communities and towns which 
have not access to the large libraries, one or more collections of 
well-chosen, miscellaneous books, including some volumes of the 
classics, some volumes of new fiction, history, poetry, books on 
technical, industrial, and commercial subjects, books for children 
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and for adults. Upon request, these libraries are made up to in- 
clude books on special subjects. Entire cases of childrens' books 
are supplied to schools and are arranged to suit the age, studies, 
and needs of the classes, as noted by the teachers. Numbers of 
coimty superintendents have shown their appreciation of this 
important auxiliary by the number and frequency of their orders. 

The Office Secretary of the Commission, by her interested 
and thoughtful choice of books to be sent, and her prompt response 
to calls in her line of work, renders a potent service to the work 
of library extension. The schools, as we have before intimated, 
are large beneficiaries of the traveling libraries, and find in them 
much of the supplementary and illuminating material which their 
own collections do not afford. This is as it should be. Good books 
are the best safeguards against corrupting influences; are the 
exemplars of the true and noble; are the best teachers, compan- 
ions, friends. 

The Library Commission, however, has not been unmindful 
of another reason for its existence: it has been instant in season 
and out of season in ministering to the needs of local libraries, by 
aiding them in cataloging and classifying their books; by giving 
instruction to amateur and volunteer librarians; and by advising 
as to the selection of books. The Field Secretary of the Commis- 
sion stands ready, willing, and able to heed such calls, and to fur- 
nish professional assistance whenever it is requested. 

Need for Broadening the Work 

However, while we feel that the traveling system of our 
libraries must be continued and extended, and at the same time 
the local libraries encouraged and assisted, we are convinced that 
the time is at hand for us to "lengthen our cords and strengthen 
our stakes. " 

The small local libriaries — ^in most cases the outgrowth of the 
enthusiasm and the perseverance of a few individuals, mostly 
women — have done and are doing admirable work, and over them 
the Commission exercises a fostering care. But, in the nature of 
things, these libraries can have no substantial assurance of vigo- 
rous continuity. Their expenses are met by yearly subscriptions, 
donations, suppers, card-parties, lectures, et cetera. Unfortunately 
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enthusiasm is not always a growth of long life, and, often, even 
in library work, it grows cold. Donations and subscriptions are 
fluctuating; even suppers and the like may languish as a constant 
means of getting money. Worst of all, the projectors and pro- 
moters of such libraries must, in the course of human life, pass 
from the sphere of successful action, and successors of their kind 
are seldom forthcoming. These libraries are inevitably ephemeral, 
evanescent. They come up as flowers, and, alas! their day is 
often brief. 

The need for the up-building of county libraries and town 
libraries, which shall act as nuclei for branch libraries at various 
stations in the county, is urgent and vital. Except Hagerstown, 
which has the immense privilege of being the seat of the Washing- 
ton County Library, no one of the chief towns in the State has a 
pubhc library of any importance. Such conditions should not 
exist! Among the States represented year after year at the 
American Library Association, Maryland stands almost uniquely 
isolated in this respect. We need a State organizer of libraries: 
a man or woman conversant with the whole matter, possessing 
a magnetic presence and good vocabulary, resourceful and con- 
vincing in reasoning, to go over the State, arousing and converting 
people to library values; demonstrating to tax-payers and town 
councils and county commissioners the fact that the money spent 
in good books is an investment, indisputable, permanent, jdeld- 
ing a perennial interest in character and citizenship. Such an 
evangel will preach the gospel of books with so much force and 
effectiveness, that before very many seasons have passed, Mary- 
land will take her stand among the States that boast of no towns 
libraryless. 

Standardization of Li 



During the past year, we have been endeavoring to establish 
a standard for oiu* libraries as to service, librarians, number and 
character of books, and so forth. Some good results have accrued 
from these efforts. We propose to accentuate and reward such 
effort by bestowing books (chiefly of reference) amoimting to 
$100 upon any library that measures up to the standard. 
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New Service Being Inaugurated 

The Commission is inaugurating the practice of sending to 
borrowers package libraries and single volimies, upon request, 
and upon certain conditions as to time, transportation, etc. 
Twelve or more magazines will be available to supplement, by 
clippings, information concerning such current topics as the printed 
books fail to furnish. ^ 

Progress in Several of the Counties 

Mr. Rignal W. Baldwin, President of the Manufacturing 
Company, at Savage, has been added to our Commission within 
the last year. Mr. Baldwin is a valuable accession in that he 
combines the successful qualities of a strong business man with 
an unerring appreciation of books and their value in every walk 
of life. Mr. Baldwin has demonstrated his belief in the power of 
books by establishing and maintaining a library building, with 
its equipment and books, for the benefit of his corporation at 
Savage. He has indeed added "deeds to his knowledge answer- 
able." 

Harford County, under the leadership of Mrs. Lee, a member 
of this Commission, has demonstrated the possibility of carrying 
on the work of a county library organization and of securing 
municipal aid therefor. 

Hyattsville affords a notable example of the success of a band 
of women who set their hearts upon a library for their town, and 
who "bated not one jot or tittle" until they were able to win 
appreciation and an annual appropriation from their Town 
Council. Frederick also has an encouraging local library which 
receives county and city aid. 

Cumberland has made a gratifying beginning in the way of 
a town library. The City is providing the building and its main- 
tenance; the books will probably be procured by popular sub- 
scription. The Library will be open to the public early in Novem- 
ber. 
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Conditions in Baltimore City 

The Enoch Pratt Free Library has increased its service facili- 
ties by the erection, opening, and extension of branch libraries, 
as follows: 

Branch 2, Hollins and Calhoun Streets, has been improved 
by the addition of a small..lecture hall, made possible by funds 
from tjje Humphrey Moore Institute. 

The facilities of the Central Library, on Mulberry Street, 
have been increased by the erection, in West Court, of an addition 
containing room for 10,000 volumes and for the catalogs of 
the branch libraries. 

The increase in circulation, in 1923, will be approximately 
950,000. The number of borrowers has increased about 65,000, 
and the collection of books to about 450,000. 

The appropriation from the City, though materially larger 
than in former years, is still inadequate and far below that in 
other cities of corresponding size and importance. 

Lectures on popular subjects and illustrated entertainments 
have grown to be a valuable feature of the Library work. One 
hundred and twenty-five lectures will be given in twenty halls 
during the coming season. Debating clubs and children's story 
hours are held in the branch libraries, the latter in co-operation 
with the Children's Playground Association. These correlative 
activities are well patronized. 

Branch 24, Loudon Avenue, Irvington, has received the 
remainder of the Carnegie fimd for the erection of the building 
and will be opened about the last of December. 

Branch 26, Belair Road and Quick Avenue, has been pro- 
vided with a site by the Business Men's Association of Belair 
Road, and funds to erect a building thereon have been asked of 
the Mayor and City Council. 

A lecture hall and audience room, financed by fimds from 
the City, have been erected this year in connection with Branch 4, 
Canton, (EUwood and O'Donnell Streets). 



BIENNIAL REPORT OF STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION H 

Library Course at State Normal School, Towson 

With the assistance and encouragement of the Principal of 
the Maryland State Normal School, Towson, we were able to 
arrange, in connection with the Summer School of 1923, a short 
course in library methods. This work was conducted by our 
Field Secretary and by the Librarian of the Normal School. It 
proved acceptable and will doubtless constitute the forerunner of 
more ambitious effort along that line. 

Aims of the Commission 

To sum up, our objects are: 

To make libraries as nearly universal throughout the State 
as possible, and available to all citizens, young or old. 

To render library service more satisfactory by adopting 
professional standards for method and service. 

To establish a tax large enough, or a basis of income suf- 
ficiently certain, to insure adequate support. 

To try to secure for the public library the same method of 
State support and standardization that is used for the public 
schools. 

To build up a more satisfactory system for the libraries, 
in order that they may function far better as educational 
institutions, both for the children and for the adults of any 
community. 

To secure an amendment to county library laws, to the end 
that county libraries throughout the State may be established 
and maintained on a sure and sane basis. The time can not 
be far in the future when the public library, like the public 
school, will be made a concern of the State. 



REPORT OF THE HELD WORK OF THE MARYLAND 
PUBUC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Marion F. Batchelder, Field Secretary 
New Libraries Established 

During the two years, 1921-23, four new libraries have been 
organized — ^the Berwjm Public Library at Berwyn, the EUicott 
City Public Library in EUicott City, the Gaithersburg Public 
Library at Gaithersburg, and the Dorchester County Public 
Library in Cambridge. Additional library organizing has been 
done in Annapolis, Bel Air, Berlin, Centreville, Frederick (Hood 
College), Hyattsville, Princess Anne, Taneytown, and Trappe. 

Assistance to and Standardization of Libraries 

All the libraries established during the preceding biennium 
have been visited. In every case some help has been given to the 
local librarian, either with her problems of administration or in 
actual technical work. 

In the interests of the standardization of the public libraries of 
the State, so that they will all reach a certain grade of efficiency, 
questionnaires have been sent out, and from the results of these, 
as well as from conferences held with librarians, standards have 
been fixed. Many of the libraries, inspired by the hope of book 
aid from the Commission when they shall have attained these 
standards, have started working toward them. 

High School Libraries 

In addition to the organizing of public libraries, the Field 
Secretary has turned her attention to the high school libraries of 
the State. Visits have been made to the Aberdeen High School 
Library and to the Franklin High School Library, at Reisterstown. 
The latter contains the collection which formerly belonged to the 
Tillard Memorial Library, and is open to the public once each week. 
The books are classified and cataloged. At Thurmont, Darlington, 
and Ridgely, the high school libraries have been completely 
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organized. Considerable cataloging has been done at the Freder- 
ick High School, where a librarian is employed who gives part 
time to the library and the remainder to the teaching of commercial 
subjects. 

Addresses and Conferences 

Short addresses on the various phases of our work have been 
delivered at the State Normal School; at the Commission Round- 
Table for Librarians, held at our office in May, 1922; and before 
the annual November Library Conferences, which the Commis- 
sion conducts in connection with the meeting of the Maryland 
State Teachers' Association. Many talks have been given in the 
schools of the different counties. The Field Secretary has met 
with library committees in Berwyn, EUicott City, Glen Bumie, 
and La Plata and advised these as to the best methods of estab- 
lishing a public library. She has also attended meetings of 
library boards in Bel Air, Rockville, and Westminster, and sug- 
gested ways of advertising the libraries so that they may become 
more and more indispensable factors in community life. 

Library Course at Normal School, Towson 

In collaboration with Miss Mary L. Osbom, Librarian of the 
Maryland State Normal School, Towson, a course in Library 
Methods for Elementary and Rural School Teachers was given 
at the Summer Session of the Normal School in 1923. Thirty-one 
were enrolled in this course. 

Chadren's Book Week 

During the past two years the Field Secretary has co-operated 
in the nation-wide observance of Children's Book Week. She 
has sent exhibitions of attractive editions of children's books to 
various public libraries. She has compiled a list of children's 
books and distributed these, together with A.L.A. lists and other 
special lists, among public libraries, schools, and individuals. 
Last year she took students of the Normal School, who were 
taking the story-telling course, to two public libraries, where they 
told stories during Children's Book Week. 
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Growth of the Libraries 

It is interesting to note the growth of the libraries which 
were organized during 1921. 

The Annapolis Public Library, established in January, 1921, 
has received an appropriation of $200 from the city during the 
year 1923. It supplies many stations in the County with books. 
The number of hours the library has been open has been increased, 
and, in addition to the regular librarian, the library now has a 
paid assistant. 

The Hyattsville Public Library, organized in April, 1921, by 
the Woman's Club of Hyattsville, became an incorporated town 
library in September, 1922, and was granted an annual appropri- 
ation of $350. 

Other libraries show evidence of progress. The Rockville 
Public Library had a drive for money in April, which resulted in 
the acquisition of some $600. This will be used in the extension 
of the library. 

Chestertown reports that the local post of the American 
Legion has recently given $50 as a voluntary contribution for the 
maintenance of the library. 

That there is an increased library spirit prevalent in the State 
is shown by the fact that from all sections come reports that li- 
braries are soon to be established. Glen Bumie is to open a 
library in the latter part of October. The Charles County Federa- 
tion of Woman's Clubs is busy having a former jail remodeled into 
a presentable library building. When completed, this library will 
be maintained as a County Library, with County Library privi- 
leges. 

Middletown formerly had a library, but it became inactive 
during the war. During the summer a community building was 
opened at Middletown and in the building a room was set apart 
for the library. The book collection will soon be reorganized and 
the library opened to the public. 

The Berwyn Public Library, which was established in Febru- 
ary, 1923, beginning its existence in the comer of a store, has just 
purchased a building of its own. 
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As this goes to press, a letter has come from Linthicum 
Heights asking for plans for the establishment of a public library 
in that community. 

The Towson Town Club has appointed a Library Committee 
and is considering the feasibility of the establishment of a library 
in Baltimore County. Suggestions as to such a library have been 
submitted to this Committee by the Field Secretary and the Li- 
brarian of the State Normal School. 

Probably one of the most important evidences of the awaken- 
ing desire for libraries is the establishment of a City Library in 
Cumberland, brought about solely by local enthusiasm. This 
Library is already an incorporated City Library and will be open 
to the public some time in November. 



REPORT OF THE 
TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT, 1921-1923 

Naomi Johnson, Office Secretary 

During the year 1921-1922 we added 1,348 books to our 
traveling libraries. In 1922-1923 we have added 907, making a 
total number of 10,392 owned by the Commission. 

Traveling Libraries Circulated 



ALLEGANY COUNTY— 3 

Lonaconing 2 

Piney Grove 1 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY— 9 

Annapolis 4 

Harmans 1 

Millersville 4 

BALTIMORE COUNTY— 31 

Barstow 1 

Catonsville 6 

Corbett 1 

Essex 1 

Hereford 2 

Ilchester 1 

Lansdowne 3 

Mt. Carmel 1 

Riderwood 6 

Roslyn 1 

Sunnybrook 2 

Towson 6 

CALVERT COUNTY— 4 

Island Creek 1 

St. Leonard 1 

Solomons 2 

CAROLINE COUNTY— 56 

Bridgetown 1 

Concord 2 

Denton IS 

Federalsburg 1 

Greensboro 3 

Hillsboro 9 

Marydel 1 

Ridgely 17 

Preston 1 

Williston 3 

CARROLL COUNTY— 14 

Eldersburg 1 

Gist 1 



Pleasant Gap 1 

Pleasant Valley 2 

Sykesville 3 

Taneytown 1 

Westminster 6 

CECIL COUNTY— 4 

Charlestown 1 

Colora 1 

Perryville 2 

CHARLES COUNTY— 18 

Benedict 1 

Cox 1 

Cross Roads 1 

Doncaster 1 

Du Bois 1 

Holly Springs 1 

Hughesville 1 

La Plate 4 

Pomonkey 2 

Rison 1 

Waldorf : 1 

White Plains 2 

Wicomico 1 

DORCHESTER COUNTY— 10 

Cambridge 4 

East New Market 1 

Hurlock 2 

Vienna 2 

Wingate 1 

FREDERICK COUNTY— 29 

Adamstown 6 

Emmitsburg 1 

Frederick 3 

Kemptown 2 

Knoxville 1 
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McKaig 1 

Mt. Pleasant 2 

Thurmont 2 

Walkersville 12 

GARRETT COUNTY— 11 

Bittinger 1 

Crellin 1 

Deer Park 3 

Hutton 1 

Kempton 3 

Oakland 2 

HARFORD COUNTY— 14 

Bel Air 8 

Churchville 1 

Pallston 4 

Jarrettsville 1 

HOWARD COUNTY— 22 

Clarksville 3 

Dayton 4 

Dorsey 1 

Elkridge 1 

EUicott City 2 ' 

Glenwood 1 

Oakland 2 

Poplar Springs 2 

Savage 5 

Woodstock 1 

KENT COUNTY— 5 

Galena 3 

Still Pond 2 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY— S3 

Damascus 1 

Gaithersburg 6 

Germantown 2 

Kensington 2 

Rockville 72 

PRINCE GEORGE'S CO.— 58 

Anacostia 2 

Berwyn 2 

Beltsville 1 

Brandywine 2 

Croom 2 

Glenn Dale 1 



Hyattsville 23 

Lanham 1 

Laurel 3 

Mullikin 1 

Ritchie 1 

Upper Marlboro 19 

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY— 22 

Bloomingdale 1 

Centreville 4 

Chester 3 

Church Hill 1 

Ingleside 1 

Price 3 

Queenstown 8 

Stevensville 1 

ST. MARY'S COUNTY— 8 

Compton 2 

Hollywood 1 

Mechanicsville 2 

Oraville 1 

St. George's Island 1 

St. Inigoes 1 

SOMERSET COUNTY— 8 

Costen 1 

Princess Anne 4 

Rehoboth 1 

Shelltown 2 

TALBOT COUNTY— 31 

Easton 15 

Kirkham 2 

Queen Anne 10 

Royal Oak 1 

Trappe 1 

Wittman 2 

WICOMICO COUNTY— 8 

Melson 6 

Quantico 1 

White Haven 2 

WORCESTER COUNTY— 5 

Newark 2 

Pocomoke City 3 

GRAND TOTAL 453 



The above does not include Washington County, which is adequately 
served by the Washington County Free Library. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
MARYLAND PUBUC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the Maryland 

Public Library Advisory Commission for the Years 

Ending September 30, 1922 and 1923 



RECEIPTS 1922 

state appropriation for expenses $4,784.00 

Application fees 227.00 

Lost books 24.65 

Lost locks and keys 1.50 

Interest 24.13 

Total receipts $5,061.28 



1923 

$5,991.00 

184.00 

76.17 

6.30 

23.05 

$6,280.52 



DISBURSEMENTS 

Loan of books for the blind from Enoch Pratt Library 

Postage 

Office supplies and stationery 

Printing 

Books and periodicals 

Telegraph and telephone 

Freight and express 

Traveling expenses 

Books, cases, furniture and office equipment 

Janitor 

Salaries 

Miscellaneous 

Total disbursements $4,773.65 





$61.65 


$50.00 


55.00 


147.75 


144.99 


114.58 


149.60 


1,199.93 


1,400.17 


10.42 




466.66 


346.46 


410.72 


379.51 


49.59 


200.00 


24.00 


24.00 


2,300.00 


3,000.00 




124.77 



$6,886.15 
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FOREWORD 

It is with great pleasure that the State Department of Educa- 
tion issues the report of the Maryland Public Library Advisory 
Commission as one of its regular bulletins. 

We desire to express our sincere appreciation of the uniform 
interest, courtesjf , and efficiency of the members of the Commission 
and their employees, as shown by the work accomplished during 
the year. 

It may not be generally known that Maryland has an excellent 
county library law (see Laws of Maryland, 1910, chapter 505, 
sections 100-119), but this law, with the exception of Washington, 
Frederick, and Harford counties, and the cities of Cumberland, 
Annapolis, Cambridge, Hurlock, Hyattsville and Laurel, has not 
been used for the purpose of library development: 

Section 106. The boards of county commissioners shall have power 
to establish and maintain central free public libraries at the county- 
seats of their respective counties, with branches in such places within 
the limits of said counties as the demand of the people of the vicinity 
may justify, so as to give them convenient access to the free libraries 
and reading rooms, and the legislative authority of any incorporated 
municipality shall have power to establish public libraries in like man- 
ner for said municipality. 

Section 107. The board of county commissioners of any county in 
the State, for the establishment and maintenance of said free public 
libraries and reading-rooms in their respective counties, may levy an 
annual tax not exceeding five cents on each one hundred dollars of the 
assessed valuation of taxable property, such tax to be levied and col- 
lected in like manner as other general taxes of said county, and when 
collected to be known as the public library fund. 

Section 108. In case a majority of the voters in any election dis- 
trict shall petition the board of county commissioners to establish a 
public library in said district, the said board shall establish and control 
such public library in the same manner as the legislative authority of 
an incorporated municipality may establish and control a library under 
this act, and said board of county commissioners may levy a tax on 
the election district for the said library in like manner as is done for 
the library of an incorporated municipality and to the same amount, 
and said election district library shall be managed in the same manner 
as the library of an incorporated municipality. 

Section 109. The legislative authority of any municipality may 
levy a tax for public library purposes upon the assessed valuation of 
the taxable property within said municipality, not exceeding seven cents 
on each one hundred dollars, to be collected in like manner as the other 
taxes of said municipality. The money so collected by the governing 
boards of the incorporated municipalities shall be paid over to the trus- 
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tees or board of directors, to be appointed hereinafter as provided, and 
shall be expended by them as in their judgment they may deem best. 

Would library development not be an excellent project for 
Women's Clubs and Parent-Teacher Associations to undertake? 

For the State Department of Education, 

ALBERT S. COOK, 
State Superintendent of Schools. 
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MEMBERS OF THE 
MARYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 



Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., President, Frederick. 

Mrs. M. A. Newell, Secretary and Treasurer, Baltiniore. 

Miss Mary E. Shearn, State Librarian, Annapolis, Anne Arundel 
County. 

Bernard C. Steiner, Ph.D., Librarian of ike Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore. 

Mrs. Otho S. Lee, Bel Air, Harford County. 

John P. Ahern, Millington, Kent County. 

R. H. Lee Reich, La Plata, Charles County. 

STAFF 

Miss Marion F. Batchelder, Field Secretary and Library Organ- 
izer. 

Miss Naomi Johnson, Office Secretary. 



"A BOOK IS THE GREATEST EDUCATIONAL TOOL 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



Baltimore, Md., January 1, 1926. 

Honorable Albert C. Ritchie, 
Governor of the State of Maryland, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

My Dear Governor Ritchie : 

We herewith transmit to you the biennial report of the Mary- 
land Pubhc Library Advisory Commission for the years ending 
September 30, 1924 and 1925. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., President. 

Mrs. M. a. Newell, Secretary and Treasurer. 
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BIENNIAL REPORT 
MARYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 

1924—1925 

The following report of the Maryland Public Library Advisory 
Commission covers the two fiscal years ending October 1, 1925. 

The Commission is glad that the dominant note in its report is 
one of justifiable hope. The retrospect is gratifying. The supply 
of books in the traveling libraries has kept pace with the people's 
demands and the libraries are welcomed everywhere. 

Organizations — civil, social, religious — constantly use these 
libraries. Perhaps the strongest testimonial to their worth is 
found in the desire of the recipients for more. In some locations, 
the traveling Hbrary is the seed, sown upon good ground, that 
brings forth much fruit in the form of permanent libraries; and 
the "appetite, growing by what it feeds on," reaches out for larger 
growth. In many cases, the traveling library has i)erformed a 
supplementary function. The schools for instance, have in this 
way been large beneficiaries of the traveling libraries. The col- 
lections conform as far as possible to the needs of the users, and 
supply illustrative and corroborative material, which emphasizes 
and tends to fix in the memory important facts that text-books 
can do little more than mention. High school students and pri- 
mary children, ahke, draw upon these collections. 

The traveling libraries are given the first mention in this Report, 
because they were the avant-couriers in our work. 

The Library Commission has diligently performed the second 
of its authorized functions, namely; the organization and assis- 
tance of local libraries in communities and towns. Material aid, 
as well as advice concerning questions of policy and selection of 
books, has been freely given. The Commission's Field Secretary, 
Miss Batchelder, willingly responds to calls for technical help in 
classifying and cataloguing books and in advising local librarians. 
The Office Secretary of the Commission, Miss Johnson, is like- 
wise always ready to answer the many demands for assistance 
and information which are incident to her position. 
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Package libraries are sent, on application, to any individual 
desiring one or several books on a special subject. 

The goal, to which all progressive library movement is tending, 
is the county library, where a central organization circulates books 
to the outlying communities. Harford is doing notable work 
along this line. Wicomico is striding in that direction. Mont- 
gomery is arousing sentiment through its woman's clubs. Wash- 
ington County, of course, is doing, as for some years past, one of 
the finest pieces of library work in the whole country. 

The Talbot County Library Association opened its library in 
Easton, on the seventeenth of October, under most gratifying 
auspices. Its promoters had secured a large contributing mem- 
bership and sufficient funds to purchase a considerable number of 
desirable books, which, supplemented by donations, aggregate 
about 2,500 volumes. The library distributes books to sixteen 
points in the county. Its membership comprises three classes: 
active; Hfe; sustaining. Mrs. R. R. Walker is President of the 
Board. 

Charles County has made and is making important advances 
in the organization of a library at La Plata, which will, presum- 
ably, develop into a county system. Mr. R. H. Lee Reich of La 
Plata is a member of the Public Library Advisory Commission. 

The Commission has been greatly benefited by thQ wise co- 
operation of Dr. Albert S. Cook, of the State Department of 
Education, who, since the Reorganization Act in 1922, has been 
supervisory head of the Commission. 

A year or more ago, the Library Commission adopted the plan 
of standardizing the libraries; that is, of establishing a certain 
standard of service as to number of volumes; time of keeping open 
the library; qualifications of librarian, and compensation paid. 
For libraries attaining the maximum standard, reference books 
(suggested by the library and approved by the Commission), to 
the value of $30 were given. To libraries reaching the second 
grade, reference books worth $20 were given. To the newly 
opened hbraries, established under the Maryland library law, $20 
worth of books were given. State aid, in this form, has been 
profitable and welcome. 
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AWARDS 

First group: 

Annapolis Public Library, Annapolis. 
Dorchester County Public Library, Cambridge. 
Ilarford County Public Library, Bel Air. 
Frederick County Free Library, Frederick. 

Second Group: 

Hyattsville Public Library, Hyattsville. 

Established under Maryland library law: 

Cumberland Free Public Library, Cumberland. 

FIELD WORK 

Visits made from October 1, 1923, to September 30, 1925, have 
included the following public libraries: Westemport, Annapolis, 
Glen Bumie, Taneytown, Elkton, Charles Coimty, Dorchester 
County, Frederick County, Harford County, Havre de Grace, 
EUicott City, Rockville, Hyattsville, Middletown, Oakland, Cen- 
treville, Crisfield, Talbot County, and Salisbury. 

In these places, advice or instruction has been given in installing 
a proper loan system; keeping circulation statistics; making an 
annual report; planning the shelving; discarding books wisely; 
selecting those worth rebinding; repairing and mending worn 
books; and making a well-rounded collection of books. Technical 
work, consisting of classification, accessioning, shelf listing, and 
cataloging, has been done. 

Lists of supplies, book lists for purchase, and pamphlets on 
library administration have also been sent to many libraries. 

LIBRARY TALKS 

Talks have been given to woman's clubs, parent-teacher asso- 
ciations, civic clubs, library boards, book committees, and schools, 
to arouse interest in organizing libraries; to explain the Maryland 
library law; to urge a tax levy; to bring about proper cooperation 
between the library and the schools; and to teach the use of the 
library to school children. Talks to senior classes in high schools 
about library work as a vocation have also been given. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

The public libraries, listed below, have been established since 
October 1923. 

GLEN BURNIE PUBLIC LIBRARY, established December 1923. 
Receives- support from Improvement Association of Glen Burnie. 

CUMBERLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, established March 
1924. Municipally supported. 

HAVRE DE GRACE PUBLIC LIBRARY, established October 1924. 
Receives municipal appropriation of $500. 

ELKTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, established December 1924. 
Supported by subscriptions of one dollar a year for adults, and ten 
cents a card for children. 

WESTERNPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY, established December 1924. 
Started by Civic Club of Westernport and Luke; free to residents 
of both communities. 

The Middletown Public Library and the Crisfield Public Library 
were revived after having been closed for some time. The library 
in Middletown has a front room in a new Memorial Building, and 
is open three nights weekly. 

COUNTY LIBRARIES 

The county library movement in Maryland has gained con- 
siderable impetus in the past two years. The Talbot County 
Free Library was opened in Easton early in October. Arrange- 
ments have been made to serve the entire county, although money 
for a book truck will not be available. 

The Salisbury Circulating Library will probably be turned over 
to a County library. A re-organization of the former library 
association took place in July — the new association being com- 
posed of representatives from the civic organizations of the com- 
munity. The present plans include new quarters, longer hours of 
opening, making the library free to all residents of the county, and 
building up the reference collection and the children's department. 

The building which is to house the Charles County Library, in 
La Plata, has been re-modeled. Some books have been placed on 
the shelves and the Library Committee hopes to have the library 
open to the public by January 1926. 

Considerable sentiment in favor of a county library exists 
among the women of Montgomery County, although no decisive 
steps have been taken toward its establishment. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

The interest in school libraries is increasing. Requests for 
assistance in their organization are frequently received by the 
Commission. Aid has been given to the following schools: 

Caroline County 

Caroline High, Denton (part-time teacher-librarian) 
Federalsburg High, Federalsburg (part-time librarian) 
Greensboro High, Greensboro (part-time teacher-librarian) 

V 

Cecil County 

Chesapeake City High, Chesapeake City (history teacher in charge 
of library) 

Frederick County 

Frederick High, Frederick (full-time librarian, with summer school 

training) 
Middletown High, Middletown (teacher-librarian) 

Wicomico County 

Wicomico High, Salisbury (librarian with summer school training, 
teaches one subject) 

Instruction in the organization of a library has been given the 
Bryn Mawr School and the Presbyterian Training School, in 
Baltimore. The entire collection of the library of the Frostburg 
State Normal School was classified and the catalog was begun in 
1923. 

MENDING DEMONSTRATIONS 

Demonstrations in book repairing by the Toronto method were 
given by Miss LiUiequist, field librarian for Gaylord Brothers, at 
Annapolis, Baltimore (Commission headquarters), Cambridge, 
Cumberland, Frederick, and Hagerstown. The attendance was 
large in most of the places, and the demonstrations were very 
profitable, since this method of book repairing has been adopted 
by many of the librarians. Many books have thus been preserved 
that would otherwise have been discarded. 
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PUBLICITY 

Four numbers of our quarterly publication, " Maryland Library 
Notes" have been issued each year. 

All the newspapers in the State have been put on our mailing 
list. 

A circular of information concerning our traveling library 
department was printed and distributed. 

Two annotated book lists were compiled for distribution to 
public libraries. 

Articles on county libraries were written and sent to the Rock- 
ville newspapers, through Mrs. Smith, of that community. 

An exhibit of books and posters was sent to the Harford County 
Fair in 1924. Demonstrations of the Toronto method of book 
repair were given. 

Gardening exhibits were sent to the libraries in Rockville and 
in Crisfield in the spring of 1925. 

Books, posters, annotated lists, and suggestions for the observ- 
ance of Children's Book Week were sent to public libraries in 
1923 and 1924. 

Vacation reading clubs were organized in the Elkton Public 
Library and the Glen Bumie Library in 1925. 

LIBRARY MEETINGS 
District Meetings 

In May, 1924, a district meeting was held in Easton, which was 
attended by representatives from eight public libraries. The pro- 
gram consisted of discussions about children's books; selection 
of fiction and non-fiction; and publicity feasible for small public 
libraries. 

It was possible to arrange two district meetings for the spring 
of 1925 — one in Hagerstown and one in Baltimore. The programs 
in the two places were similar, including discussions of library 
publicity; cooperation between the public library and the school; 
the purpose and accomplishments of the A. L. A. ; and reviews of 
current books, both fiction and non-fiction. 
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These meetings have proved invaluable and we hope that it may 
be possible to hold three each year — one in the western section of 
the State, one on the Eastern Shore, and one in Baltimore. 

State Meetings 

The annual State library meetings, in connection with the meet- 
ing of the Maryland State Teachers' Association, have been con- 
tinued. 

Other Meetings 

The Field Secretary attended the annual meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association, at the Delaware Water Gap, in 
October, 1923. She was also present at the A. L. A. meeting at 
Saratoga Springs, New York, in 1924. 

REFERENCE SERVICE ' 

• 

Package libraries, in Maryland, are a recent development. 
Much reference work has been done in this connection. Requests 
have been received for material on the following subjects: women 
as poets; morale of the school; negro problem; Muscle Shoals; 
sanitation; Ku Klux Klan; educational tests; prohibition; use of 
the lotus in art; use of china in colonial days; Major L'Enfant; 
cross-examination; wood carving; Egyptian art; child study; life 
and customs in Spain; contemporary drama; life of Hatcher 
Hughes; antique furniture; illiteracy tests; practical drawing; and 
material suitable for a kindergarten teacher. 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES 

From a general collection of 10,530 books, traveling libraries 
are made up for groups of individuals, clubs, libraries, schools, 
special study groups, and other organizations. The collections, 
including fiction and non-fiction, are not fixed, but are selected 
to meet the requests of the community. Traveling libraries for 
schools are adapted to the various ages and grades. 

During the period covered by this report, 386 traveling libraries, 
with a total of 13,225 books, were circulated. These were sent to 
145 stations in 21 counties. 
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A FEW THINGS BORROWERS SAY ABOUT TRAVELING LIBRARIES 

Communities 

"I consider the traveling libraries a very great asset to our 
town, which has no public library." 

"The collections sent are always fine, and the readers of the 
library do appreciate them." 

" The books are splendid The winter months are about 

the only time farm people have for reading, and these folks are 
surely using their opportunity.^ 
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Schools 

"The students have used the books with avidity; consequently 
we are more than glad the proposition was brought before us." 

" The books have brought happy hours to many, and have help- 
ed to create a taste for reading; hence we are grateful to the Com- 
mission for the loan." 



" The books are just what I needed, and I wish to express my 
appreciation for them." 



" I cannot tell you how grateful I am for the books .... I am 
so glad that I learned of the traveling library." 

"The children, patrons, and I have thoroughly enjoyed the 
library. I have found it very helpful to the school." 

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES IN BALTIMORE 

According to a report from Dr. Steiner, Librarian, the library 
system of the City of Baltimore, which is administered through 
the Enoch Pratt Free Library, has gained several new points of 
activity during the biennium. In 1924, Branch No. 24 was opened 
to supply Carroll and Irvington; and Branch No. 25, to supply 
Roland Park with books and periodicals. In 1925, Branch No. 
26, on the Bel Air Road, was built and we hope to open it early 
in 1926. We are hopeful to receive from the City the former 
school lot in Westport and to be able to remodel the school there 
so as to be able to open Branch No. 27 in that section of the City. 
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At Branch No. 25 a beautiful mural painting by Thomas C. 
Comer, Esq., has been given to the Library, forming a precedent 
which we hope we shall be able to follow in other Branch Library 
buildings. 

In 1924, 24,532 books were added to the collection of the Library 
and in 1925, up to October 1, 20,262 additional books have been 
accessioned. Thus 473,058 volumes are accessible to the people 
of Baltimore, of which number 234,367 are contained in the Cen- 
tral Library. 

The circulation of books in 1924 was the largest in the Library's 
history, the number of volumes circulated being 993,431. On 
October 1, 1925, there had been circulated during the year, up to 
that date, 723,533. 

October 1, there were 63,945 registered borrowers, the largest 
number that has ever possessed the right to use the Library. 

Six hundred sixty (660) current periodicals are provided for use 
in the various reading rooms of the Central Library. 

Noteworthy additions have been made to the collection of 
prints and stereopticon slides. 

Very considerable progress has been made in the reclassification 
of the books of the Library in accordance with the classification 
of the Library of Congress. 

In the twenty lecture halls one hujidred and twenty (120) lec- 
tures are given each season and Children's Story Hours, with the 
cooperation of the Children's Playground Association, are con- 
ducted weekly at the Branch Libraries. 

About one hundred and eighty-five (185) persons, of whom 
fifty (50) are men and boys, are employed in the Library. 

In 1925, through an appropriation by the Mayor and City 
Council, an addition was constructed at Branch No. 1, wherein 
an apprenticed training class, whose course lasts about two months 
is conducted. The class has a capacity of fifteen. 

On May 19, 1924, Miss Louise T. Starkloff, the Second Assist- 
ant Librarian, died. She had been a member of the Library staff 
for over twenty-nine years and had been of great service to the 
people of the City through the efiicient performance of the duties 
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entrusted to her. Miss Bessie L. Shaffer, who has been a mem- 
ber of the Library staff for twenty-five years, was promoted as her 
successor. 

The appropriation for maintenance by the City in 1924 was 
$219,574, and in 1925 it was $233,141. 

NEW LIBRARY OFFICE 

In August, 1924, the offices of the Library Commission in the 
State Normal School had to be vacated on accoimt of the needs 
of the school. In this emergency, when action had to be prompt 
and decisive, space was obtained in the St. James Apartments, 
Charles and Centre Streets, a fortunate and desirable location. 
To meet this unexpected and imperative financial demand, it was 
necessary to draw upon the supplementary fund, which had been 
granted by the Governor for extension work. The money for 
State aid to libraries, has been obtained from the same source. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
MARYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenditures for the Years 
Ending September 30, 1924 and 1925. 

RECEIPTS 

1924 1925 

State Appropriation for expenses $5,991 .00 $8,241 .00 

Application fees 184.00 215.00 

Lost or mutilated books 46.09 54.50 

Lost locks and keys .25 

Fines -_.- 10.16 

Interest 31.20 33.47 

Total receipts $6,252.54 $8,554.13 

EXPENDITURES 

Salaries $3,150.00 $3,124.00 

Traveling 423.92 478.32 

Transportation 350.23 365.99 

Postage 55.00 80.00 

Telegraph and telephone 12.00 36.83 

Office supplies and stationery 76.15 49.63 

Printing 133.85 248.00 

Books and periodicals 1,281.55 1,499.81 

Miscellaneous 189.90 199.47 

Equipment 316.08 99.94 

Rent 1,625.00 

State Aid 136.27 

Loan of books for the blind from Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary 34.80 

Refunds for applications 1.00 2.00 

Refunds for lost books 5.20 

Total expenditures. _ . $6,024.48 $7,950.46 
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FOREWORD 

It is with great pleasure that the State Department of Educa- 
tion issues the report of the Maryland Public Library Advisory 
Commission as one of its regular bulletins. 

We desire to express our sincere appreciation of the uniform 
interest, courtesy, and efficiency of the members of the Commis- 
sion and their employees, as shown by the work accomplished 
during the year. 

It may not be generally known that Maryland has an excellent 
county library law (see Laws of Maryland, 1910, chapter 505, 
sections 100-119) , but this law, with the exception of Anne Arun- 
del, Washington, Frederick, Garrett, Harford, Talbot and 
Wicomico counties, and the cities of Cumberland, Annapolis, Elk- 
ton, Cambridge, Hurlock, Havre de Grace, Hyattsvilie, Laurel, 
and Hagerstown, has not been used for the purpose of library 
development : 

Section 106. The boards of county commissioners shall have 
power to establish and maintain central free public libraries at the 
county seats of their respective counties, with branches in such 
places within the limits of said counties as the demand of the peo^ 
pie of the vicinity may justify, so as to give them convenient accesss 
to the free libraries and reading rooms, and the legislative author- 
ity of any incorporated municipality shall have power to establish 
public libraries in like manner for said municipality. 

Section 107. The board of county commissioners of any county 
in the State, for the establishment and maintenance of said free 
public libraries and reading-rooms in their respective counties, m^y 
levy an annual tax not exceeding five cents on each one hundred 
dollars of the assessed valuation of taxable property, such tax to 
be levied and collected in like manner as other general taxes of 
said county, and when collected to be known as the public library 
fund. 

Section 108. In case a majority of the voters in any election 
district shall petition the board of county commissioners to estab- 
lish a public library in said district, the said board shall establish 
and control such public library in the same manner as the legisla- 
tive authority of an incorporated municipality may establish and 
control a library under this act, and said board of county commis- 
sioners may levy a tax on the election district for the said library 
in like manner as is done for the library of an incorporated munici- 
pality and to the same amount, and said election district library 
shall be managed in the same manner as the library of an incor- 
porated municipality. 



Section 109. The legislative authority of any municipality may 
levy a tax for public library purposes upon the assessed valuation 
of the taxable property within said municipality, not exceeding 
seven cents on each one hundred dollars, to be collected in like 
manner as the other taxes of said municipality. The money so col- 
lected by the governing boards of the incorporated municipalities 
shall be paid over to the trustees or boaixi of directors, to be 
appointed hereinafter as provided, and shall be expended by them 
as in their judgment they may deem best. 

Would library development not be an excellent project for 
Women's Clubs and Parent-Teacher Associations to undertake? 

For the State Department of Education, 

ALBERT S. COOK, 

State Superintendent of Schools. 
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Anne Arundel County. 

Joseph L. Wheeler, Librarian of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
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R. H. Lee Reich, La Plata, Charles County. 

STAFF 

Miss Naomi Johnson, Office Secretary. 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



Baltimore, Md., January 1, 1927. 

Honorable Albert C. Ritchie, 
Governor of the State of Maryland, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

My Dear Governor Ritchie : 

We herewith transmit to you the annual report of the Mary- 
land Public Library Advisory Commission for the year ending 
September 30, 1927. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph H. Apple, President 

Mrs. M. a. Newell, Secretary and Treasurer. 



ANNUAL REPORT 
MARYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 

1926 

For some time, the Public Library Advisory Commission has 
felt, with eVer increasing conviction, that, if the finest possibil- 
ities of its work are to be realized and it is to do its part in the 
onward march of Library progress, a change in its policy is 
inevitable. 

The goal toward which Library effort in almost every State is 
tending, the goal to which we in Maryland are aspiring, is the 
County Library System, which means a central library in every 
county, to act as a source of supply for smaller libraries in other 
parts of the county. In order to do effective work, the central 
(county) library must be adequately and regularly financed by 
self-imposed taxation or by county or municipal appropriations. 

NEED FOR PUBLIC SUPPORT 

The libraries established and supported by women's clubs and 
other social organizations, while most laudable and meritorious, 
are, by their nature, ephemeral; new interests arouse the zeal 
and claim the efforts of their promoters — interests, too, that are 
laudable and meritorious, such as community nurses, county 
ambulances, and so forth. Novelty is a largely controlling factor 
in such matters. Unless a library has an assured income, how- 
ever, it will languish and die. Examples of such demise are not 
wanting in Maryland. For social organizations to be the source 
of income for libraries is therefore unsatisfactory. 

Again, there is a magic potency in the association of money 
with public enterprises : when a town or a county has realized the 
value of an organization sufficiently to be willing to support it 
by assessment or appropriation, that enterprise assumes an im- 
portance and a dignity not otherwise attainable. 

When county commissioners, town councils, chambers of com- 
merce, and other important civic bodies are convinced of the com- 
mercial, intellectual, and spiritual value of properly chosen books, 
when such controlling bodies realize that no other investment of 
the public funds will bring — can bring — such large and continu- 
ous returns as the funds invested in books and librarians ; when 
they understand unmistakably, that the Library, as an educar- 



tional agency, is second not even to the school; that, in truth, 
the schools can not accomplish their proper and possible work 
without the supplement of the library; that the library consti- 
tutes a contirmation school, wherein learners of all ages and 
seekers of knowledge on all subjects may be served ; when these 
facts have been accepted as indubitable, then the money will be 
forthcoming, the tax-levying, money-assessing bodies will fall 
into line, and grant, to their utmost, the funds for establishing 
and maintaining libraries. 

^ 

It is encouraging to note that a few of the public libraries are 
beginning to secure recognition from their towns and counties 
and have received some public support this year. 

Dorchester County Public Library received $200 from the 
County and will occupy a room in the new City Hall when it is 
completed ; the Wicomico County Free Library will receive $500 
from the County during 1926 and 1927; Elkton Public Library 
received $300 from the town; Annapolis Public Library has 
been granted $500 from the County ; Talbot County Free Library 
has obtained $500 ; Garrett County Public Library will receive an 
appropriation of $300 from the County. The city appropriation 
of the Cumberland Free Public Library has been increased from 
$3,000 to $5,000. 



STATE ORGANIZER NECESSARY 

But, in order for us to secure public support in more of the 
counties, the Library Extension work in the State must be 
greatly enlarged and constantly continued. A State organizer 
must be employed, at a suitable compensation, who will proclaim 
from the mountains to the sea-side the gospel of books, and, if 
necessary, will iterate and reiterate it with force and eloquence, 
until even the doubting become converts and laborers in the 
cause. 

Such an evangel must be well adapted to his (or her) mission : 
he must, first, be convinced of the importance of his work, in 
order that he may proclaim it with the earnestness that will con- 
vince others; he must be conversant with facts and figures in 
connection with the work in this State and elsewhere; he must 
be a good speaker and must possess the persuasive, convincing 
power that insures success. Our slogan is "a library in every 
county in the State, and free book service for every citizen." 

Interest in the possibility of securing a county library has been 
shown in Baltimore, Caroline, and Montgomery Counties. Inten- 
sive work in these counties by the Commission would doubtless 
bring forth satisfactory results. 



IMPROVED TRAVELING LIBRARIES 

In the management of the Traveling Libraries, we have made 
steady progress and have done good work. When the Library 
Commission was first organized, because of the small appropria- 
tion, the small staff, and the limited quarters, it was imperative 
that the traveling libraries should be composed of fixed collec- 
tions, made up according to rule — a certain number of books of 
history ; of biography ; of poetry ; of standard and of new fiction ; 
and of books for children. These books constituted a miniature 
library, which traveled and remained as such. 

With the increase of available funds, and the consequent possi- 
bility of increasing the number of workers and providing head- 
quarters, the old arrangement has been superseded by a far more 
satisfactory plan. The books are placed on open shelves, and 
from these, libraries (averaging 35 volumes) are made up to 
suit, as nearly as possible, the needs of the communities for which 
they are intended. The present system, of course, requires more 
time in its administration than did the earlier one, as it necessi- 
tates a careful selection of books for each library, lists of the 
titles, and a checking of lists in order to avoid duplication. For- 
merly, each library was practically a unit, and the records were 
comparatively simple. 

That this service is appreciated is evidenced by the comments 
below: 

"We appreciate so much the case of books you sent. It almost 
seemed that they were especially selected to suit our tastes." 

"The assortment was excellent, and enjoyed by children and 
grown-ups." 

"May I thank you for the splendid co-operation of your Com- 
mission? I have spoken often of it to others." 

"The children love the books, especially those on lumbering." 

"The children have enjoyed the books very much, and I feel that 
they nave encouraged and interested the children in reading." 

The Traveling Libraries have unquestionably rendered fine 
service in supplying suitable and timely books to communities 
which had insufficient library facilities ; in fostering a taste for 
good reading; and in acquainting such communities with books 
on current topics. From one standpoint, however, their work 
has been disappointing ; i. e., they have tended to encourage a 
spirit of dependence on the Library Commission, and this spirit 
has operated against sustained and persevering effort to build up 
local libraries. This phase of the situation demands serious con- 
sideration. 

The field activities of the Commission have been planned to 
stimulate interest in local libraries, and to develop and improve 
them. 
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OPENING OF COUNTY LIBRARIES IN TALBOT AND WICOMICO 

Two promising libraries were opened during the current year. 
Established under the Maryland Library Law, they received $30 
worth of reference books. 

Talbot County Free Library was opened to the public on Octo- 
ber 15, 1925. Although it received neither city nor county sup- 
port from taxation during its first year — being supported by 
money raised by the Talbot County Library Association through 
membership dues and pledges — it has functioned as a county 
library in the true sense of the word. Collections of books are 
sent from the central library to various schools in the county, as 
well as to community groups. Reports indicate that the library 
is reaching an increasing number of people, and that it has been 
promised $500 from the county for the year ending May, 1927. 

Wicomico County Free Library. A subscription library, serv- 
ing fiction lovers, has existed in Salisbury for many years. In 
October, 1925, it was decided to make the library free to resi- 
dents of the county. Accordingly, a reorganization of the Library 
Board was made and a change of policy mapped out. A budget 
was drawn up and a call sent out for contributions from the pub- 
lic. Unfortunately the sum demanded was unduly small anfl 
although the fund was over-subscribed, it was not large enough 
to support the library adequately as a first-class library. Five 
hundred dollars was appropriated for the library for the current 
year by the County Commissioners. Although the amount is not 
large, it shows that the people of the County are beginning to be 
interested in the project and realize its potential value. 

The library was opened on February 1, 1926. An endeavor 
is being made to build up the collection of children's books and 
the non-fiction. The circulation is steadily growing; the list of 
borrowers is large, with a comparatively large number of patrons 
from the County. 

PACKAGE LIBRARIES AND MATERIAL ON SPECIAL SUBJECTS 

Package libraries and individual collections are obtainable 
from the Commission and have proved most helpful for specific 
needs. These sources of information are supplemented by clip- 
pings, references, pamphlets, etc. Questions are answered and 
advice is given on a variety of subjects, including library admin- 
istration, book selection, book mending and numerous matters 
of technique. Books on special industrial, vocational, and pro- 
fessional topics are supplied. 



ORGANIZATION AND TECHNICAL WORK 

Classification, cataloging and other work have been done in 
the libraries of Talbot County, Wicomico County, Havre de 
Grace, Harford County, Dorchester County, Middletown High 
School, Towson High School, and the Rockville High School. In 
Dorchester, Harford, and Wicomico Counties detailed instruc- 
tions were left for the future development of the work. Visits 
were paid and advice in the selection of books was given to other 
libraries. Considerable time has been spent in weeding undesira- 
ble children's books from the libraries of the State. 



TALKS 

Talks have been given before the Woman's Club, Salisbury; 
the Dorchester County Federation of Woman's Clubs ; the Caro- 
line County Federation of Woman's Clubs; Denton Community 
Club ; Senior Class of the Caroline High School ; Financial Com- 
mittee of the Wicomico County Free Library ; Baltimore County 
Federation of Parent-Teacher Associations ; the regional meeting 
of Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia at Annapolis ; 
and a District Library meeting held with Pennsylvania librarians 
at Smithsburg, Maryland. 

EXCHANGE OF DUPLICATES AMONG LIBRARIES 

An exchange of duplicate books of fiction among several of the 
public libraries in the State was handled by the Field Secretary 
during the summer. Since then, many of the libraries have taken 
it up among themselves. 

OFFICE WORK 

Six hundred thirty-four volumes were classified and catalogued. 
Four issues of Maryland Library Notes were compiled and edited. 
Publicity articles were written for Dorchester County Public 
Library for "Cambridge Banner." 

TRAINED LIBRARIANS NEEDED 

A distinctive need of library work in Maryland is the training 
of librarians for small libraries which can afford to pay only 
small salaries. Many young women with a genuine fondness for 
books and a pronounced aptitude for library work can not afford 
the college course which has become a requirement for admission 
to important library schools. 
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In connection with the Washington CJounty Free Library at 
Hagerstown, Miss Mary L. Titcomb has, for several years, given 
library training to a small class of girls. Her work, though ad- 
mirable in quality, has been sadly restricted in quantity, how- 
ever, because of insufficient means. It is a promising undertak- 
ing and deserves support. 

CHANGE IN PERSONNEL OF COMMISSION 

In January, 1926, the Library Commission sustained a grievous 
loss in the death of Dr. Bernard C. Steiner, an ex officio member 
of the Commission from its first organization. The work was 
dear to him, and his interest was unflagging. 

In the acquisition of Mr. Joseph L. Wheeler as ex officio mem- 
ber, the Commission has gained a co-worker of broad, practical 
knowledge in library methods and management, and of sympa- 
thetic interest in its various problems. 



LIBRARY CONDITIONS IN BALTIMORE 

Certain slight modifications in the library service, looking to 
the easier use of books by the public, have been inaugurated in 
Baltimore, such as an open shelf room on the first floor and the 
shelving of books around the reading room on the second floor. 

Branch No. 26 of the library system, funds for which came 
from public taxation, was opened on Bel Air Road in May, 1926. 
In November, 1926, the Trustees of the Pratt Library announced 
as their policy the approval of the erection of a small, inexpensive 
branch in Westport (Branch No. 27) out of public funds. They 
also approved the acceptance of a very suitable lot on Edmondson 
Avenue for a future branch of inexpensive character to be built 
in 1928 out of public funds, the lot to be donated by citizens in 
the neighborhood. 

Future branches, under the new policy, are not to be encour- 
aged until the people of each neighborhood have shown over a 
period of two years that they are sufficiently interested in books 
to borrow 30,000 a year. 

The circulation of library books in Baltimore City for 1925 was 
1,004,061 ; for 1926, 1,100,789. On January 1, 1926, there were 
65,041 registered borrowers; on January 1, 1927, 70,080. The 
book stock on January 1, 1926 numbered 480,827; on January 1, 
1927, 510,000. 
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The work of reclassifying the library books according to 
Library of Congress classification has been continued and in the 
budget for 1927 an additional item of $10,000 for this purpose 
has been included. 

The budget for the hbrary for 1926 was $246,601.00; the bud- 
get passed by the Board of Estimates and City Council for 1927 
amounts to $292,292.00. 
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